7.

record of & Colonial melre being transfcrmnec 1o an sssoni-
- ation of free nations by experiment, by comp- -omise, by
politiceal evolution. I have no doubt thew, “hatever i~
future, it will be regarded vy the historizns of another age

. as one of the grect constructive political cchievements of cur

time. The other fect' thet I would call to yvour mind is that

the Commonweeglth is in a very real sense an achieveuent in

which Canadians cen take special pride. We Canadians,

perhaps more than -&ny - other of its members, have contribited %o
- its development. Ve haeve regarded it &s an instrument vhio >h,

in co-operation v ith like-mindeg people, ve could use for ouA

+ » common purposes.~ It ‘hes, therefore, the vitality of & living,

‘"functioning organism which has -been end-which cen continue to
“be used for gooa, LCCOPané to the wlsdom oﬂd fore51ght of our
“~p011c1es. R ' : -

L It is»now onlv tventy years -since the term "Comnon-
~Wealth" came into pOpulur use &s a result of the Declaratir
wvhich was adopte¢d by the Conference of 1926. Lven in thav

- short period the mesning of the word has changed. - There are

x'dlready importeant. differences btetween the Commonweslth of

. todsy &nd theat descrited in Lord Balfour's famous statement.
. hven while this chance vas taking place however, there has

. been a further compelllng demonstration of the fact that we
are members in an associttion of free nations, capable of
common action in &n emergency, greater and more striking than
that of &ny formal mllltary or alplomutlc d;llance that the
uorld hes. ever known, T . B S

' Even though they are not precisely deflned the
pr'n*lples on which we act in regard to the Commonwealth nay

j.be clearly discerned.. Ve seek to preserve it as an -

instrument through which we, with others who share.our

' objectives, can co-operate for our common good in peace as in

war. On the other hend, we should continue to resist, &s in
the past, efforts to reauce to formal terms or specific
commitments this association whiech has demonstreted its
vitality through the common understandinge upon which it is
based. We should likewise oppose developments in our Common-
wealth reletions which might be inconsistent with our desire
to participate fully in the tesk. of Lullalng &n effectlve inter-~
nstional organlzatlon on & w1uer scdle.;f~
mlthln the uommonwealth, our rela*ions mith the
United hingdom have, of course, & very special value and
significence. We shall not forgeL in our hlstory, the
imaginative collsboration of British w«.d Yunaaisn leaders
who, a century &go, laid the politices foundc'i1ons for the
modern Gommonwealth. Nor can we feil to~“be ir luenced by the
fect thet our political institutions &re thoe< of the Bricish
Isles, and that we now share with other parlismentery democracies
the responsibility for preserving &nd developing this system.
we shell not forget either the peril in which we shared,
~together with other Commonwealth countries, btut especially with
. the United Lingdom during the dark days of 1040 This wes an
episode which threw in drematic relief the measure to which we
have common interests and the degree to which we are alike
concerned in the establishment ot a world order besed on
principles of freedom.

b) The United States - the Settlement of Inte - ational
[Ifulrs by Negotletlon and voupromlise

1t is not customary ‘in this country for us to think
1n terms of having a pollcy in regard to the United Stutes.




