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ment. Every city anidevery town constitute ini thein-
selves separoete revisal and aeparate assessment districts.
Every rural municipality ýis.divided into a nuniber of
assessment districts, and these are growped in bunches
and form a leser number of revisal diatricts. Each as-
sessment section 'lia its own assessors, eaoli revisal dis-
trict.its own revisors. The assessors are required "to
ascertain by diligent inquiry and examinatiun the naines
of ail persans liable 'to be rated in their own districts,
their ratable property and income, and -the extent,
ainount and nature of the saine," They are aeo Te-
quired to 'subscribe to an oath o -the èffeot that they have
set down the true actual cash value of ail sucli property
and inoome; but there is a saving clause added which
makes il dapendent on their information ýand judgment.

Now if the judgment of ail assessors was equaly good
or equaliy bad (it would miake, no difference which) and
their intentions were ail equally honest, and by somne
hasppy combination. of cireuinstances they coulci hit on
a cornmion level of values, the whole question would be
settied. But assessors are just as humit as municipal
councillors, to say nothing of town solicitors, and re-
eognizing this, our wise law niakers have introduced
somie correctors. They have required lu the rural muni-
cipadities the a)ppolilitment of a Board of Revision and
Appeal whose duýty ià is bo equaJize the assessmnent be-
tween the severail districts within the iu.nicipality and
alsýo to cerrect individual errors of the assessors in the
senarate, q(-c-ng Tn t.hp +nivrz q A---+ i.

and assessed values is Olten mucli less in the towns titan
in the rural districts. Provision is._made of course foradjusting the measure of respective expenditure when
the arbitration commnittee £ail to agree, but that is only
for the turne. The saine conditions are run up against
the next year and the saine old work of crowding gpes
on.

SI offer no remedy. I have hurriedly written these fewwords to introduce the subjeet.' I kunow that as I turuthe question over to President llood and Warden Mac-Mahon,ý whose naines are associated with mine 'on' theprogramme, and to the Test of you, I iàm iplacing it lu
excellent hands.

Warden McMahýoýn, King's, moved a vote of thanks andstated that in his opinion tliQ plan of assessment wasright, buýt the 'inetliod by -which it was worked waswrjong-. Pecople conming into the Province ba live, lookedup the assessin[ent rola to ascertain the value of proper-ty, and were naturally surprised to flnd that whule afarmner was assessed for say $2,000, he wanted $8 >O00o'y $10,000 for the farin. Assessament rolîs eseli yearshioild show the chýange of valuation in the district.
M~unicipal Olerk Diïnock, West lants, seconded themotý,ion. le favored the idea of a general assessor withlocal aids. The present plan simiply meant tha.t assessors

were afraid to increase the valuations as it would not begencral over the County, and they did not wish their
district bo be higher than others.
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