
if they did agree to a course of action. This frustration was broughtabout by the use made by the permanent members of the SecurityCouncil of the privileged position which they enjoyed under thevoting procedure ini that body, a position which is conunonly described
as the right to veto.

It was generally recognized, however, that the veto itself wasmerely symptomatie of the existence of unresolved issues among theGreat Powers and of their unwillingness or inability to use theSecurity Council as an instrument for the settienient of disputesaznong them. The veto had been applied xnost frequently by therepresentative of the Soviet Union, and it was the U.S.S.R. whichmnsisted mo8t firmly that the voting procedures as they are nowestablished must reniain unchanged. The result was a growingconviction that the Security Council niight fail to perforni theImictions for which it was designed, and that when a real emergencyarose it would have neither the abillty nor the experience to reacheffective decisions.
The delegations which. attended the opening meetings of theSecond Session of the General Assembly knew that behind theseprobleins of organization in the United Nationq knv th-~14~n


