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leaf of the dog's tooth violet. But down in the swamp, haif buried in wet
inosses and dccaying wood andI fungi, is one solitary rootstalk of the curi-
ous Ârisoera triphylluin, or Indian turnip. Where there is one there will
be many, and in another week or fortnight there will be plenty of these
strange hooded things that sorne people wvill insist upon calling pitcher
plants. Tite Indian arumn or the Aristeina is a perennial herb sending up
in early spring a siender scape surrounded with veiny leaves, and witb the
hooded spathe turned over, tlattened, andI often spotted and striped with
purpie, puce, and brown. We leave this solitary specimen where he is,
there being hardly enoughi of hiin as yet to carry away. And look as
closely as we may this is the extent of our discoveries. Now we cross the
road, and passing the open grassy glatIe that pleased the children so,
strike into a low copse carpeted with oak leaves and pine tassels to the
depth of a foot and more. We stop and pull away the year's accumnulated
rubbish andI find that we have narrowly escaped crushing to death a deli-
cate specirnen of the Anemone neinorosa, a poor little stray blossorn that
stands atone in the wood. And now, scraping away in ail directions the
mass of decayed and decaying leaves, sticks, and grasses, we find scores of
littie fluffy, downy points coming Up everywliere under the rubbish, each
of wbich means the dainty blue or bluish-white flower of the future. The
whole matter ie the absence of rain. Let a good rain corne, washing down
the oltI decornposing niatter into the roads and miarshes, and after, let one
good day's sunshine lighit up eveil the darkest corners of the wood, and we
shall have ail the anemones we want. And besides the tender trouble of
the ramn the wind, too, is nleeded - that kind of fresliening, blowing,
tumultuous spring wind that shakos the driod white leaves froin off the
trees and presses open the fast-locked blossorns of the lowest littie flower.
When it is only sunshine that is at baud to help, the growth will
ho tardy, the resurrection iniconhplete. Already, however, the willows
make a golden haze when we stand at a suflicient distance froin them, and
one olin begins to show sorte featbery fnges in place of the mare
pencilled branches of the winter. In the big swamp that goes down to
nieet the strearn the reeds are shooting up, paie greenish-white and hollow,
and as the children stand andI poke at tbern, a kinglisher darts out and
flues into the wood. Blue against the leaden sky, lie is yet dark and
dingy compared to a brokea egg-shell that bas fallen from a robin'e nest,
and wbich. we pass on the ground as we turn to go homte. SEItANUS.

COR RESPONDENCE.

Il C YNI l ELIN K.'
Po i/te Editor of Tîim WEIý<:

SiR,-Tbe discussion of Sbakespearo's text is always a pleasant andI
invigorating exercise whea it is undertaken by honlest enquirers, and not
by dogmatists. And the letter of E. A. Meredith in your issue of to-day
is particularly agreeable, since it deals witbi so delightful a subject as
Cymbeline.

1 arn lad, however, to dissent f ront the correctness of your correspon-
dent'fi corrections of Shakespeare's text, andI beg to give my reasone. In
the First Folio (reduced fac-siiie. Funk and Wagnalls, 1887) I tiad the
lines ernended by Mr. Meredith, to read thus, the puactuation being diflerent
to the Dyce text andI the copy lie quotes:

Gaui. Were yon IL woinan, youth,
1 shoiild woo hard, biit be your grooine ini lione8ty:
1 bid fo" yoil ai, 1 do buy.

Which means, in my estimation, "lWlhathar you be a woman or a man my
sudden affection is go great that 1 arn willing to give as much of it as will
buy your love in return, even though it be as great as the greatest of ail
prices, the love of a man for a woînian." Guiderius was evidantly smitten
as a youth of bis age, eut off from the compaaioaship of the other sex, was
sure to bo, with the evident ferninine graces of the stranger. AntI front
the fulr.es of a sensitive nature wasi ready to give ail to get ail, lot that ail
be wbat it miglit, and to, ny mind it is pratty clear, that tbough he eut-
wardly accepted the staternent of the stranger tbat site was of hie own sex,
and submittad to the adoption of that staternent by bis oldar and younger
-coneequently les impressionable-companions, in his heart hie ratained
a doubt, bern of natural instinct, and cast his throw accordingly.

