6. Heads of Government reaffirmed that women’s rights were human rights
and urged member governments to adopt legislation and develop national strat-
egies to promote the advancement of women in accordance with the strategic
objectives, actions and priorities adopted by the UN Fourth World Conference
on Women, held in Beijing. In particular, they endorsed the Commonwealth
Plan of Action on Gender and Development and encouraged governments to
implement its recommendations. They also urged ratification and implementa-
tion of the human rights covenants and other international human rights instru-
ments, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women and the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
Against Women,

7. Heads of Government reiterated their commitment to pay special atten-
tion to the rights and needs of children and to the importance of protecting and
promoting their rights and needs. They called on all states to ratify and imple-
ment the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

8. Heads of Government expressed satisfaction at the transitions from mili-
tary or one-party rule to representative forms of government which several mem-
ber states had successfully achieved in recent years and urged that member
countries, the Secretariat, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and
other relevant Commonwealth organisations should continue to extend all pos-
sible support to these countries to consolidate and strengthen democratic proc-
esses and institutions.

9. Heads of Government adopted the Millbrook Commonwealth Action Pro-
gramme on the Harare Declaration.

10. In response to developments in Nigeria which constituted a serious viola-
tion of the principles set out in the Harare Commonwealth Declaration, Heads
of Government, with the exception of The Gambia, agreed to suspend Nigeria
from membership of the Commonwealth pending the return to compliance with
the principles of the Harare Declaration. They urged the Nigerian Government
to take immediate and concrete steps to adhere to these principles, and offered
whatever practical assistance the Covernment might request in this respect.
They called for the release of the 43 prisoners currently being held for involve-
ment in an alleged coup attempt and the release of Chief Abiola. They further
decided that if no demonstrable progress was made towards the fulfiiment of
these conditions within a time frame to be stipulated, Nigeria would be ex-
pelled from the association.

11. Heads of Government welcomed the reaffirmation of the programme of
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