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IlYou did somiething that was a good deal off colour for a woman who
wants herseif always regarded as careful of the proprieties. I found you
doing it, and I was shocked, as you say."

Pauline straightenecl berseif in lier chair. "I don't know what you
mean," she replied, a littie crisply, Ilby ' off colour.' I suppose it is
slang, and I clioose, with good reason, to believe that *it conveys an unjustly
contemptuous estimate of my very harmless act, 1 took a stroil along
that beautiful Battery with a friend."

IlWitb an advcnturing newspaper fellow, you mean," said Courtlandt,
cool as always, but a littie more sombre.

Pauline rose. I wjll stand a certain auiount of rudeness toward
myseif," she declared, "lbut I will not stand sneers at Mr. Kindelon. No
doubt if you bad met one walking with sorne empty-beaded fop, like
Fyshkille, or Van Arsdale, you would have thought my conduct perfectly
proper."

"J'd have thouglit it devilish odd," said Courtlandt-"l and rather bad
forin. I've no more respect for those fellows than you have. But if you
got engaged to one of themi I sbouldn't cail it a horrible disaster."

Pauline siniled, with a threat of rising ire in the sînile. Il Who thouglit
of iuy becoming ' engaged' to anybody 1"she asked. And hier accentua-
tion of the word which Courtlandt had just empioyed produced the effect
of its being scornfuily quoted.

lie was toying with the links of bis watch-cbain, and lie kept bis eyes
lowered whie lie said: "lAre you in love wvith this Kindelon cbap 1

Sbie fiusbied to the roots of bier hair. IlI-i shall leave the room," sbe
said, unsteadiiy, "if you presume to talk any further in this strain."

IlYou are a very rich woman," pursued Courtiancît. Wbat lie said
liad soniehow the effect of a man exploding sornething with a baud of
admira bie firmness.

IPaulinie bit lier lips excitedly. She made a movemnent as if about to,
quit the chamber. Then some new decision seemed to actuate lier. "lOh,
Court 1 " she exclairned, reproaclifully, "lhow can you treat me iii this
unbandsorne way 9,"

fie had lifted bis eycs, now. I am trying te save you frorn raking
ridiculous inarriage," lie said. I tried once before--a good wbule

ago--to save you from rnaking a frigbtfui one. My attempt was useless,
tlien. 1 suppose it will be equaily usclcss now."

Pauline gave an agitated inoan, and covered bier face with both hands.
.... Ilideous niemories liedl been evoked by the words to which she bad

Just listened. But iinînmcdiately afterward a knock sounded at the partly
closed door whicli led into the hall. Sbe started, uncovercd bier face, ani
nioved toward tire door. Courtiandt watcbed lier wivhle she excbanged
certain low words with a servant. Then, a littie later, she approacbied
bini, and bie saw that lier agitation liad vanished, and that it appeared to
have so vanislied because of a strong controlling effort.

IlMr. Kindelonr is bore, " she said, in abrupt undertone. "If you do
trot wish to nieet hirn you ean go back into the dining-room. "She made
a gesture toward a portiêre not far away. IlThet leads to the dining-roorn,"
she went on. IlAct just as you choose, but he civil, be courteous, or do
flot remnain.

II will not remain, " said Courtlanldt.
.H e bad passed from the room soine littie tirne before Kindelon entercd

it.
Y4 oir did not expect to see rue, " said the latter, facing Pauline. is

big fraine had a certain droop thet suggested bumniiity and even contrition.
lRe held bis sof t hiat cruslhcd in one band, and bie mnade no sign of greeting
witb the other.

"lNo, " said Pauline softly, Il 1 did flot expect to sec you. " She was
waiting for the sound of the beil-door outside ; she soon beard it, and knew
that it amant tbe excit of Courtlandt. Then she went on "but since you

are bere, will you flot be seated ? "
"lNot until you bave forgiven me! " Kindelon murmured. Between

tbe rich, fervent, ernotionai voice which now addressed lier and tbe even
regularity of the tories she bad just beard, wbat a worid of difference lay!

"You were certeinly rude, " shre said, thinking liow chivairousiy bis
repentance became hirn, and bow strong a creature bie looked in this weaker
subrnissive pbase. IlYou know that 1 liad only the most friendly feelings
towerd you. You accused me of actuai hypocrisy. But I will choose ta
believe tbat you (lid flot mean to lose y our temper in tbat positively wild
way. .. .Yes, I forgive yau, and in token of my forgiveness, there is rny
baud."

She extended bier band, and as she did so bie iiterally sprang forward,
seizîng it. The next instant lie bad stooped and kissed it. After that lie
sank into a near chair.

IlIf you bad not forgiven me," bie said, IlI sbould have been a very
miserabie man. Yaur pardon miakes me happy. Now I am ready ta turni
over a new page of-of friendship . . yes friendsbip, of course. I shall
neyer say those absurd, accusetory tbings again. Wbat rigbt have I to
say tbem ? Wbat right have I to do anytbing more that the bonour of
your notice, as long as you choose to bestow it ?i I bave thouglit everytbing
aver ; I've realized the fact of your being willing ta know me at ail is an
immense exteuded privilege!"»

Pauline still remained standing. She bad baîf turned from him, while
be thus impetuausiy spoke; she was stariug down inta the ruddy turmoil
of thp lire.

IlDon't say anything more with regard to the littie disagreement," she
answered. "lIt is ail ended. Now let us taik of otiier thiugs."

Hie did not answer, and sbe let quite a long pause ensue wbiie sbe
stili kept bier eyes upon the snapping coal-blocks. At leugtb she con-
tinued.
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I shall have the full list of Mrs. Dares' guests quite soon. It bas
been prornîsed me."

