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LA CONFLAGRATION DE BALTIMORE

Vo
Yage d’observation de I'inspecteur des [édifices
de Montréal

MONTREAL, le 15 mars 1904.

4 Ny !
e brésident et o MM. les membres de la Commission
Messieu des Incendies et de I'Eclairage.

P

1.? _graxgz fetour d'un voyage d’observation sur la scéne de
Vai s conflagration des 6, 7 et 8 février 1904 4 Baltimore,
Obtey S 1eur de vous rapporter des notes et des informations
SeMaineg €1 visitant ces 150 acres de ruines of, il y a quelques
Dren éns €levait un quartier de 8o patés de maisons, com-
' Cendje quiV11‘0n 2,500 batisses réduites en cendres par un in-
: 5 e duré quarante heures.

£ linceq d?’ugarz}van_t, les constructions dites “a l’épreuve
fajt que | '€ ° n'avaient soutenu un feu aussi nourri, et le
et an elels hautsl édifices (sky scrapers) sont encore debout
Protg Ges rsso barties structurales, qui étaient convenablement
! i ienltn intactes, est la justification la plus compléte
Standa, 1 désirer les partisans du genre de construction

(terp, ; a lépreuve des incendies en briques poreuses
Pa Otta)

‘
:guSes g?}.rteer‘standard ” de construction avec briques po-
bl.IlstrlICtiOns fa cotta porous tiler”) nous entendons les
etltlire : enten briques ou tuiles poreuses dont les mem-
. ont Jeg i ?volr une €paisseur umformg de un pouce,
tios tuileg 5 T ures ou vides ne doivent pas étre trop grands.
lcun & Chacles n'ont aucune valeur parce que, sous lac-
ds re Méthog eur, elles se brisent comme verre; la meil-
Dlace € de construction i I'épreuve des incendies est

Pt

oly

T l 5 x
ggnposﬂ -eeSSO;)nr_mer des arches parallélement aux poutres et
Ll’l‘ Fuis riques poreuses a angles droits: ce qui est
int € nom de “End Construction System.”

ensité

:?1: les n;té?cagi 'lal chaleur a pu étre calculée par son action
B Finiger: e vent a dit avoir une influence bizarre
endrel?d‘e Sy ce, seiles 1fo,rts courants d’air créés par
il Oitg, it 01aflfl§e des_phenor’nenes interessants ; :21 certains
de ;c OU tro;e élt €e avait passé par-dessus les batiments de
bOnsl ou sept Ages pour s'attaquer avec fureur aux édifices
Umer it ;tages, tout en laissant les maisons basses se
¢ty ¢ dang 10 ent ou méme les laisser absolument intactes,
Ae’que b cas de la banque de MM. A. Brown & Son

v €S autres édifices. )

Cey Jany d’
: t)te vi itee"(;}‘el' dans les détails, je mentionnerai que, pour
e lnette, al‘chi? Servation, j’étais accompagné par M. G.-A.
édig" Ponne ¢ :3tCte de Montréal, et qu’a Baltimore nous avons
ton Ces de oy une de rencontrer M. Preston, I'inpecteur des
’heéqu Expors e ville et M. F.-W. Fitzpatrick, de Washing-
nxgurs el €N construction & I'épreuve des incendies, Ces
et Ces brécfg;uont f_our!n de nombreux renseignements et des
so Ju I)Om_‘_ontses relativement & la protection des batiments,
'“Ipp!'.esememnt nous servir grandement quand les occasions
Dlyg i ant “char Bk :
ﬂel;s Notre 'act}tl;?tt'le édifice séparément, ‘celui qui a attiré le
Dlyg TUeS By imlon est le “ Continental Trust” situé i Pangle
malgrg &VE ot ]Ofe et Calvert et qui a 16 étages. C'était le
W& S 12 Chaters, pls moderne *“sky scraper”i Baltimore;
f*ébafémspemi i terrifiante qu'il a eu A subir, il a été trouvé,
le Pl a céﬁlt)arfmtqmen@ d’a-plomb et susceptible d’étre
a‘,e‘;&a.*.“?iéh"' i écgp&paratlvsmem; léger; I “ Equitable”,
> QUi étajt g 1 Ces,é Pépreuve du feu avec structure
‘ Situé d 'angle des rues Calvert et Fayette,

THE BALTIMORE FIRE

Observation Trip of the Montreal Building Inspector.‘
Mon1rREAL, March 15th, 1904.

To the Chairman and Members of the Fire and Light
Committee.

Gentlemen : —

Returning from the scene of the great conflagration
which took place in Baltimore on February 6th, 7th and 8th
1904, 1 feel it my duty to report to your Committee some of
the notes taken and information received while going through
the 150 acres of ruins, where 8o blocks comprising about
2,500 buildings were reduced into ashes by a fire that lasted
forty hours.

Never before has fireproof construction received so severe
a test, and the fact that the sky scrapers are still standing
and their structural members that were properly protected
are intact, is a vindication the most enthusiastic supporter
cf)f the standard type of terra cotta fireproofing could hope
or.

1 beg to call the attention of your Committee to what
may be considered as the * standard type” of terra cotta
fireproofing: The tile must be porous; it must have one
inch webs; the hollows must not be too large, and thin shell-
ed tiles are not good and do not stand the fire any better
than ordinary glass; the best form of fireproof construction
is that in which the skewbacks are laid parallel with the
beams, and the interior blocks laid at right angles, or what
is commonly known as the “End Construction System.”

The intensity of the heat, by its action on the metals,
brick and stone, can be imagined, and the wind must have
played some peculiar pranks and made strange twistings;
the terrible drafts created by the fire itself performed some
wonderfully acrobatic feats; in places the blast had passed
over three and four-storied buildings to attack the six and
seven-storied ones most fiercely while leaving the former
to burn more slowly and even unharmed as in the case of
the banking house of A. Brown & Sons and a couple of
others.

Before going into details, I will say, that on my visit of
mspection, 1 was accompanied by Mr. G.-A. Monette, archi-
tect, of Montreal, and that while in Baltimore, we were
fortunate in meeting Mr. Preston, the inspector of buildings,
of that City and Mr. F. W. Fitzpatrick, of Washington, D. C,,
an expert in fire-proofing, who gave us valuable information
and data relating to protection of buildings in case of fires,
which | will use with advantage when occasion offers,

‘Taking the untouched buildings individually, the one which
attracted the greatest interest is the Continental “I'rust
Building ; it is located on the corner of Baltimore and Cal-
vert streets and 16 stories high; it was the loftiest and most
modern structure in Baltimore. Despite the terrific heat to
which it was subjected, it was found, upon, examination
after the fire to be in plumb and capable of being repaired
at comparatively a slight cost. The Equitable Building, the
oldest of the steel skeleton fire-proof structures was the one
which showed the greatest actual damage. It was situated
at the corner of Calvert and Fayette streets. While its ex-