And if we take the Dyce text, or as quotad by Mr. Meroiih,

In hionesty
I bil for you, as I'd buy,

such a meaning as 1 have statad stili holds : Il Whatever love you have to
give, even se miucl, 1 arn rcady to give too, lot the amount be whatsoover
it May."

I the second emendation suggested by Mr. Meredith, 1 amn sorry te,
say I see no improvernent on the taxt. The rneaning of Ilpervert " is evi-
dontly, in this case, merely to turn asida-not corruptly but in any way,
so that the dire event se plainly foreshadowed by Posthurnus' distraction
may be warded off. Tbe vile conspiratore saw that they bad worked
enough evil, the resuit was more dread than even tbey bad aniticipated,
and tbey were willing to soften matters. In the terrible agitation into
whicb Peethumus had fallen, to, prevent sorne strong action on bis part
would have been impossible, but if they could onhy throw the fiercenese of
his nger eut to anothen object, they would avert a disaster tbay feared.
Thug they would, of course, as Mr. Meredith writes it, prevent the cata-
strophe, but the use of the word Ilpervert " suggests ail to the imagination
t bat the poet weuld express. I arn, sir, yours faithfully,

S. A. CURZON.

rMÂAY 24th, 1888.

RENAN'S IJlSTOIY OF 1SRAEL.*.

CeNeIDERING the wida popuiarity of M. Realan's Origin8 oj ChriatianitY'
and lis own deep interest in the subjeet, it is quite natural. that hoe should
have carried bis researches back into the bistory of the religion which wasy
at heaet, an historical preparation for the Gospel. It has been said that
tbis new work of the brilliant French littérateur lias met with legs succBss
than the Vie de Jésus and subsequant volumes of the serias on Cbristianity.
How thie may be we have no mneans of knowing; but we see, on the titie
page of the volume which lies bafore us, the words sixième édition; and
we fancy there are faw writers who would regard it as a sign of f ailure if
thoir book came to a sixtb edition within two or three rnonths of the day
of publication.

Any one who bad a toleably extensive acquaintance with tbe wnitiiigs
of M. Renan could have given an estiînate of his present work, befere
reading it, whicb would have naeded. scarcely any revision or correction
aften a porusal. M. Renan is as charrning a writer as evar, as graceftil, s
witty, as apigrarnmatic, as lie bas been any tirne thesa twenty or tbirty
years. But hie is also as unscientitic, as arbitrary, as unsatisfactory as ever.
As it was in bis Vie de Jésus and his Orgnsgeaerally, so it je here. M-
Renan's inner sense, rather bis caprice, is the ruhe for the acceptancOp
rejection, or interpretation of any portion of the sacred narrative. The
critical prolegomena are prornise<l te appear hereafter, but no axplanation
of bis priaciples can bring consistency iute a woric whichi indicatas resuite
like those whicli are recorded in the present volumne. The whole work, w8
may remark in passing, is te consist cf three volumnes, andI will contain the
whole bistory of Israel te the tiie cf Christ. Tihii first instalment brings
it down to the reign of David.

M. Renan decides that the early history cf l srael is, te a certain extent,
historical, andI lie institutes an ingenious contrast between the patriarchal
age of the Jeraehites and the golden age cf th(e Aryaas. It L is," bie sayse
"lin the patriarebal age that the destiny cf Israel begias to ho written:
nothing in the hfistory of Israel is intelligible withouthepricalge
This age, like ail infancies, is lost in ngi;b t uy the atriarchal 

inquirar into causes is te break tis darkae(ss liy the help of psychology and
philoiogy. It may be saitI that the Aryan golden age bas as rnuch docii
rnentary evidenca as the patriarchal age; and that thc golden age is a more
dream. But thare is noc real analogy. 'lle patî'iar-chah age had a real
existence: it stili exists in the coun tries in whicb the nomad African ieO
has preserved its purity."

