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Birth of a New Nation.
Fedepation of the Austrafian Colonies. The Lead-

ing Delegates at the meent Convention
in Melbourne.

(WrUtten for MÀASBv'e ILLUsTRaTIon by eer Austral jas Corres-
ponOdenEt.)

Doubtles nian>' weelcs are this the cable services of the
Canadien press bave made the people of your Dominion eligint.
1>' acquainted wifb thne movement thet la now going on
tbrougbout the Australien Colonies, ta brbng about their
Fedaeration. However, there mc>'b hogne few tacts ta bi
gîven whicb, et thne prisent juncture, ehould prove a! the ver>'
greateet Intereet to the Australiae' fellaw-colonlsts, the people
cf Canada. During tbe week et tb. enato wblch this article
le being wrlttan thera bas been Sitting in MIelbourne a conven-
tion o! delegates f rom tina wbole o! the colanies in the Aus-
tralasian group, cailed et tine instance of the pafnuarchal
Premier cf New Southn Wales, Sir iienry Parkes, and the Pre-
mier a! Victoria, Mr. Duncen Gillies. This convention %vai
conapried of lwe of the leading representatives of tbe difaerent
Parliamenta, and was called ta carry a resolution submitted
b>' Sir Hfenry Parkas, ta declere &uet theo progreas of the Aus-
tralien Colonies has bien se rapir! thât the lime is 110w ripa for
the whole o! tbai ta bc brougint into ana great confedeoratlon,
and furtinar ta propose an innediate convention e! gentlemen
eiacted by the different Colonial Parilamntnfe ta ko Int con-
sîderat ion the hast schinene of fedlerafben for tine constitution
of Fadorated Australie te ha madelied upon. Thne moyennent
bas naturally raceived e great deal o! attention, but itlei a

, j
/Y-

BIR IIBSET I'ARRIS, NEi.0,5W BOUTIIWALpe.

fact that the difiarant Perîjeonents of the Colonies hava flot
until the lait faw mon' ho entared Into Its discuesion witb an>'
dagrea ai entbuesm. One great body to hring the question
inta ifs prisant prominent position le the Australien Natives'
Association, comprisad eolaly o! netive-horn Australiaes,
whose object, ai set forth in thair constitution, le to bring
about tha eerly fedaration of the lande in whicha the>' are In-
terastad. In every parliamnent the increase of young members
bai bien very large et avîry recent election. The trutb of
this can ba ascerteinad ftrom the tact that twenty neov main-
bers, ail belanging ta the Association, were aeofatd et the lest
general elction in Victoria, se that ln ech colon>' e powertul
and compact body bas been formed for the laudable abject cf
promoting tihe unity of the Australien colonies. During the
lait tew meonthe III hai hen vigorously daclared that thE
Fedeation of Australie, le neasar>', eud thne sentiment le
cheareti ta tbe icho, whariver il la uttered, by theo people, who
have a decided disinelinetion ta kaap up the imaginer>'
houndar>' lunes thet exiet between the different colonies. it
heu, hawever, bain fraquently raid that there arc very grant
difficuities in the way of Australian Federation, and considar-
able strass la laid on tbe tact thet there le an utter absence of
an>' avant 8uch as lad ta the opeedy fedoration ef the Provinces
in the Dominion of Canada. Sa fer ns AuRtralie je concerned,
ne diicuit>' will ha exporieuced through cllrnatio influences,
but thie wiil prove an obstacle ln ltna way of Australesian
Federaf ion, as thù people of New Zaand enjo>' a totaîlly dit.-
firent climale ta that cf the Island continent. Bîsîdîs thet,
New Zealand le, s0 to epeek, Ilpecularl>' bulit." liq lofty
mountains and ragee -of hisl melce it a country aesl>' de.
fended, and au l4 ie 1, 200 miles av.a>' tram the other colonies,
the reprasentetives of the two islands declare that: for purpoaes

of defence Australien Federation would be usciese to tters.
Therefore, It le apparent that New Zealand, a country rlch lIn
mineraIs, with sl of aiment remarkable fertility, and immense
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naturel resources, wiil have ta live its awn lite, se fer as a
complete contedleration le concerned. It me>' be telcen for
granted that the constitution cf tbe Federel Parliament for
the Auetralaien Colonies wiUl be modelled principally on the
lines of the Ccnsdian Federatian, and possib>' the greateet
attention will bc with regard ta the poware of the Local Ligie-
latures. It has heen frequent>' remarked by public men bere
that the eutait power left in the hande ef the Provinc ial
Governinente of Canada wouid not bi et ail approved of for
Austrelie, and therefore the speeches tram ever>' member of
the racent conference wera in the direction o! upholding the
necessit>' of ever>' possible power being left in the bande of
the Local Parienents, whîle e Federal Gavernroent would
only deal witb euch queetions as were of national importance.

