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city, thiese trees stand thickiy grouped, miaking the scene quit(
Arcadian and sylvan. There are pretty blossorus iu tis kirr(
of foi-est, sweeter than any other woodland known - those o
the glowirrg, happy, childishi faces, flushing rosy red witi
pleasure as the owners thereof turn towards home with theii
trees, which are to burst forth in sucha hrillianc y on th(

Heiliga Abend " on Christmnas eve.
Arni Hof, that is to say, in flhe courtyard of what was oncc

the roy ai Palace, a great fair rs heid at this season, caiied the
Christ Krnderinarkt, or Fair of the Christ Child. Fromi ail]
parts of Austria and the suhurbs of Vieuna the market peuple
conre, and the booths are spread wiLlh ail[ the dainties most
l)opular in this part of the xorld at this timne of the year.
Edelweiss from the Salzburg is amoog the most attractive ut
the wares-to a stranger at least-su large and pure are its
velvety blossoms, and especially characîcristie and pretty does
it look when cour bined with sonie of the brightiy tinted " ever-
lastings," also products of the Austrian Alps. Jo this formn it
fuls a pair of tiny sabots, or sorrourids a "crucifix " in admnir-
aile imitation of the wayside shrines, which are so cunspicu-
oîrs a feature of the country places in Austria. There are
other bouîhs devoted tu waxen figures of the Christ-child,
suinetimies lying iii the manger, sumnetres in sitting posture
with r he baby arms outstretclrcd, andl in the sanie substance
are the lirtle figures of Mary and Joseph, the Angel Choir, aird
the Shepherds, ail very weil dune, aud very hrilliantly coloured.
Christmas trees, with gaudy festoons arid rosettes of tissue
palIer, are cverywhere, aud somne of tire bootbs shimmner and
si)arkle wrth goldenr and silver puin-pumns aud streamners- the
ortirodox adurrîrueut oif the orthodox tree. Il Pfeffer Kirchen,"
a krnd of gingerbread, miade giorious by colourcd sugar and
giided walnuts, are also highlv iloiular. Piles of apples and
oranges add thieir quota of colour, many hrilliant shadles of
yellow and red, tu tire general gorgeousness of the scene h ut
flhe part of the faiir whiclr secmns to attract the nrost atteritign
is that devoted to wearing apparel and toys, such as are fast
becoming legendary in tliese days, so old-fashioned are they
in their uncouthuess, thougha there are dolis amuongst thein
that rnight challenge those of Paris. At nighit, when the
scene is lit up by torch- or candie-light, it is something that
migbt nmake a paroter grasp feverishly for his brusb. But lie
wouid have to be a paiter upon whomn the spirit of the nid
Dutcb masters or Hogarth had descended. Here are the
drainatic contrasts betweerr light and shadow, the touch of
warmn coi<>ur, the grotesquely wrinkled faces of tire old, or the
coarse, healthy beauty of the young, such as they deliglrted in.
Even the Il Philistines " mrust feel tire heauty of it ail.

The holiday season in Vienna is irn reality what it rs in
tlreory-a timie of lighît-hearted mnerriment. Beginning with
the Heiliga Abend, the festivities are initiated hy a supper,
cuuisisting principaily of fish. XVhy this particular edibie
should be su mucir in favour on this occasiun is a mystery, the
solution of wbich is evidentiy beyond human ability. Fisir is
the rnost expensive food known here, and yet the poorest
fariiy wiii manage to get somne even if it takes the last
kreutzer, or feel doomed to misfortune for the whole of the
ensuing year. Aftcr the supper cornes the lighting up of the
tree, the distrihution of presenits, and the consequent vocif-
erous joy of the chiidren, aided and abetted, hardiy iess vocif-
erousiy, by their eiders.

There is a sound of rnusic in the streets on Christmas
morning, soiern, impressive mnusic, that makes one long to
stop and listen, and to juin with the worshippers who kocel
even out to the pavement before the churches, frorn whicha the
sound cornes. Passing lry, one can see inside very plainiy, for
the kneeling people hold the doors wide open, and une goes
on with arr impression of softly-burnrng aitar lights, iooking
poeticaliy suggestive, giowing thus high above the heads of
tire peuple, and iighting up the dimness of the Gothic interiors
with their significant bnightness. Jo gorgeous vesîrnents, tire
priests move about, arnd add tire flnishing touch to the scene.
Veriiy, this tuwn is a picturesque une indeed

The days between Christmas and New Vear's are filhed up
mucb as they are at home, witir much gaiety and party giving,
and the thi aire rulays a very important part. Annuaiiy, as a
niatter of course, tice German and Austrian chiidren are taken
to see Il Die Puppenfee," a ballet, su exquisitely iovely that une
longs to transport it across the water for the benefit of our own
wee country peuple, aye, and of the big ones, too.

