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Cessi :
Slon, such as the honorable member refers to, but I will
ma € enquiry_

eference to private agreements usually leads to misun-

ti:::tal'lding, and Mr. M’ Arthur appears not to know the situa-
FSGU;-Cem fCanada. The sugar trade in C;anada has been the
Wholes? no rev?nue, and in fact considerable loss to both
asked ale and rgtall tradefs ff)r years. .The reﬁpfars have been
Stgars tq step in and assist in regulating condmong, so that

S might cease to be sold at less than buying prices. The

refy

a Ners cannot, in any sense of the term, be said to have forced

. ‘:]fclotting arrangement”’ upon the trade. .But sollong. as
out 1o o e%ale merchants were at liberty to obtain supplies with-
neny straint from other than the regular channels, .amy agree—
etai to regulate the trade.vyould have been impossible.
€rs are, of course, free to import sugars as they please.

the Zhe “l:ebate plan” of selling .merchandise %s no longer
. ievXC?Dnon, but a]}nqst tl?e rule in trade: While we dQ.not
aDpea: in trage r_estnc.txm.l, it must be admitted that conditions
we SOmetlmes‘to justify the use of the “rebate plan,” and
- D{efer to pass judgment upon results rather than on general
Principles.
It is certain that dealers in sugar are not making exorbi-
Profits. Refiners here are naturally interested in knowing
. te refiners in Gr.eat Britain are pre!)ared to com'p]y with
Such, :ﬂf;s upon which the preference is granted, viz., “that
Sugar efined sugar has be?n. manufac.tured wholly ) from raw
Secure l:ll-'lOduced in the Bl‘l‘tlsh co'lc:)mes or possessions.” To
e o e observz}nce of th{s'condxtlon will tax the'energies of
arraBUStoms officials. British refined sugars, prior to the
gement between refiners and the wholesale trade, to which

We ) . . .
haye referred. have not been generally imported into this
Country,

tant
What

THE WOOLEN INDUSTRY IN CANADA.

(Continued from last issue).

chagh: British conquest diq not work out immediately any great
o legmltl;thg cloth-makmg'mdustry. British statesmen had yet
ewin at it was not p.osable to keep the colonists perpetually
Cﬂuntf wood and dt:awxfxg vyater for the benfeﬁt 9f the Mot.her
i"ngY- The dominating 1dea. of stafe policy in the United
Session m, when the French klrxg resigned his Canadian pos-
Solely tS, too, was t}aat of protection. Free Trade was consigned
' to the theorists.

Dl'ot:::-]ada’ with other coulftries, suﬁered from the violent
eightee]:t; laws of Great Brxfam during the seventeenth and
Wooler : centuries. To ?.SSISt the makers of wor'sted and
Prohipy cloths. the exportation of yarn from Great Britain was
enrylt\i? By 28 Geo. III.,' cap.. 38,' a statute })a.ssed in 23
embay I1., was reinforcefi with the object of placing a stricter
st o Ogo upon the exportation of these_ yarns. Canada was the
cap 4 uﬁtry to br.eak down these restrictions. By 47 Geo. IIL.,
v Wt;rt e Imperial House of Commons enacted that woolen
Rood, fsted yarn was necessary to complete .the assortment of
tion o l;r Indian trade in Canada, and accordingly th? exporta-
Was mad ve thousand. pounds of yarn annually to t.hlS gountr}r
was o e lawful. With Fhe development of the Indian trade, it
Po tiond necessary to increase the amount of legal yarn ex-
s o ns to Canada. By 52 Geo. III, cap 40, permission
glven to export twenty thousand pounds of yarn each year.

