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Of moral play and miracle, haviug discarded the stiff,artificial rules Of the classic stage, was now ready forinedfor the hands of its masters. The popularity it possessedand the vast influence it wielded,' attracted and engrossedthe great poetical genius of the land. The'draniatie writ-ings of this tirne flot only rise superior to, those of everyother period in English historv, but they excel those of anyother country and cf any other age. The writers of theGreek draina, long held up as models, celebrated, gnd justlycelebrated, for the beauty of their language, for their vigorand grasp of thouglit, and for the originality of their genius,are forgotten when the naine of Shakespeare is heard. Noris Shakespeare the only great draniatist of this period. Hisinspired thoughts so tower above those of other writers--
"Like seigniors and rich burgers of the flood,Or, as it were, the pageants of the seaDo over-peer the petty traffckers."1

that our eyes, dazzled by his brillianicy, do flot recognizethe beanties of bis conteniporaries. Yet these were nocominon mien. Ini anlother country or in any other time,they woul bave been, looked upon as thougli the genius ofthe draina were in them persouifled.
0f these, passing over the naines of Sackville, JohnI<illy, cf Peele, of Green, Massinger, of Heywood, ofShirley, cf Marston, and miany others, flot because they arelliworthy to be rememî,er, but because there is net spacein this sketch for more than a bare reference to theni, Iwould mention Marlowe, au thcr cf Edward IL, Dr. Faustusand other splendid tria ed ies.

lu tragedy, 'Marlowe came nearer Shakespeare thanhas any other wriier. He was cut off i n early inanbood,in a druniken brawl. Had hie lived tili bis powers werematured, or had he given his noble intellect fair play, hiewould, as a tragedian, have proved hjimseif a formnidablerival even te the author cf '<MacBetb." 0f Marlowe's


