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moSt advanced commercial unioist.
Home may have desired thisat ultimae
result, but none have dared proolaim that
desire to te public; and that tact alone
is sufficient to prove that they know Wo
wel the hollownes of the cry and sthe
universal Canaulianas opposition to its me-
thisl andi biject, that they dare not
brâvae the opiniin of a whole .:tintry by
adiitting itheir faith in anniîexation. We
are told that one niaa-Count Mercier-
has spoken emphatically inr favor of
annexatin; bi t, after hie fiasco on the
public stage nao one will cal! him either a
"prominent" or a "repitable statesman ;"
in fact lie seeme to occupy a place not
tinlike that which, in the following ex.
tract, is ascribed to Goldwin Smith, at
leuat in as far as his ramblings and insta-
bility are concerned. On two or three
occasions we referred to Mr. Smith as a
literary adventurer who was disapvointed
at home and abroad, and whose extraor-
dinary egotini bas led him into more tliai
one foolisi act, especially whîen he allows
his vanity o be worked upon by nien
who know how to manipulate fulsore
praise, with a view to making a dupe of
the one they intend to use. In ail that
we have ever read concerning the learned
professor, nothing has ever sarpassed in
exactnems these words of the keen and
observing writer of the letter above re-
ferred ta. He iWrites:

" This Mr. Godwin Smith might know if ho
would; hut be is a reclube, almoat wilboot
human yJrmpahiles.whodnefnot make friends.
He lv-. therefore. at the mnercy of hais aberra-
tions and any unscrupulous adventurer who
kn hWt.isvanity. His adoption of the annexa-
l ion ery Isb ailed with laughter by Camadians.
for hi, name bas never beena asociated wilh a

ueuesful movement, political or social. His
èPlenette temperament, soured by the aneees-
oTve cold.sbolrlgimahe ha relved in Eng-
land in the United 8taleNsand In Canada. ban
made him extremiely peialmitle, and bel ha%
hcme a man of oablding discontent. as wel ai
a man of no country. I dety him to produce
*videnoe of the truth of hi&s satern alt.hat
Canada to-dayfavors annezatnon tothe United
8tates. It ls entirely unirue."

The fact that Canadiants do not seek,
nor do they want annexation, by no
rneane suggests the idea of antagonsim
toward the United States. Because a
man's neighbor does not find it conve.
nient or suitable Ln his interests to enter
into a partnerahip with him does not ne-
cessitate an enmity existing between
them. In fact they may be ail the bet-
fer friends for keeping apart, and each
One ninding hie own business, pursuing
his ownl course according to bis cwn pe-
enliar desires and methods. Nor does
the absence of an annexation desire point
in any way tu an absence of admiration
for American institutions and a faith in
the grand future of the great RepublIc.
It sinl ly means that Canadians, as a
people, tind that their own conslitution,
institutions, maethods of working out
their destiny and aspirations are more in
accordance with the requirenents of
Canada than would be thotse of our neigh-
bors. In a like manner carin the honeat
American argue, for decidedly, alter one
hundred and some odd years of a repub-
lican form of goverrnsent, witn the ex.
perience of the giant strides made by the
country, no reasonable American would
for a moment dream of changing their
constitution or of living inder any other
flag thain that of the stars and stripes.
American institutions, customs and man-
ners are rnost suitable to f lie progress of
the flotrishing Republic; in a similar
way, Canadian institutions, customs and
manners are best adapted to the needs
and the future of!Canada.

\VE PUB3LISH in this issue a most in-

teresting and fair-minded contribution
froma a Protestant missionary to the
African Catholie Missionary Magazine.
It is one of the most honest statements
that we have yet read upon the vexed
Uganda question. We would invite ail
of our readers Who have followed up
that subject to read that article ; it
comes over the signature "Philo-Afri-
canus."

LF.O. I1.

Sunday the 19tb February, was the
fiftieth anniversary of the episcopal con-
becration of the Soveroign Pontiff Leo.
XiII. Although this is the jubilee ymr,
and is especially dedicated to the joyous
duty of oelebraing the Golden Wedding
of the Holy Father, stillL tie particular
day upon whicb the future Pope becamse
Archbishop of Damietta i the one of
the greatest importance. It is the duty
of every faitfl cbild of the Cburch,
not only to rejoice with the Vicar of
Christ upon auch an exceptional occa-
aion, but to pray fervently for the inten-
&ions ofbthe Holy Father.

