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Mr. WALLACE. If I had the framing of
that item I would not have made It.

The CONTROLLER OF CUSTOMS. The
hon. gentleman did miake It.

Mr. WALLACE. Oh, no, it was the law
before.

The CONTROLLER OF CUSTOMS. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Wallae) had the privi-
lege of altering It.

Mr. WALLACE. That Item was not ,the
same as this. It could ouly be Imported by
the twine manufacturer.

The CONTROLLER OF CUSTOMS. Oh,
no. it could be imported by anybody.

Mr. WALLACE. "It was a most unsatis-
factory Item and should not be perpetuat-
ed in this tariff. This twine was used for
no other purpose practically, but this wire
can be used for other things ln addition to
feneing.

Mr. MeGREGOR. That kind of wIre Is
what is used for feueing.

The CONTROLLER OF CUSTOMS. The
old tariff would have limited the free entry
to barbed wire. This new Item is a further
concession to the farmers, because In ad-
dition to barbed wire they wl1 be now able
to get free galvanized wire of the num-
bers mentioned, and which Is largely used
for fencing. There is a diffleulty ln this
as my hon. friend has pointed out, but It
Is a dilliculty which Is connected wIth some
few items in the tariff. You had it in the
old tariff. Thbing was not free, but when
It was imported for oil wells lt was free,
and wherever you have these exceptioial
Items you are liable to have some abuses.
Our desire was to give the farmer his wIre
for fencing free, but we do not want it
free for every other purpose.

Mr. POSTER. Tubing for oll wells was
a localized industry, ,and It was Imported
practically only by thé oil men.

Mr. McGREGOR. It was imported and
kept in stock by the trade.

Mr. FOSTER. My hon. friend (Mr. Pater
son) knows that you bave hunreds of thou
sands of farmers extending Into every cor-
ner and part of this country. You have
an item here providing that wire when Im-
ported for fencing will be free. 'How Is
It possible to have anything but free wire
the whole country through, so far as these
three numbers are concerned? You pretend
to help the wdre Industry, and you take ou
the three staple numbers, and make them
free ostensibly for farmers, but realy for
the whole consumption of the country. Le
us face the fact that It is free wire on
these three numbers, and you might as wel
make It ail free.

Mr. McGREGOR. The twIne that was
brought ln for the fishermen was in the

same position, and oil piping was in the
same position. By this change, Instead of
having the cruel barbed wire for fencing,
the farmers will be able to have plain wtre
that does not cut the cattle.

Mr. TAYLOR. i would suggest to the
Controller, f lie Is goi»g to leave this Item
In the tariff, that he make it read, " barbed
wire and galvanized wire, Nos. 9, 12 and 13
gauge, when used exelusively for fenclng,"
and strike out the words, "wire for fenc-
ing," because, as It reads, any person could
import the wire for fencing and use It for
anything.

Mr. FOSTER. That will help it some-
what, but .my hon. friend is striking the
wire industry, as he knows.

The CONTROLLER OF CUSTOMS. Is
not the bon. gentleman's proposition strik-
ing tit harder-to make wire free for all pur-
poses ?

Mr. FOSTER. I was simply polnting out
to my hon. friend what hie tariff did-that
it was pmctically making all wire free.

Mr. CRAIG. I think there is a great deal
in the point raised by the hon. member for
York. If a merchant is Importing a lot
qf this wire, how does he know whether it
is going to be used for feneing or not ? It
is usuaily used for fencing, but he could
not say that it Is golng to be used for that
The result, I hold, will be that the UnIted
States dealers will get the selling of this
wire to parties who want to use it for
fencing, while our wholesale men wll be
thrown out of It altogether. I would like

jto know what the hon. member for Hamil-
ton (Mr. Wood) bas to say about this.

Mr. WOOD (Bamrilton). There is a great
deal of dlffiexity In having these three Items
made free, because, as the ex-Minister of
Finance (Mr. Poster) has stated, these num-
bers can be used for many other purposes.
In the case of fishermen's twine, a declara-
tion was made at the time of the entry that
it was for fihing purposes, and then it came
in free, and when that declartion could not
be made, the duty had to be pald. It was
the sanie with Iron pipe for oit purposes,
but In some cases the pipe was sold for
other purposes. In many ases the honest
importer was undersold by others who do
not import honestly. If the Govern-
ment can see 1their way to make some other
disposition of this Item, I think It would
be In the interest of the revenue as well
as in the interest of the honest Importer.
If they insisted on a declaration being made
at the time of the entry that the wlre was
for fencing, 1 suppose the balance would
be left to the honesty of the Importer.

Mr. MeGREGOR. To the -honesty of the
importer and the judgment of the collector.
We have got to the stage un this country
when wire has become the fencing of the
country, and It Is a great relief to the far-
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