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record of a Colonial Lmpire being transfc -,°.ne(to an bsso-ti-
- ation of free nations by experiment, by

I
comp-omise, b y

political evolution . I have no doubt thU-;, hatever, i
future, it w ill be re€arded l:y- the historians of another age
as one of the gre&t constructive political echievements of oar
time o The other-fL:ct' that I wouZd call to ,your mind is that
the Commonwealth is in a very real sense an achieveLient in
which Canadians can take special pride . 'vie Canadians ,
perhaps more than any - other of its members, have contrib, .ited
its developraent è ' '4';e have rEgarded it as an instrumen ; v.hi : h,
in co-operation v.itYr like-minded people, v e could use for oul °

: comnon purposes . It .hUs, therefore, the vitality of a living,
functioning org4nis.n v,hich has -been and which can continue to
be used for good, uccorâin€' to -the wisdom and foresight of ou r
policies .

It is•now only twenty years since the term "Com:aon-
vrealth" ~ came into 'populE~r use as a result of the Declarat~
whic h was adoptVâ_;by the Conference of 1926 o Lven in thaz
short period the met:ninC, of the word has changed .- There are

. .,~already important differences between the Commonwealth of
today and that descriled in Lord Balfour's famous statement .
Lven while this change was taking place however, there has
been a further compelling demonstration of the fact that we
are members in an association of-free nations, capable of
common action in an emergency, greater and more striking than
that of- any . formal military or diplomatic alliance that the
world has. ever known .

Even though they are not precisely defined, the
pr~n^iples on which we act in regard to the Commonwealth may
be clearly discerned . . Vie seek. to preserve it as an
instrument through whicir we, with others who share .. our
objectives, can co-operate for our common good in peace as in
war . On the other hand, we should continue to resist, as in
the past, efforts to reduce to formal terms or specific
commitments this association which has- demonstrated its
vitality through the common understanding upon which it is
based . Ihe should likewise oppose developments in our Common-
wealth relations which might be inconsistent w ith our desire
to participate fully in the task, of building sn effective inter-
national organization on a wider. scale . :

Within the Commonwealth, our relations with the
United hingdom have, of course, a- very special value and
significance . We shall not forgeti in our history, the
imaginative collaboration of British z~ :_d Cunaaian leaders
who, a eentury Ggo, laid the politicss  founda~ ions for the
modern Commonwealth . Nor can we fail to be ir luenced by the
fact that our political institutions are thos . of the Brii;ish
Isles, and that we now share with other parliamentary democracies
the responsibility for preserving and developing this system .
V,e shall not forget either the peril in which we shared,
together with other Commonwealth countries, but especially with
the United hingdom during the dLrk days of 1 ~40 . This was an
episode which threw in dramatic relief the measure to which we
have common interests and the degree to which we are alike
concerned in the establishment of a world order based on
principles of freedom .

b) The United Stotes - the Settle :..ent of Intc ` ational
1.1'fai rs b L hT uL otiatzon and k;o :apro:~ 1s e

It is not customa ry in this country for us to think
in tenus of having a policy in regard to the United States .