Wbat an extraordinary man ' what a
wonderful carmer! Let us pause for a
moment in presence of this venerable
figure, the sublimest that rites out of the
great plane of the nineteenth century.
When young Pecci was born the world
was in a state of turmoil, it was shaken
by the iron hand of the greatest prodigy
of genius that the humman race Lad sa
yet ever gaaed upon. Whaile in the
hamlet of Carpineto, on the -d Marcl,
1810, the wife of Count Pecci presented
him with a son, and the neighbors for
miles around were expressing their con-
gratulations, the eagles of the conquer-
ing Coraican were " flying from spire to
spire until they rested on the towers of
Notre I)ame." TIe nations of Europe
were trembling in presence of that apa-
parently invincible character; already
hadi he crushed every opponent: Wagram,
Austerlitz and Jena were alismauic
battle-cries cheering on the conqueror
to seeming inunortality and omnipotence.
But strange to say that the lat hour of
bis triumph and the first of hie decline
was that in which he struck at the ven-
erable head of our religion and dared to
raise the immortal cro s amidet hi&
perishable trophies. He dragged the
veierable Pius VII trom his Roman Seo
and carried him prisoner into France.
It seemed as though the fate of the
Church was sealed : that Napoleos wos
the " fiery borseman," foretold in the

Apocalypse ; that, he was raieed
up expressly to detroy the power
of Christ's Vicar on earth ; that
no power existed that could check
his madl career; and that the ruins of
the Vatican and the Churci of ionie
would soon be heaped upon the debris
of the Cesars' palaces and the shattered
grandeur of the pagan temples.

" But Providence won neither dead nur
sleeping. It mattered not that impiety
aeemed to prosper, that victory panted
after thoae ensanguined banners, that,
his insatiate eagle s he eoared against
the sun seemed to replunie hie atrengtlh
and renew his vision, it was only for a
time, and in the very banquet of his
triumph the Almighty's vengeance
blezed upon the wall, and the diadem
fell from the brow of the idolater." At
that very period, and in the midst of all
the datrkness that. surrounded the See of
St. Peter, the light from heaven" was
quietly appearing upon the horizon of
the future. A meteor arose in the town
of Carpineto that was destined to flash
across the darkness of our sphere, to
shed Pi glories upon the last hall of this
eventful century, and, after its ever up-
ward flight, to finally sette over the
tbrone of Peter,. and thence to chse
away the clouds of uncertainty and
peril.

The hero of a hundred battles bas
long since bent before the whirlwind of
human and Divine vengeance upon the
slopes of Waterloo; he bas occupied
that lonely island with its still lonelier
grave in tibe far off Atlantic; his asbes
have mouldered beneath the gold dome
of the Invalides, and all that remains of
his power and glory are a few tattezed

flaga that droop above a poor remnant
of tnortality. The Church1 has long since
emerged triuniphantly ram the tiery
furiace. The word of Christ lias been
niade good, for He liais bt-en witlh His
Clhireh as He hait prmmisaed. The tyrant
that chainied His Vicar is nao> imoimre, jnoar
are any of hi& works ta be seei, while
the sueîtssor of that veanerab!e l'iboititi
ib to-day looked upon by ail France, and
by the whole world. au the great arbiter
of ber destiny ai the aurance of
future greatnea unti peace to trie other
nations.

Thirly-three years mafter his birth, on
the l7th February, 18-W, youig Pecci,
the brilliant anid pruniteing ecclesiastic
was consecrated Arcnbishopuf Damnietta.
Fron tiat day forward ilais extraorditnary
public life commssenced, a life that we can-
not possibly touch on in detauil, i, de-p
and s varied ias its current beni. Ah
poet, philosopher and theologiani le iaad
already riade his mark, liait lialf a cenà-
tury was reserved for hin, iii which lie
was to îatin the highest point iii the
art of diplomacy, and] to reracli the very
acme of statesmanship. From ithe day
o; lhis consecration lie uade threc giant
strides forward and ipwarn. At eacli
stride he appeared more and more cona-
spicuoisly before the eyes of an r tnai-
islhed world. The first event followinlg
his con.secration occurred on the 19h
Jaîuary, 18-6, when le was tran4erred
t: the See of Pwrugia. sThe second move
took place ten years after his coinecr.a-
tion, whien on thie lsth Decemiber. 1853.
he was proclaimed Carliiail by the ven-
erable Pius IX., of imnnortal aid sacred
nemory. The third and final stepr was
Laken on the 20îti February, 187$, wihen
lae waa elected Plope and tsuccessir to the
gloriouâ old man, t mianartyr-livcd vic-
tirm of the buisterouis period just passed.
On the 3rd March, 187, Cardinal Pecci
ieceived the tiara and grasped for the
first tinie the helni of fle iark of Peter.