Lt is ail tire stury of a toy shop. An Engiish family cornes

cto it to witiess tire dancing of soire irechanicai figures, nid
1 rriers rt just as a peasant, with his wife and child, are at the

f hcight ut tireir enjuymient over the wonders they hv on
ahr 'J'he peasant farniiy, of course, furroishes the have one'rd

r-ksoithr hy tire way they tuinie over tiiinrg ar
quarrel with each other. Ilut tire Errglisr faiiY IStO
delrghtfui for arry adeqirate desciiption, 'l'ie average Britofl,
travelling abruad, sirouid study it, and su sec ilrirseif as Othe"s
sec hain ; tire likeness is phoîograpiric. P>apa, stout, stiff "I
purnpuus, ieads tire way, foiiowed ciusely by rîr uirma, aiso 't'a
aird very anigular, ar-d directiy behirrd lirer, iu tire weii.klOWf
9steps uf stairs " proportiorn, corne tire four cildren, ail 0'

wirom have inlrited a due sirare of tire paterrrai POrrilO5rsty
ar-d oraterîrai stiffnress. Each is furrrishied witir iong.iiaiid
eyeglasses, thruugh whrich tirey gaze at tire audience wrth a
soieni iacl of expressiurr tirat is; inrterrseiy furrny. Of course
tire unecrarricai figures dance chllirrrigly, tireir stiff grace-
tirere is nu otirer way to descrihie il -vas sirnrpiy wonderful,
ar-d of course the Erîglisir faiiy gaze upour tir aIl ih'
iîetrayirrg tire finrtest irrterest ornpleastîre. P~apat reads the

L'iles "althe stage Erîglisirrer on tire corrilîreu do ha
-and il is kicked out of iris irands iry a dancing
ar-d a very charmiirg yourrg lady doil fails mbt iris arrfls and
sticks tirere -lot hravirrg been suffrciently oiied-ard t11r0'e are
tire only occasions urpon wirich tirey display arry enotioriwh
ever. After tirey have disappeared ar-d tire shop is ieft tO
darkness, the "Pulrpenfee," or doil fairy, eniers. Sire waVe'
her haîrd, ar-d tire îiacc is filled wiîir ligii ; sire wveC it alla'f
ar-d out of every box, down fronr every sheif, cunre the doiîs1
irr costumes of ail nations, tire little I)resderr figures and ai
the varions tuys, arnd orre wonderfui brallet after another einsues
uinil such urne as tire "Purperrfee " sends tirn b'uck to their
corrrers and boxes again. The whoie thing is one of the nxrOst
enrcrarrting entertainnments that tire imaginatiorr ca onjr
Lirp. T'ie mrusic by Josef Bayes is qîrite as irewitchirrg h

Not quite su original, but equaiiy charmiirg, waanOtuît
ballet entitied Il Wiener WVaizer," in wirich Bayes and Gu
aiso had a irand in the arranrgement. 0f course tirere wdsa
great deai of Strauss in tis ;wiro could write of the Vie 1rnee
waitz ,s without i)riniging i bis comorpsitions ? \Ve saw iii

tire first act how they danced tu trois lemfs iri tire latter d3YS
of the last century ; tire second act sirowed us a wedding, wiýh
everybudy attired in 1830 costumes, arrd by way of varietY ain
oid Cernran cushion dance was introduced. For a wiO d-uP Ie
had tire l'rates of tu-day; rrct tire Nobrci ur aristocratic Prates'
wirere patrician Vienrra takes the air in its cororretted carriages
but tire Wurrstei Prates, where t'ne nraidservant dancesA
tire young orarr in the cunspicuoîrsiy checked ciotrhe
wirere tire wandering Jew of reai life tries tu do a littie r

îress " in the nriidst of the' giddy revelry. It was very itr
esting tu the sojuurrrer within the city gates;.

New Year's Eve. Tirat is a time fur mirth, secondr oAbyed, the
Heiliga Aiend. Th'le guest who lias been faitiful tO the ()ne

retuatfor ayear receives iris IlBuwia"-a urixîture of witle
and fruit-free of charge. Iu pubrlic houses ar-d restaurantsthe
lights are prît out for tire monrent the oid year passes awayi
aod are relit with the adverrt of the rrew year amidst the liik
irrg of giasses and cries of'' Prosit, New'jair!

Jo private houses tie custom is nruch tire sanie, and 50 0ne'
thing frierrdiy and kindiy is said to each une as tire New Xîear
euters irpon iris own. But it is a bard rmoment for Lns tre5
in a far off ]and ; the tiroughts, ar-d the ireart with thefli, have
surch a trick of flying miles off tu wbere tire hrome friends are'
XVe wonder if tirey wiil remeorber us as tire Newv Xean' dawfl5'
ar-d we forget to respond to the gay things that are said '0O"
in a foreigro language. There are just a few words pas5lflg
rnaudibly, but frequently, over our lips in the sweet oid oroth er
turigue, IlGod bless tire dear oid friends, and the dear h-in
]and, and senid to tirem a happy anrd prosperous New \lear!

Viennia, March ist, r 896. N. L. JONFS.

Conicerning longs.

0I confectiorrer of repute, even in a provincial towfl, Packs
la is fancy box ofebhocolates, creams, and caramels, wnth
out inciuding a neat pair of cardy-tongs, caei-

wrapped in tissue paper, flic reasurn for tis additionis~e
dent. Were ordinary rbldren to ire tire benrreiciaries Of the
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