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AIY great banefit ta the people would re-
suit from a change cf Administration,
*'le, an the other band, it would probably
ha "10 less difficuit ta show any good rea-
son why the leaders of the Opposition, if
giVen Pawer, migb.t nd bt hexpected ta show
"'1 equal]Y good record at the end of a term
of offce,

Frn acrass the ocean the rumurs of
early. dissolution of Parliament wax louder
&rid lOuder. The question is now evidently
011e ai a few mnontha at most, possibly only
'1 YfeakB or days. The possibility af de-
leat Inust haver like an ugly spectre con-
ti11URIly before the minds of the Government

1dteIr SUppOrters. No doubt thay would
eItly Prefer ta have at laast the threo great

11eaures now before Parliamant :the
1B1dget, the Registration Bill and the
Welsh Disestah:ishment Act, carried
through the Commons arîd either canfirmed
Or rejected hy the Lards, bafore going be-
fore the People for their verdict. VWhether
tbey Wi11 ha able ta accamplish their pur-
Pos With regard even ta the first is hecom-
ille daubtfuî. In their extremity the re-
Vfolt 0i the Parnellites must be as vexations
'4"it 'a inexplicable on ordinary principles.
The 81.nceiity of this littie band af recalci-
tranUt Iri8sh in their desire for Home Rule
'D%' hardlY be daubted. They canntil

t e that tha Radicals have brought it
r4e&Qurably nearer ta tham than it has ever
hee1l bafore. Mont persons wiil ha disposed
to add, tgOr than it in likely ta be again for

11tY ears, if a Tory Governmant cames
lut" POwer." The Parnellites may or they
r4ay oat ba reckoning withou4 their hast,
bnt thair canduct is hard ta undarstand,

nI the assumption of a belief on their
P&rt tbat they can obtain what they want
lUcore 'Pedily froim a Canservative than
'ton' a Liharal Administration.

The assertian that the British Cabinet
bas~ reOOaled ta makre the question of the

%t"ai O the Hanse oi Lards, as at pres-
et cofltituted, the firat plank in their

troilraIdue if farcedl ta appeal ta the caun-
lle res 5 with se much confidence that

4he Situati ta discredit it, yet, in viaw of
thesitatinas it appears ini the light ai the

4t formation available on this side ai the
ooe&la it certainly lacks credibility. Not-

*ItVetbaun the variaus attempts which
klv en made ta ankindie the popular

*t 0 t the degrea necessary ta insura the

Ofc suh amavement, weknaw n
Wihcan be accepted as evidence ai

texistenc ai such a state ai feeling.

'Ia sti-rig vote in favour of the amand-
eu rabalition ai tha U-pper flouse

Sha had, no one can doubt. But that
tePOPUlar resantnient is s0 deep and wide-

éread an ta make it a Eafe reliance on
SiIch ta hase an appeal ta the whoie alec-

î4 f' % different matter. Shauld the
j i"Stre Prove strang enough ta pass the

j Ixntianed aboya and shouid thase

be rejected, as it is taken for granted they

will be, by the Lords, before the dissolu-

tion, the case would be different. Few can

carefuliy study the signs af the times in

England without being convinced that some

radical changes in the constitution of the

Upper flouse, and ~n its relations ta the

representative chamber, are inevitable in

the near future. The question is one ai
time only. But that the time is at band

already is far from evident. Perhaps soma

new light may be thrown on the question

at the anti-Lards Conferenca which is ta

take place at Leeds a faw weeks hence,

should dissolution be delayed 80 long.
Meanwhila we can only wait and watch.

THE COMING COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

The Intercolonial Canference which is
shortly ta assemble at Ottawa is, probably,
unique in the history ai the world. We
are sale in saying that neyer bafore did dele-
gates, representative ai colonies af the same
empire, drawn by the power ai a common
allegiance and hlood, came tagether from
opposite aides ai the earth ta dcliberate
about mattars of cammon interast, and ta
seek ta, develop dloser relations in trade and
passihly in gavernment. The reasan, or at
least one sufficient reaEon, why this in a new
thing undc r the sun, is clear. Neyer bef ore
hadl any empire colonies in regians no far
ramoved irom the cammon centre ai author-
ity. Mareover, neyer had aven Imperial
Rame, the great colanizing nation ai anti-

quity, colonies in which the spirit ai self-
government was sa f ully daveloped, with the
fuil sanction and sympathy ai the MatherState
as ta make such a conferenca possible, or

ta giva it a meaning, hadl it heen passible.

