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At ;his time, and in this place, it is fitting that we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Universal
declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) by asking how we can strengthen and adapt the UN human rights

1short, although recent years have seen impressive progress, there is still a significant gap between

*spect for human rights on the ground and the lofty principles set out in the Universal Declaration 50
ears ago.

he UN Human Rights System at 50

se{a this 50th anniversary as a defining moment that can either build on the momentum of the past few
*ars, or stall our advance. It is not just a milestone, but also a crossroads.

1 this Crossroads, we should take the road that leads toward full implementation of the standards that we
ave set over the last 50 years. We should ensure that our words and our written agreements produce

al, concrete improvements to the application of human rights standards on the ground. This is not to

1y that there are no more standards to be set — but simply that implementation requires greater

tention than has been accorded to date.
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