IIYes 1 " sbe licard birn say a littie ebsently.
11I shall, no doubt, have it by to-rnorrow rnorning," she weut On.

"Then I shail begin rny arrangements. I shall issue invitations tu, those
wbomi I wish for rny guests. And I shahl expect you to help mie. You
proinsedl to help me, as you know. There wiil be people on the iist whoni
I bave not yet met-a good many of tbem. You shahl tell me ail about
these, or, if you prefer, you shahl simnpiy draw your pen tlirougb tbeir
names. . . Why don't you ask me bow I shahl obtein this boasted list ? »

"You mean that Mrs. Dares wiil send it ?" she heard bimi ask.
"No, I mnean that I shahl secure it fron bier daugliter."
"11r daugliter?"

"Yes-Cora. I have been to sec Cora. I visited bier studio .. By the
wey, wbat a good portrait sbc bas there of you. It is rcaiiy an excellent
likeness."

She siowly turned and let a furtive look sweep bis face. It struck bier
that bie was confused and discoinfited in a wholiy new way.IlI think it a fair likeness," be returned. IlBut I did not sit for it,"
bie added, quickly. IlShe painted it from nernory. It-it is for sale like
lier other thiings."

"lOh, no, it is not for sale," said Pauline. She saw lus colour alter a
little as lier gaze again fouud stealthy means of scrutiuîzing it. "lMiss
Core toid me that very decidedly. She wents to keep it-no doubt as a
precîous mernento. I tbougbit the wish very flatterig. I-I wondercd
wby you did not ask Cora Pares to rnarry you.",

"Sle perceived that lic bad grown pale, now, as bie rose and said:
1I tbink I shahl neyer ask any woman to marry me." He welked

siowiy toward the door, pausing at a littie distance from its thresbold.
IlWben you want me," bie now proceeded, Ilwili you send for me! Then

Iwili rnost gladly corne."
"You miean . . about tbe salon ?" she questioned
"Yes .. about the salon. In tbat and ail other ways I arn yaurs tu

conand..
Wben bie liad "one she sat rnusing before tbe tire for nearly an hour.

That nigbt, at a little after nine o'ciock, slie was surprîscd to reccive a6
copious list of naines froin Cora Dares, eccompanied by a brief note.

She sent for Kinîdelon on the following day, and tbey spent the next
evening together froiii eigbt until eleven. Ie ivas bis old, easy, gay, brul-
liant self again. Whbat hadl occurred betwcen thein scerned to have beel
absohuteiy erased frour bis meînory. It alitost piqued lier to sec bow per-
fcctly lie played wbat she knew to be a part.

Soon efterwards bier invitations were sent out for the fallowing Thur3-
day. Each oume was a simple "lAt Home?" She awaited Tbursday witb
mnuch interest and suspense.

(Z'o be Oontinued.)

<VER4X " 0ON THE QUEEN'S BOO0K.

WE can know but littie of the effect of a royal enviroument upon a royal
personage except by a voluntary (lisclosure such as tbe Qucen bas now
made, and wbicb is so valueble, partiy becausc of its rarencss, but cbiefly
because it corntes ta us like a flash of liit from a distant ail but unknoWii
ianid. Our ignorance, it shouid be observed, relates cbiefly ta tbe moral
andi intellectuel effect produced by the royal enviroumient, and not to the
environent itseif. 0f tbis we may take severel attributes for granted.
We sec at once that it mnust differ in many essentiel respects from the
environiments of coimmion people. One difference is found in tbe elfllost
ebsolute power of controlling it wbicb lies in the Sovcreign's bands.
Ordinery folk cennot belp tbemselves. Tlicy must take life as tbey
finds it. Tliey cennot aiweys choose the sort of people tbey bave
ta deai witb, but must teke theni as tbey corne, rivais, cynics, critios,
people who do not care a strew for tbcm, end have not the smaiiest
objection ta, tread an tbeir corns. The disciplinary effect is fia doubt
admirable. It teaches us ta, know ourseives, and it compels a recogitioni
of the riglits of others. From discipline of tbis sort a sovereign is almast
wboliy exempt. He cen take care ta reinove from the range of bis habituai
intercourse ail unpicaseut things. The resuit is the freest possible
autcome of bis own nature. The autocratie individuality bas fasbianed its
surraundîngs ta its own teste, we sec it as it is. In sucb a stete of thiflgs
wben everytbing disagrecable bas been weeded out of the surraundings Of
daiiy hife, there are no critics, no censurers, no advisers. Moads of temiper
wbich je private persans wouid bave ta be repressed are enticed anid
pampered into luxuriant growth. Sorrows meet witb exaggerated
sympetby, and wheu a fit of geiety succeeds everybody is ready ta attest
by appeals ta Heaven bow naturel and bow laudabie is tbe indulgence.
How will it fare witb poor buman nature in sucb circumstauces? If e
reaiiy wisb ta know, tbe Queen's Book supplies us with abundant illustra-
tions. In the first place we have what may perbaps be described as a11
enormaus aggrandizement of seif-consciousness. It absorbs juta itself ail'
persans and tbings that corne within its range till tbey ail tbink the sanie"
tbougbts, sigli the saine siglis, and shed the saine tears. The Quecu preseflto
hersel ta the warid as e sarrawing widow, and in that character asks for
universel sympathy. It is net in buman nature ta refuse the request. Yet
widawbood is fia uncammon misfortune. A colliery explosion aften makes
fifty widaws et a stroke. A collier's widow finds the cuphoard ernptYe
and is abliged ta stifle ber grief in order ta flnd ber cbhdren food. In the
exaggerated self-consciousness of roalty a special meesurement is applid'
ta the ardinary incidents of life, s0 thet whet wauid appear ta ordinary