nisC:(;ladians had their oPtion, either to import cloth. in its
¢ w State from the United Kingdom, or else make it from
antg 00l as best they could. The great majority of inhabit-
> “rench and British, chose the latter course.
the late spring, when the ice had disappeared. and the
had lost their frigid temperature, the sheep were driven
ang lfisst‘l:eams"or to the lake shore, and washed by the farmer
erent help.” The time of washing naturally varied in diff-
24t olf)a;t{s of the country, but seldom took place beforevth’e
S im 2y, and generally in thfa month of June. When it
Waship Possible to reach a running stream, or a lake. the
en : Process was a:pt to lack thoroughness, and the sheep
en t:"ged from their compulsory bath very black and dirty.
) ¢y had been washed, they were driven back to the barn
fa erf:""f‘- The wool was then washed again in tubs by the
the o Wwife. After it had been dried, the wool was ready for
Stage of manufacture.
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The carding was accomplished by hand cards, which were
merely two blocks of wood, about nine inches square, covered
with leather, and into which had been set a number of iron
teeth. Holding a card in each hand, the housewife worked the
wool between the cards until it fell to the floor loosely formed
into strings, regular in shape, and each about one yard long
and half an inch in thickness. Carding was done. as in fact all
the stages of manufacture, at odd times when the female mem-
bers of the farmer’s family had finished the routine tasks of the
day. In the living room of the farm-house, fifty years ago, a
spinning wheel was usually to be found. Lhere were two
kinds of wheels in use; the large wheel and the small wheel.
The large wheel was turned by occasional pulls at the spokes,
given by the spinner, who, standing beside the wheel, with
alternate steps back and forward, stretched the yarn. As
spun, the yarn was wound on a spindle attached to the wheel.
The smaller wheel had a more familiar use in spinning flax
for linen, but was also used to make woolen yarn. This wheel
was driven by a treddle, the spinner sitting comfortably in a
chair. Four ounces of lint, cotton, or half a pound of lock
wool was a day’s stint in spinning, although a clever spinner
could easily do twice as much.

The yarn was reeled into skeins and then ready for dyeing,
unless it was to be used in the white. Wool was sometimes
colored before spinning—dyed black or red—then carded with
white. The resultant thread steel or red mixed was very soft
and harmonious in color.

The looms were ponderous machines but of simple con-
struction. In each settlement there was, even in the very early
days, some person, generally a woman, who gave her whole
time to weaving, and exacted toll from the goods of her
neighbors who brought their yarn to be woven into cloth.
Fulling the cloth was the process of a later day, although the
housewife often shrunk the cloth in tubs by the liberal use of
soap.

*Old silk, carefully ravelled, when carded with white wool or
cotton, made the silk mixed that was such a favorite for the
long stockings worn with knee breeches, as well as for home-
spun gowns. They were woven in checks, stripes and cloud-
ings. One of the prettiest was dice cloth—a kind of basket
weave—of alternate white and black or gray threads, thirteen
to the group. It was troublesome to weave—a thread too many
made a balk in the pattern. Children and servants had simple
checks in blue, or copperas and white. Linseys for winter
wear were gorgeous in green and scarlet, and black and blue.
Dyeing was part of the home work, as well as weaving and
spinning.  From walnut hulls, bark and root came twenty
shades of brown. Green walnuts and sumach berries gave a
beautiful fast black that did not stain the wearer. Hickory
bark or peach leaves gave a glowing yellow; swamp maple, a
blackish purple; sugar maple, a light leather tun, ana oak bark
set with copperas, a handsome grayish color. Tt fact a skilled
dyer could get twenty colors from the woods and fields.

‘tThe introduction of machinery into the woolen industry
began in the first year of the present century. In 1805, a
Scotchman, Alexander McIntosh, made spinning wheels in
Pictou, Nova Scotia, and the industrious housewives all over
the province were busy at cloth-making. Mills, making
machines and tools for home use, were soon to be succeeded
by small mills equipped with machines to assist in the work
of producing cloths.

The carding and fulling mills lightened the work of the
woemen of the colony, who, at this time, did not confine their
labors to the household. but often assisted the men in the
fields. The wool was carried many miles to the mills, gener-
ally on horseback. The common charge for carding in 1817 is
placed, by Gourlay, at 9d. per Ib., and for fulling cloth, 6d.
per yard.

The number of mills and the output of “homespun” con-
stantly increased, until about the year 1875, when the com-
petitors of the woolen factories began to drive out the less
economical system of production. The census of 1871 esti-
mated an annual production of 3,339,766 yards of home-made
cloth in Quebec, while ten years later the census takers reduced
this estimate to 2,958,180 yards. The decrease was not as great
as might have been expected, in view of the increased facili-
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