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CANADA AND THE NAVV.
- N this issue appears a parliatnîcntary retuti whicli

bas rccîîtly arouscd a great (leal of itîterest ini

il î Hitatin. At first siglît, mîatters rclating 10 the
Royal Navy miay seein of sutfticietîtly retîlote iii-

tercst to tlie niajority of the officers anid men

of tue Catuadiatu mullutua, but a itile retiection
shotild prove tlîat îothiing cani be of (lecler ini-
tercst t0 uis thian the condlitioin of tlie sca p)owcr

of Britain, to which wc owe oiîr cxistence as a British colony li
trnes past, anîd ini close conijtuîchioîli witi whicli our iiîiary for-Ces
would hiave to work, iii the e'eiut of war. Froin the moment of the
commnencemient of luostilities to the fit ing of tlîe last guni, we would
lie drctwing arns, ammuiiinitioti, stores of evcry sort, over sea -, %ould
uiot tlie preservaton of thc sea-rotîtes over wlîicli these wouild couic
lie a matter of the first imîportance 10 uts ? Futhcr. ini certain con-
tingencies, oui* lakes illighît require 10 lie lield ;and ini iliat evetit the
Royal Navy %votild have to covet' our frotîtier froîî Cornwvall 10 P>ort
Arthiur. There woulcl be an ctîornîous différence tcweî hle task
tlîc deleti(ers of Caniada wvould have 10 facc if they simply liad to
keep) several river frotîtiers, wvitlî tle Uniion Jack stupreine on1 tlîe
Great Lakes, their own tlaîîks guardcd and( thiose of ait euietuy
thireatetie by tlîe ile, antîchle task of dcfcndiuug tlie countrv wutlî
the Great Lakes held by tlîc eiinm v lth tlie dlefetîdleis' own ilaîiks
îliteateuîed by wvater-boriie arunies. 0ur mîilitia s%-stcni, il cati lici er
lie too ofteti repeate(l, is oneC liîk ini the cliaiti of I îîperial (lefelice;
tliete is the uîavy, tic Iuiilerial aiiy, and( local defetice. 'Tle last-
uiamed wilI be effective iin prop)ortioni as il wvorks wivl wiîli tlîe otliet
conliponetits of thie systeti. It is for that reasonti lat Canadiais aie
itereste(l iui the tiavy, wvhiucl dla, y d(a%- puotects theuir sca-bortie

commtierce, anid which ini time of Nvari' vould lie of ciiortuts ii-
portanice 10 thîeuii.

Coitîcidetit with tlîe i:terest cueated lw tuils imiportat retuttuî
conies a series of continîecnts umadc îiy service l)ahers ti>oii tlîc iii -
terview wvitlî Mr. Il. J. \\'ickhai, thie liotoary secretary of tic
Toronito bratucl of the Navy Lealgîe, whlicli ias publislicd ini 'l'lic
Londoni Iaily Mail. AIl express or iuiiplv gratitude 1<> '\Ti. \\Vick--
bîain four his ctty iii10 the field. 'Fli stggestioti as 1<) îîc existnce
of an effective reserve ini the Catiadiati anîd Neivfoiiîtdlaîudl fisiier-
mienî and1 sailot's is greete(l with uiiiuch plcasutire, thotigli îlueîe arc

signs that even yet the peop)le of the Mother Couîntry (I0 flot
quite realize how large the supply of Canadian scanmcn i,.. One
criticismn lassed is that the armanient of the proposed sUli(liized
vessels Nvould be so slighit as to leave tiin «' at the iliercy of anyv
crutisers of equal speed.' Thle critic lias failed to recognizc that
it is contemplatcd, by MNr. Wickhain that the cruisers of the Royal
Navy> proper ivill be able 10 take care of the cruisers of othcr
counitrics, but that the atuxiliary navy %vhich lic advocates is art
answer to the ships of a similar class wvhich arc now bcing largclv
sul)sidized and orgatîized in the mercantile marine of foreigni
nations.

