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CURRENT EVENTS.

Tlîe province of Manitoba wants its bound-aries,
extended to Hudson Bay, so, tlîat it may have a sea-
port and direct connection wiýtl thîe markets of
Europe.

The reassernbling of -the Finniali diet, on the sixth
of this monyth, is a niatter of great importance to
Finlknd. It was thouglit th-at the Russian govern-
ment was opedto its convocation; but the Czar,
after convoking it for thie above date, lias donc
nmuch to win tihe confidence of the Finns by decree-
ingtliat ail expelled persons who have been elected
delegates or are hereditary memi-bers may return to
attend its sessions.

The body of the late Paul Kruger, formerly presi-
dent of thîe Sputh African Republic, lias arrived iii
South Africa for burial in the Transvaal.

By lier new treaty with Chile, Bolivia abandons
lier pretension to a Pacific port, and Chule agrees to
build'a hune of railway to Bolivia, connectinç its
principal towns with the seaboard. The Bolivian
section of 'this line is to become tlie property of
Bolivie. after t-wenty years.

'Me British troops are to be witlidrawn froni
Egypt, witlî tlîe exception of a -mail garr'ison ait
Cairo, and a police force siinîilar to, our motinted
police, which will -be called the Egyptian Military
Mounted Police. The Egyptian army will remain
as at present, with British officers in comnand.,

Posts to mark the international boundary line are
being macle in St. John, by Messrs. T. McAvity &
Sons. Tliey are conical in shape, and between five
and six feet higli - and will bear on tlie' opposite
sides tlie words Canada and United States. Re-
membering j ust where tlîey are to be set, along tlîe
Alaskan frontier, we miglit be willing to have.theni
inscribed Canada on one side, anid on the other side
America. Froi tlie Canadian's point of view, it
would be less provokingly definite.

The survey line for the eastern extension of the
proposed new Grand Trunk Pacific railway, as
niight be expected, will run close te the northern
boundaryý bf 'the State of Maine; at onc -point, it is
said, ipproaching within two liundred yerds of the
United States boundary.

There is mucli suffering in the west of Ircland
again, owing to tlie fail-ure of the potato crop.
Famine prevqils in small districts in Si-beria, because
of the scarcity of fisli. But a worse state of affairs
is reported f romi Porto Rico, w'here matters are
mucli worse týhan under Spanish rule, and mnany
people are said to be dying for want of food in a
country which ouglit to be a land of plenty.

'I hat tlie race wars in Macedonia are not due to
religious antipathies between Cliristians and Mu-s-
sulmans is s'hovwn by the fact that conflicts are now
reported t-here between the rival Christian national-
ities-Bulgarians, Servs and Greek-e. Sad to say,
there are atrocities committed among thein equal to
any committed by the Turks.

A ncw proces of snîelting and refinine nickel
ores promises to be of great importance to Canadian
nickel interests.

1 li four provinces of China the v'icéroys have
issued proclamations against thie foot binding of
girls.

l3y latest estilîlates, the world's population is a
littie over one thousand five hundred millions; -of
whorn more than eiglit hundred millions live in
Asîa, nearly four hundred millions in- Europe, some-
th'ing less than one hundred and fifty millions in
Africa, the same number in America, north and
south, and Ébout six and a half millions in Australia
and the Paèific islands.

Anathier specimen of tihe gret octopus, long look-
ed upon as a fabulous creature, h.s been taken iii
Newiotund-land. It wu~ of enormous bulk and
weight, and one of its tentacles was thirty feet long.

Thirty hospitais in the United States ànd Canadla
-will co-operate with a ýpecia1 commission of New'
York pliysicians in the stu<ly of pneunmonia this
winter.

A Germian professor clamis to have proved abso-
lutely that, electricity and light are but different
forms of the saine force. Another scientist thinks
lie lias proved -the saine of electricity and gravity.
The idea is nt new in cither case, but thle announce-
ments are none the lesa important. The ol notion
of the sun .radiating light into ernpty space woul<l
seem to be disproved, and we muist thinýk of space
as being as dark as it is col. Liglt, llke heat and
gravitation, ïs a reciprocal force, and can exist only
wliere there is something to be lighted.

The Rusa tele1rah system in Siberia now ex-
tends eastWard to Vladivostok, and a concession lias
been granted for its further extension through
northeastern Siberia. The United States govern-
ment lias an overland telegrapli connection with
Nome, in Altaska. It is proposed to extend the lat-
ter to Cape Prince of Wales, and unite the two sys-
teis by wireless telegraph across Behring Strait.

A great hotel is to be built at the faîls of the Zai-
besi, in time to accommodate the members of the,
mlemibers of the Bri'tishi Association for the Advance-
nment of Science which is to mieet there next year.
At the completion of this hotel and the railwa%,
bridge across the Zan*iesi, Victoria Falls will
become a great resort for pleasure seekers. EverN
mleans will be msd to preserve the beaut'y of the
faîls unimpeired; and to èhis end the bridge lias
been so placed that the railway cannot be séen fronm
any point from which the fal can be viewed.
E lectrical power-houses will be erected, and power
transmitted to thie copper, gold and coal fields ini
the region; but this will not be allowed to interferc
with the nlaturel beauties of the place, as, unfortun-
ately, it lias <lone ait Nia-gara. On the north side of
the river, the railway is bcing pushed on towarcl
Lake Tanganyika, wliere steamers wiil continueý the
lne of conmmnication, which is expeoted ultiniately
to reacli northward to Khartoum.
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