M. Ronan's inethod of treatilg the sacred records is illustnated by 8
passage of the Abbé Barthélemny, in whichi the latter sumtmarizes the hist~orY
of E~neas as given by Virgil: "At that time there lived a man called
.Aneas: ho was ihlegitimate, religious, antI cowardhy. These qualitieO
procured for bim the esteem of King Priain, who, net knowing wbat tO
g7ive him, bestowcd upon bin one cf bis daugbiters in niarniage. This
history bagins on tbe iiigbt of the tatking of Tfroy. Hie left the city, lest
hie wife on the way, went on hoard sbip, fiad an amour with Dido, Quofl,
of Carthage, wbo lived four centuries after imi, beltI very entertaining
gamtes at the tornb of bis fathen Anchises, died in Sicily, andI finally arrived
in Italy near the mouth of the Tiber, when the finit object that struck bis
siglit wae a sow which bad just littered thirty white pigs." . . -6
tbink, witb Barthélemy," says M. Renan, Ilthaft we do as great wrong to
bistory by nobbing it of sucli fine stories." ]9erbaps se; but let us ho quitW
sure that the thinge we remnove front the page of history belong te, the gains
chase. It can ha ne one's interest or business te perpatuate a belief in
contradictions andI impossibilities. On the other baud, it is a cruel and
ruthiese thing te ridicule ancient stonies which bave become dear te MaflY
beants, unhese vary good reason ha given for traatiag them as legendarl Or
mythical.

The account which M. Renan gives cf tlîe enigin of the humai' ra
wouhd ho very droîl, but for considerations sucli as those to wbich we have
adverted. We will oaly say funther, that it is purely subjective and
specuhative. There is a good deai that is intarestîng and pantially trile i
the description which hae gives of tbe different tendencies of the Aryafl a,
Semitic races. Wben, boweven, lie tells us that, while the Aryan religie",
was polytheistic, the " Semite patniarch liad, front the meet ancient tigneoi
a secret tandency toward înonotbeisrn, or, at least, toward a worship th'e
wae simple andI cornpanativoly reasonable,," we know quita well the Motive
of sucb a ramark. Ha is iasinuating, at tbis aarly place, a suggestion Of
the natunalistic explanation of the Hebrew history. Hie admite, funthor
on (p. 42) that the causes of the Semitie înoaotheisrn wene not sim3Ple'
Ponhape thay are te be fouad in the nomadie life nather tha, in SOIIht4C
blood. 0f course, hae entirely ignores on explains away the frequent hSPs
of the Hebrew people into polythaism, andI of course believes notbiiig O'
thein rosteratien te the true faith by Divine judgmeats. It was luerl
the vulgar wbo feli away into the worship cf "lgoda many. " Ho des Iiot

instance the case of the Anabs who were brought eut of pohy theisil a, d
idohatry in the seventb century of the Chîristian era. As regards a boef
in gode in general, ho quotas with approvai the saying of PetrofliU.
Primus in orbe deos /ecit timorn It is, hae says, a formula whicb la
admirabhy true. Mn. John Mill heltI a differant opinion of that forn"l;
andI theught the belief in question, altlîough hie did net show it, had a uu
nobler enigin. r

It is curions how, in bis chapter on the Sons of Jacob or of 1ers0'
(Les Beni Jacob ou Beni-Israel), ha accepts substantially the acceunt giveil
in Gonesie. One wenders how such a destroyer can have anythii'g Of4
record wbich ho handhes se uncaremonioushy. The reasen is partly tA

* Hitoire du Peuple I' Israel. Par Ernest Renan. Tomie 1. PaîB, 1887.
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