Prahfahly nôa difliculty wlli bc harder ta overcame than that
of the cete tariffe. At the prasent time bitte! feeling bai
been cngendered b>' the beavy taxes levied an the naturel pro-
ducts of adjoining colonies, and the consequent retalietlon.
It is apparent that ever>' addition ta the tariff on Inter-coloniel
produots reises the berrner thât le being built up, and It has
frequentl>' bain eaid that in Victoria, at lenat, protection bas
gone mad, and more so when a tex ie passed on the ]ive stock
coming into the colon>' from, New South Wales and South Aus-
tralia, and even on fruit and dair>' produce. Alînost ever>'
nameable article that it would hi passible to grow iniVictoria,
whether being grown or not, bai bren eubjeotad ta a tex, end
consequent>' the blgber the obstacle le being bult, the harder
il will be to pali it dowo. Federation bai been prahed, but
the prectica of the Victorien governinent bas been in an en-
tirai>' opposite direction, until now tbe people have taken hold
of the matter, and wiil neyer be satisfled ntif federation hai
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hecome cu abeolute tact. There le not the elighteet daubt
that the firet thing ta h. brought ->bout will ha inter-colonial
frac trade. New South Wales, e tree 'rade eolony, Victoria,

Queensland, Western Australie, and Tasmanfa are ready to
adopt this aImoit Immediatelly, while New Zeeland, aithougà
unabie to federato, will Jobn a oustoms' union. South AuBtr.
lia, however, Be yIl "Yeu muet give us a few years for aur
industries ta grow," and the>' point to the tact, sas IonaturAl,
that Victoria sbould be anxious for inter-colonial froc trade,
as ber proteotioniet polio>' bss mnade her alarge manuaoturig
country, BO Vint ehe bas no need ta teer any competition, The
diffioulty, ever>' member of the conference belleved, cauld be
avercame, and it certanly seenis ridioulous that between s
people ai lIn one land, of the one national type, and wlth the
alme aspirations, re8trictIons sbouid bave been placed on their

commercial relations, quite ai heavy, If not beavier, than aoy
restriction placed on a purel>' foreigu 'country. It le agreed
that the federatian Witt telce Borne tinie, and that ie the mean.
while compromises oould be effected, and duudes whlob nor
exigt reonoved f rom natural praducte, so thet the firot etep
tawarda the aiu of the federationiste would be talien. Te
pel.ty jealous>', nlot the friendly rivalr>', between the differot
colonies la alinost leughablo. Everythlng Victorien ln Newr
South Wales le eneered at, wbile the feeling je fris]>' recipro.
ceted on this side of the Murray'. A better feeling bas ta h.
intraduced betiveen the leaders of the people, and thle
gancrone attitude of Sir Henry Parka t the present juncture
will promote It more than anything aise that could ha con.
ceived. 0f ali colonies, New South Wales je rich ln Its re-
sources. lier mineraI wcalth le even tabulous, white ber large
axtent of country' wili hi rich lu agriculture, and naturel pro.
ducts ivili bc tastered ta a much more coneiderable extent
then et prisent, ivhen no restriction Is placed on their Intro,
duction ta the ather colonies. Stili whet will aflter ail prove
the greate8t factor for federation, le the tact that in Victoria
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lies the energy and entirprise, toat ber witb the capital, that
bas sent ber people into Uic ver>' centreo f ail the other colo
nies, unlil 1 1im> believe thet, in tbree et the colonies ai
laet, the intereet af Victoriens, risident ln Victoria, je larger
ban the people of the colonies themeelves. The intereets of

evar>' colon>' are idenlical, and therafare the custome' tariff,
whicb et present in man>' cases je absurd in the exreno,
me>' net bc eiiowed ta prove such a formidable obstacle as it
le reprcsented ta ba. it bai already bain agreed that the
colonies sbauld fedierate for dafance, and tno> have tedearctd
in their ailion egebnet tire introduction of fthe Chinase. Uni.
tarin marriae laws ara required, as naw tbe colonies are
entirel>' different ln their provisions for divorce. The saime
tbing ould hava been seid e littla while ega wîth regard to
theo law rcleting ta debte, and it was c fact that an ehscondlrg
debtor f ranm South Australie, or any ather colon>', could o
ha arrested et ter hi had passed the imaginery bounder>' lino
tlet rune betwcen thor. Conaldereble attention Bele tgt
ha paîd ta fine question of coinlng The Australien colonial
bave their eilver and coppar mines, the former being tbe moM~
extensive e! an>' et tbe prisent lime. The silver and coppe
are sent f rom Australie, coined ln England, and returned. At
wbet cent? Simplu' this, that et the prescrnt tîme the shilling
in use bas enoty seven pence, tbrea fartbbnge, ta eight penc,
haIt-penny cf ailver in IIt, s0 that et thea Iowcst mare than &
furf h of t1se valine of cen,'shillingq sent Io fhe colonies goas iffto
the triasur>' of thne Britishn Governonont. Tbe savon tbbomu fi
naticeable ivitb the coppar, and Australiens urge that as ti
mînt tinoir gold coin, it le unjuet for the profitable cainage tN
ba teken froni theni. Thire le no unifarn railwey gaugc 1
Australie, wbbob ceuse coneiderabl>' more expena ln the cul-
riage of goode, and go fer ai a Court o! Appeal je oonoerned,
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