Joint Convention on the

Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the
Safety of Radioactive Waste Management

PREAMBLE
The Contracting Parties

(i) Recognizing that the operation of nuclear reactors generates spent fuel and
radioactive waste and that other applications of nuclear technologies also
generate radioactive waste;

(i)) Recognizing that the same safety objectives apply both to spent fuel and
radioactive waste management;

(iii) Reaffirming the importance to the interational community of ensuring that
sound practices are planned and implemented for the safety of spent fuel and
radioactive waste management;

(iv) Recognizing the importance of informing the public on issues regarding the
safety of spent fuel and radioactive waste management;

(v) Desiring to promote an effective nuclear safety culture worldwide,

(vi) Reaffirming that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring the safety of spent
fuel and radioactive waste management rests with the State;

(vii) Recognizing that the definition of a fuel cycle policy rests with the State,
some States considering spent fuel as a valuable resource that may be
reprocessed, others electing to dispose of it;

(viii) Recognizing that spent fuel and radioactive waste excluded from the
present Convention because they are within military or defence programmes
should be managed in accordance with the objectives stated in this Convention;

(ix) Affirming the importance of interational co-opefation in enhancing the
safety of spent fuel and radioactive waste management through bilateral and
multilateral mechanisms, and through this incentive Convention;

(x) Mindful of the needs of developing countries, and in particular the least
developed countries, and of States with economies in transition and of the need
to facilitate existing mechanisms to assist in the fulfilment of their rights and
obligations set out in this incentive Convention;

(xi) Convinced that radioactive waste should, as far as is compatible with the
safety of the management of such material, be disposed of in the State in which
it was generated, whilst recognizing that, in certain circumstances, safe and
efficient management of spent fuel and radioaotive waste might be fostered
through agreements among Contracting Parties to use facilities in one of them
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