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FIRE: ITS CAUSES AND, CURES.

1.
It was in 183,3 that the phosphorus match came into

use. Its invention was a great domestie convenience,
but it has proved a prolific cause of tires. Between one-
fourth and one-third o! ail tires on this continent arise!
f rom matches, but there is hope that the safety match,'
whieh "lights only on the box," will reduce this dreadful
proportion. The safer kind is not yet as cheap as the
other, and the majority of people prefer the cheaper and
more dangerous sort. But perhaps conditionis will
chafige.

Very considerable, too, is the number of destructive
tires produced by spontaneous comîbustion, e.g., ih
paint shops, in coal bunkers on ship-board, among
damp hay or straw in barns, among oily waste or rags~
in houses. Then oui- modern illuminants are causes of
tire, largely by reason of our negligent use of thern.
Petroleum, with its by-products, gas, both artîticial and
natural, and the ellectrie current, have contributed to
cause tires.

These plain tacts, and many more, are set forth in
the valuable address on -Fighiting the Vire Fierai," de-
livered belore the recent Conv-ention of Vire Brigade
Chiefs at Winnipeg by Mr. A. Lindbach, Vire Commnis-
sioner of Manitoba. Our people need amousing on the
subject of Fire Waste, since we on this continent are
being impoverished at the rate.of $4,o0o,ooo teo l
000 every week by ires, large and small.

After some historical referen.-ces to tires o! old, in
Lyons, in Rome, in London, the origin of tire insumance
and the growth of its concomitant, incendiarîsm for
gain, which was then added to the carelessness, acci-
dent, mischiet, and evenge, whicb theretofore weme the
four main causes of ires, Nlr. Lindbttch says-z

4-It will be seen that when we talk< about common
fire causes they can readily be summed txp under these
three general headings: Carelessness, incendiarism, and
accident, ranging in importance lin the order named.
Wle need to realize that 75 per cent. of ail fires, which
are not incendiai-y, are çamelessness in some formi or
other--carelessness of the architect, of the builder, of
the landiord, of the tenant, of the employee, and care-
lessness even on the part of the insurance comparues in
the valuation of anid acceptance of dangerous risks.

-Again, being a hustling, chance-taking people,
we are continually gambiing that bad risks wil flot
bumi, when we lmow, or ought to, know, that sooner or
later they wiil.

"lIn oui- business hurry we carelessly throw a lighted
match into some dangerous place filled with combustible
material, or we drop a lighted cigar or cigarette without
regard to consequences; we put floorsweepings con-
taining phosphorus matches and aIl sorts of inflammable
rubbish into wooden receptacles; we have no timne to
study "spontaneous combustion," and, therefore, leave
all sorts of incendiai-y combinations in Our shops; we
are loth to believe that rats or mice realty lever cause any
lires ; we run stove f unnels close to varnished partitions,
we fli with combustible merchiandise immense floor
areas, pierced with al sorts of llght shafts and elevator
wvells and, then label therm -fireproof buildings."

>LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE.

T.L.P. thus sensibly corrects thec ver>' questionable cur-
rient proverb that " thc womld owes evcry maxn a living ":-
~The world doesn't owe ever>' maxi a living. It owes hini oui>'
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the subject has been referrcd to, the law officers of the Crown
in Englartd.

During the Iast ten years the Travelers Insurancç Com-
pany has paid out $ii,î 9 2/i96 ini death and indemnity bene-
fits paid under accident policies. 0f this great sumo $430,563
was paid to Canadiani policyholders; in Michigan, $248,584;
in Maine, 819)8,588; inl Massachusetts, $723,501 ' ini Ohio,
$00o,657 ; ini Peî,nsylvania, $922,134; and in New York State,
$1,359,348, whîch is about i_- per cent. of the whole.

A re-union of agents of the Extcelsior- Life Comnpany wàs
held in Toronto ibis xxeek, and a goodly number of them
came togpether to bc addressed in turn on diticrent subjec t'
by the general managcr, the inspector, the president, and
varicous dirctors or otur.They aiso had five-minute talks
on xprlnc in the fleId. aind wounid up with a dinner io the

ageny nd office staff on T'hursday evening. The Conven-

A case has been decided on appeal by the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania, justifying the refusai of a company
to pay an accident dlaim under the following circumstances:
-The testimony showed that the insured, a man of 66 years
of age, who weighed 184 pounds, tried to board the las-t car
of a train that was approaching a station ait reduced speed,
but running six or cight miles an hour. He had an umi-
brela ,::der hi, lef t armn, and, wîth his left hand, he took
nold of the rail at tho front platformu of the car and placed
his left foot on the lower step. Hi, hold was broken, and he
f cli backward, and was killed. It was declared by the court
that the question was flot strictly whether the insured was
negligent,, but whether hle exposed himself to a risk flot
coverlied by the policy and that the words " voluntary exposure
to unnecessary danger," in the clause exempting frein I-
ability, had been construed as an intentional and unnecessary
exposure to danger so obvions -that a prudent person, exer-
cising reasonable foresight, would avoid it.

CANADIAN INSURANCE SITUATION.

'Public opinion in Canada respecrting insurance legisla-
tion appears to bie more sane, or about to lbecome more sane,
than is public opinion in the United States. Statesmen of
the Doinnion seem Io be more statesmanlike with respect
to the sanie subject than legislators in somte sections of the
United States. Tho press of Canada gives signs of pos-
sessincr a larger portion of rationalîty on the subject of how
much or how htIle the insurance business should be inter-
fered- with by restrictive legisiation than their editorial
hrethren of this demain. Lt selems to be the case that the
citizenship of the Dominion, as a whole, is less disposed than
its counterpart on this side of the border, to hold the officers
of life insuranceý compauies to ail kinds of responsibilities,
under the penalty of criminal prosecutions, and at the sanie
time deny to them anything like a free hand to work out the
excellent results for policyholders which it is their clesire
and ambition to achieve.-I nsurance Press, N.Y.

FIRE AND MARINE NOTES.

The new high pressure service for fire protection ini the
City of New York wilI be so far coxnpleted b>' Novexuber xst
that a test can be macle.

On Monday and Tuescla> last a Firemnen's Tournament
was held in St. John, N. B. Ai great crowd was present from.
the UJnited States and Cana&la.

Summer hotels in the United States have been burned
latel>' in considerable number, and insurance meni are much
more careful in dealing with this class of risk.

A fire in the Axin Street school ini Montreal did $ro,ooo
damage. Loss is fuilly covered in the Royal, Lonidon & Lanca-
sbire, London, Mount Royal, Ottawa, Equit>' and Anglo-
American.

Arrangements have now been macle for the reception of
lire chiefs of the Province and of Spokane to convene at
son, B.C., on September ic9, with the view to organization.
pecial committele of the 2,000 club is looking after thec
ter.

The ncw fire equipmnent of Macleod, Alta., bas been
m a most satisfactory test. It coiisists of a double 45-
on portable chemnical engine with over two thousand feet
irst class liose, two up-to-date hose carts, and a first class
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