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USSR and Eastern Europe

East-West relations were put to severe test during the past
year. The general downturn in trust and confidence was ag-
gravated by the Soviet withdrawal from both the Intermediate
Range Nuclear Force Talks (INF) and the Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Talks (START). Further, the destruction of the Korean
airliner, killing all 269 passengers including ten Canadians,
resulted in international outrage.

In the face of increasing alienation of East from West, the
Prime Minister undertook a wide-ranging peace initiative in
the autumn of 1983, designed to engage political leaders in
a constructive dialogue between East and West and to ex-
plore ways to rebuild a climate of co-operation and understan-
ding (see also Chapter 5). He met with President Reagan and
USSR General Secretary Chermmenko, as well as with leaders
in the German Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia and
Romania. Canadian proposals on ways to improve the con-
duct of East-West relations, including a statement of ten basic
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principles, were well received. While progress was expected
to be slow, there was new hope that both sides could over-
come the distrust which has plagued relations since the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan.

Canada has long been a strong advocate of keeping open
the essential political dialogue between East and West in the
belief that this could contribute to stability. A parliamentary
exchange during the year was but one element of the conti-
nuing dialogue between Canada and the East European coun-
tries. Soviet Politbureau member Mikhail Gorbachev visited
Canada in May 1983, and in August House of Commons
Speaker Jeanne Sauvé led a parliamentary delegation in a
reciprocal visit to the Soviet Union. A special emissary of Presi-
dent Ceausescu, as well as the Romanian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, visited Canada during the year. The construction of
new chanceries in Belgrade and Budapest, which neared com-
pletion during the year, were evidence of the growth of
Canada’s bilateral relationships with Yugoslavia and Hungary.




