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phipful, the Grand Master of Canada,
has the smallest desive to do so, still the
Most Worshipful, the Grand Master of
Quebec must record the opinions of him-
self und his Grand Lodge upon the sub-
ject, and have the josition of his juris-
diction distinetly defined.

RED CROSS (}F DABYLON.

We do not think wnuch of this degree
and never did. ~ At all eveats it should
never lhave Leen introduced into the
Teniplar Order.  Qur Fratres acruss the
Iine Lave, however, dene so, and under
the circumstances it is necessary that our
Sir Knights sbculd b dcquamted with
the samc, This can bc done Ly commun-
icativa with Eminat Commauders, un-
der the anthority of the Grarnd Prior of
Canada, or letter still in our Councils of
Royal and Select Musters, where the de-
gree is properly worked, and to which
1t preperly Lelongs.  We should not
have alluded to this grace, which was
Jiterally stolen frcm the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, ouly we find that the
Granl Commander of Illinois has ruled
that Wl TempJars, from foreign jurisdic-
tions, who have wot received this krife-
and fork degree, wust put in a petition,
be balloted ior, &e., &e., Lefore reciiving
the sawe, and that he ¢ cunnot visit a
Commandery” there, and furthermore,
“of course, the regulw fees for Red
Cross, and for mcmhurship, should be
collecwd.”  This would be a cowrteous
and knightly greeting with a vengeance!

Nouw, we urintain this—Any frater
trom 2 foreign jurisdiction that does not
have this grade, upon proving himself
# Knight of the Temple and Malta, out
of courtesy to his mother jurisdiction,
should at once have the sccrets of the
wanting degrec communicated to him
Jree of all expense. Does it cost the
Commanderies of Illinois anything to do
so. No. If they visit Scotland and
bave not all the degrees required by
that jurisdiction, would they like to be
excluded? Certainly not. We think
then that every Mason and Templar

should strive toassist a visiting brother
and nos to debar him because he does
not happen to be versed on the local pe-
culiaritics of any particular jurisdiction.
Such narrow mindedness is not masonry,
but sectavian bigotry.

However, it points out to us as Cana-
dian Fratres the importance of receiving
1hese so-called degrees. This degree in
particular should alw ays be communi-
cated in owr Encampments, or, better
still, where it is possible, cnndidates

should be told tutake it in our Councils. "

This lesson, though we think ita mest
bitter and unnecessary. edict; also shows

the importance of masons taking sach -

grades as are given in forcign countiies.
We have always held this . as very es-
'sential, 2nd have often been astonished *
at the indifferent manner in which Lreth-
ren view degrecsand grades ¢fa foreign
Juusthcuon Surely there can be no
harm in receiving them, whilst they
wake it so piueh more pleasant when
visiting other countrigs.

We adﬁse, then, since this degree is
one in the regnlar ranks of the Ameri-
can System, th.xt all Royal Arch Masons,
where there is an Encampment, should
establish 2 Council ot Royal and Select
Masters, in which lody, in this country,
the degree is worked in extenso ; besides
in one Jurisdiction in ithe U. S, the
Cryptic Degrees ave a prerequisite to
the Templar, so it is decidedly advisable
to huve them all.  Capitular Masonry
isnow extending far and wide through-
out the Dominion, why should rot that
Leautiful little branch known as Cryptic
Le recommended with equal' favor ¢

FREEMASONRY AXND CHRISTIAN]’!Y.

Too much ha.s been said ard wntten
regarding Freemasonry and Christianity.
‘Why should certain DLrethren argue as
much regarding-this point. Freemason-
1y is not a System of Religion. Far
fromit. Frecmasonry simplyinculca.bec
certain truths—that's what the Great

Creator himself communicated to Adang -
Truths that

in the gerden of Eden.




