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QUANTITIES AND CONTRACTS
'Pile u)Iitlit>tl il' Vogue1l Of e.stiimnatinul,> firoîîî

plans andi( s1iificatioiis, wliielh lias )eeil ili ex-
i steiice tlnriuiig tlue p ast g-enerationi, ii(1 pos-
siblv loiger, is about t() be suiîerseîled by al
îîîoîe, efficieîît înletlod.

No iiaittcr lîow iiaux-i nîcui or firnîis aire fig-,
iîig a bilig eacli talkes Off bis owîi qllantities

aICI fi -lires acodîgxald flic tiînie ai nw-eîl
foir determiiug tbe valuie ofý îvo-l is low, g-eu"-

erlî-s~eaiigt0O<< it Soiiieoiie Ilias sa]
aeracy- is too 8ftî u.1î i lievîil lor sp <cci.I is

eiit miiloiis are U(iiulie\e tu> .111 a(i 1resul.-
ilg couîîdivailoîs. IFStîiiiatiîig asN it i s ilow dolle

entails ain inîînietise aniounit of wastecl time and
eiicrgy, as onie inidividual eoul(l take off the

qunantities readv foi- prici--, wli ereas twenty,
~>îi~p',are doingý thie saine ýwork, ail gý,oinlg

over tlie saie grounc1d. The builder iii the vari-
ous linoes wzistes al great dcea] of llus ownl timle
ai tli' tiinuc of ien in his eniplov in takinîg oif
quaititics for estinuating. If tlîis wasted tirne
and neg couldl be clevotcd to silpervi.sing
iietual conistruction work'o 011 hand, it xouldl be
inucli botter fromu tlic staniid poii)t of efficiency,
and, iieîîitiil]Ny, profit. Thie bui Ider inayi) not

a(fld al partîcular item for the wasted tinie aiid
eneirgy\ in ani estilnate, but in the overhead cost
of thie varions builings lie dloes; it bcmsa
serions itemi of office exesandf tiierefore
înust be, andi( is, îîaicl for eventuallv by thie own-
ers, allough il.cler our present inetliocs lie miiv
fle\'er r'eali7e tle fa',ct.

It appears thint we are wiinting, iii efficienit
iinethiods in tliis particular. Owneèrs ilîay Pay

iii the c11(1 mnany tinies over for taking off the
dluantities of a buiildlingo; thiis would not be the
case if miue weli-tiraiied person wcsc to take sucli
quanltities off' andl du1plicate lists of thlese quasi-
tities furnished to each biddcer as al uniforii
basis upon whieli to figure. Thiis would help
to redluce tlie cost of construction iii the sense
tInt al builder wouilcl be able to devote more
tiînie to tiue work lie lias ils actual l)iogress. T-e

w-olffi liave more tinie anAf a«iere miiff withi
\viliil to coîîsider- Uic sîinier-ois questions w'ilîi

alwalvs arise in carvving. Out work ; -greiter
efficieilcY iiiid less waste wvoild resuit.

I t wouldl seeni, t1lerefore, tîtat tlie crealtion of
tiue ofhee (if quanititv surivev or, lienlsedl hb the
(lovelrîiîîelit, Or aîîîî)oînte(d by thle archlitectural

assoiatinsis desirable ; incii wliîo hiave si >eciil
tr i li tlîis work andi wlio are respoisil)le

ii<1 Coin peten it. 'I]i pl )1ans andl spici-fica tio(>11
woul(1 pass inito bis hiandls froîîs thie arcliitcct.

'Ilris dnlt 'V Woldf le to ilear bill of quanitities
of tlue varions naterials; required for thle col,-

Kfiletioin of thie buiilingi,. Thiis bill of quarliti-
tics, witli ilc plails aîîd spiecificatiolls to be sub-
uîittecd to tlhe viosbidders wl'bo are to fgr

t110 w'ork. Tile Olns aiid( specifletations to iii-
ilicate tlie conditionls unde(lr wlicll con)struction
wvil I taze place, lehtof builéliiîî, cliiaracter. or'
work1, etc., 11i(1 tlie bui or (luantities to iniclicate

f'lie quiantit *v or iliateriaLs of ail] kinds îvili the
sluceessful bidder is exiiected to furniish. Thie
bill Of qUanltities siiould be iadie flie basis or

tlie conitract eniteredl into hctween the buildler
illid thie owiier. ç1ill(cl 1110oue mafterials be re-
<iuiredi thie builier. to be pidc for samile at blis
ow-uî uni t rate. alid il . 1e's unaterials are reqni red,

l'lie saie (o boecl ce froliî flic conitract iit flue
ini t rilte. r1i woll](1 ivsit iin al great saviîno.

o'f (iI±Vali tic ilow wasted, 'ild rc(sult il,
be.tir iliderstiliilîgl- c~ei ili piarties.

Somie hillders s(111 to lic op posedj to ellange