The approaching meeting, if succassfnily

carried ont, may therafore fairly dlaim ta

have put at fauit Soloman's somewhat cyni-

cal maxim in respect ta the lack ai origi-

nality and novelty in the world. It will,

at ieast, ha the exception which proves the
rule. Fnrther, though this may he an

advantage rather than the opposite, no one
will be able ta quote a precadent, either ai

ai snccess or failure. For once, it, cannot
ha claimed that hiktary hacs an example for

the guidance ai the wise mcn who may
assemble.

Evan thosa who may ha most sceptical

with regard ta the possihilities of success,
in the shape ai any impartant caompact as

the resuit ai the Conferance, can hardly re-
frain from haping that natbing may ccur
ta pravent a full raprasentation and an

exhaustive discussian ai mattars ai mutual
interest. The canception is certainly a
large ana, and ana which deservas success,
if success is possible. Evarybady must have
been giad ta sea the annauncamant, the
athar day, that Cape Calany has, aiter al],
faund it passible ta sand repraentatives.
If delegatas ara presant fram ail the colo-
nies and confer togethar ireely and frankly
for a few days, aven should no way ha made

clear for positive agreements or practical
movements for the furtherance of intercolo-
niai trade, which. is, we suppose, the ques-
tion which will occupy the foremoEt place
in the deliberations, the advantage of closer
mutual acquaintance, of giving andr(ceiv-
ing information with regard to each other's
institutions and mathods, and af facing and
discussing, the great unsolved problems of
the future, which are to a large degree the
same for each af the chief colonies, will
more than campensate for ail the trouble
and expense involved. Even to, have con-
tempiated and have grapplcd with a grand
and patriatic project, though it shcuid be
only to find the difficulties for the present
insurmountable, will have heen a stimulat-
ing and broadening exErcise.

Speaking of Ilsuccess," we can hear the

practical man exclaim, IlWhat do you meau
by success ? Suppose that the Oonference
attains every result hoped for by its mont
sanguine promoters, what will ha the re-
suit î " This leads us to remember that, so
far as we are aware, the Conferenco has no
clear-cut programme whose lines its mem-
bers are bound to ,foilow. It is prabably
better 80. At the first of wbat may prove
to be a series of such conferences, it is Wise
that the widest latitude of discussion shauld
be permitted. Important thouglits may ha -

thrown out and important points suggested
in the course of a free and easy discussion,
which wauld not have presented themeelves
had the business in hand been confined ta
definite questions or proposais to which
definita anawers were expected. Atthe hast
the daiegates wiIl not ha plenipotentiaries,
and can do no more than formulate some
nacre or les. clearly outiined policy for the
approval of their respective legisiatures.

It may be reasonably expectad that two
important mavements already projected will
receive material aid and impetus from. this
Conference, that in favour af dloser trade
relations batween the Eastern and the
Western colonies, and that for tha construc-
tion of the Pacific submarine cabla. The
two formidable difficuitias in the way of the
first, that arising from tha Ilmont favoured
nation " clauses in British treaties with
other nations, and that consequent on the
variaus and widely differing trade policies
of the Australian colonies, will no doubt
receive the fullest and mont caraf nI consid-
eration. Whethar, in regard ta the first,
any way out can ha found, it is hard ta say.
The outlook can hardly he said ta ha hope.
ful. But in any cisa thera is tha alterna-
tive of giving ta ail the world tha benafit
of any mutual concessions which may be
sean to be for the advantage of the colonies
concerned. In the opinion af many it will
be no disadvantage to any af the colonies
imtnediately concarned shonld the desired
freedom of commerce extend not pnly ta the
sister colonies but ta other nations. Let
us hope that at any rate one early outcome
of tha Conferance will be the giving of its
deathblow ta the narrow and unsisterly
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