A FIELD FOR ENTERP!RISE.A Fl ELI)for recci uîîng wvhiclî shouild prescrit peculi.îr attrac-
tions for officers of the city battalions at least is 10 be founid

iii the Boys' Brigades which arc winning grouril so rapidly ii n manly
parts of thc D ominion. On tlîe face of it, the b)oys turnced out by
duis s%,;tecm shoul(I ilakce recruits of the most dcsirablc class. Ani
eigliteeni-yeat-ol(1 lad, who knto\vs his squad drill and niantual
prctty thior*otgiç,y andi lias soinc conccption of companty nîovcnîcnts,
and %vlho ini addition lias learnced 10 l)eliec that obedicncce lu

silperiors, courîctsv, and rcspcîabiliîy of lamrtuagc and behavior arc
([nalities to l)c prize(I rathcr than ridiculcd, shoîîld miake a tist
acceptable recruit, and a company (lrawIi fromn stich a sourcc slîould
b)rin-g crcdit to thc servicc. \lany (if these lads (I<) go into the
militia, whien the tinie conics for themn to Icave thc brigade, ,and il. is
to be de1 lored that theve is nio systcmatic nîcans of enicomriuîgýii thue
completion of tlîe training l)eguli ini tic brigade iii tie ranks 0of thie
men wvho arc training to bc the dcfendcrs of thc country. 'l'ie
inatter is onc wvhich cati be viewcd fromn the standpoint citheri of tic
iiiitia or of the lBovs' Briîrade. 'l'lie nîilitia woul(1 finid in tic
l)ligadc a recrîîitingr field of the mlost excellent description ; anth( le
brigade, wliich lias showîi ils alîpreciation of military trainin n

its scnise of Uic value of iilitary virttues, wvotld kn)o% that the train-
ing which it imlparts 'vould bc carricd oit in a wider field and for
pttrposcs of a l)atriotislin as putre as is t0 be fotund atiywhere ini tic
count r y.

Iii Britain, whichi is manifcsting a reniarkale activit: at prescnît
iii nîilitary mnatters, this aspct of tlîc work lias becu lcrcci ve(l, andt
tlie lBoys' Blrigadle lias bccn Uie objcct of a grcat dcal of attention
from il itary aîtthoritics, firom the hiighcst dow n. 'l'cli maner
i -chicf, Lord WVolselcy, fiîîds tinic to attend impîlortant gathe, i n-

of îlîesc youthful trooips, anîd regular tiilitia and volunîcer ollrnCCeîS
aIl show grreat intcrest ini the \vork. O ne faslîion, whicli îlîcy follow
tnay wcll lic coîniiendcd t(> tlîc attcntion of officcis of our niilitia

\Vlien ant oflicer goes 10 insp)ct a body1 of the boys, lic takes care
to wcar full uniformi, so as 10 nuake as attractive ant apj>caranlce as
possible, and has a brilliatît staff tu accompany hînii. Not oily doc..,
it itiilrcss thc bioys, but it also exaîts tlucir sensc oft hc mntin
of thcir orgaîîizatioîî.

\Vllv cannot a close couînection lie estabhishced b)teîei n di-
vi(ltal c'orps atnd certainu specitied piortionis of thie brigadel
caiîtuot cvcn indi vidual cotii)anics cstablislî fricndlv relations~ wviîl
indivi(httal couuilanies of thîe boys\, cencourage tlîcîî, occaî,ioiiaIlv
liavc an olticer ini ful l utiforin itis)cC or drill1 the lads, 0< casiona1Il

have a iion-cotî. assist ini the drîi, and( kep track of the mthr
shîp) so as to se that as mlati:v as possible gradîtate frouni thle 'iii 0>

or-atîî,ation to tic comiîanv ? A tieasuire wluîch sliotild have an
excellcnt ettect wottl(l be 10 acccl)t a certificatc fi-on the dvi Il ini-
struictor- of a brîgadc cotnpaniy as cqutivalent to passimîg tilt<iil h e
rccrut clas5 of thc miîhtia battahiot, provided the poscssol. joins
wîtiiiti a rcasonal)le tinie. Thle cstalishmnt of stu h a btotherwomt
of nîlhitia corps anid B~oys' B~rigades %vo(ttl( l ctail s>>nic wouk, but1
shotld prod(ILce tcstilts Iel Nvorîli ile esetî.tion.