With a vigorouis rnd -killfuil hand he
seized ipon that lever wherewiti the
successors of St. Peter duirinig eighteen
centuries and more had guided the
saced vessel spon the tenpest-lashed
ocean of tii c. In his sixty-eighth year,
yet powerfail nentally as well as physi-
cally, he coimn'ced the Us tupendoaus
work of steering that Diviiely-built
ship over the breakers, past the cquick-
sands, through the shoah thait were in
ber track, and ho guide lier into a liaven
of secuirity. He had expericncd lthe
sorrows of thrat periol when inMlelity
swept over Euirope, whena Pins IX. iif-
fered imprisonament, exile and every de-
gradation that could e heaped upon
himsa by his enemies. V'ecci had bien
dcliooled in the university of tribulation
and warfare; he had graduated after be-
holding all the terrors of 1848, of 18C*,
and of 1870. He came upon the throne
Nwith a full knowledge and applreciaîtioi
of the situation ; he could notl be de-
ceived by the niost subtle of hypocrites
nor frightened by the moist menacing o!
blasphemers. He knew the workings of
the societies, lie had seen theni in all
their worst aspects, he beheld the effeca
of the socialism, communism, and rami p-
ant infideity of the world. His master
mind had long grasped the situation, his
eagle eye had detected every phase, even
the most minute, of the great problemis
of the day and he at once set tu work to
change the face of the political and
social worid. He had studied deeply,
and on emerging from his contemplation
into the field of action, lie saw that the
great secret societies of our day were the
enenies of every national and social

stability, and he conicluded that the vital
question of the hour was that of Labor
and Capital-the rights and privileges of
both and the duties and obligations that
they owe tôoeach other. And in those

muet wonderful encyclical letter, that
bave attracted the attention of the mot
advanmced thinkem aud the greatest
statesmeniie of our age, Leo XIIL. has car-
ried ito practice the idea that he had
long conceived, aid has dune more for
the beneit of our aige and of the humau
race th:mr aîy other uant liviig, or pea-
haps. tait ever dil livte-takng. of
course, into coinsideration the very few
veirs lie las lad at his disposal sd the
itiviiineci age ait wlich lie msctmnlei the
thronîe.

[t is thIe goldenl jubilee of tiat grand
elaracter, thtt wunderul Poitilf, tlast
Venerab'le Father of thie Faith fuI that we
celebrate tins year. Trae it is that Leo
XIH. i a captive, that l is despkiled of

his righttfi pose:i.i)lIs, that le koke out
front the Vaticant, iponti his enieanies, who
gheice back their latrei for his pity; but

awayeynd the seven hiitll, beyonldIthe
broinTiber. I eoviid the purple slopes of
AIlbanîîo, beynd t al pal a t..beyond
the liilits tlat lmnmhaii liamdsIl have de-
.erihed for earthly potemtates, the Vicar
of ('hri.et look umpon the world, and with
teleOscopie vision takes iin the fmsîthest
pintsl of eartih muponî which the cross of
Chiristianity lias ibeen planted, and with

mn itrucopie ight detcs the ilost
mlliniite dîetai:s if every question, poli

tient wecial, scientlific tof religious thlat

iter 1.ts the worik of Clatlolicity. It i
befre thiat vnerle ligure that we how
to1-day, an thanik ing Gd q1for having
giveil to the (Cluirci such a prince, a

satesmInil., a saiit, we iv iiniia that insi-

Ven.al chinti- of julilation. which, arisinîg
rom al laid, i-ceniis to ul.e throne of

St. leter' suîccessor, anid hlending with

angee l hvmuns, that. the frontier ho>sti. of

ieavei enmtane, reverberates throuîgh tihe

asies f (iiristenidm nî up to the clhailncel

whiieretle Holy Fttiher -nander thotloWS
(l hI imghIty hree yea r-listens with

jy :d1(l sili his 1enedicions - the

bouridnl Iff that clioris is:

Te Deurm, Jamldanitip,
'e Dmninuni, conftemur."

%Vt, leanti hy a iundo despatch t hlait

tie " Tlhuntderer "lias bhein hauîled over
the cotls and called upoint to ap)l<Ogi7e
for caliîmniating the I rish miemîbers.

The fllowing is an aceouint o(f thia

port ioni f the debate upon thi question,
a.1 wil] doiblatiess prove interesting to
nuny cilof ourl reaîders, epecilly ihse

il reimleml'er the aiii-Irih bruitilty of

tie Ijndn Tilnies ili the past :
" Mr. ,Sxton thestted tihat tie Tiiime lhat

uefd i tIe nertionof Vtiscunt t W'lmer 'ta

ficts, aiid huid seized tie chanee to heap lyimg
calumaiduies upon Iriîh reiberF. Accordinlg e)

tiheTimes.. aid Visrouiit Woimer, Mr. Sextun
said, Mr. (Iadstone's majuirity wolid rba wiped
out If the irrisi mercenaries did not receive
siipends drawn from the Liberal party fund or
from te private liberaity of rich English
pariL.,:ans. such sîtatemnents a% thee,- Mr.
Sextoi, dieclitredi. were itter falseho'is. NI)
NaliOonniOî-& imîeiber waseverlindebted apvnfY
elthier to tie Liberal fund or the generoiltyior
a rien P:ULiSaIn. Ir. Sexton moved tiat the
House divoliretire article in tbî Times a gross
breIc o tihe privileges of t.he lIouse.

The Seaker suggested to VisuntOI Wolmeir
tiait unlVes- be was prepared with proo0 of his
statenment he shoul apologIzi Viscount
Woliner artedl u poi the suggestion, He curtly
expressed his regret for inaklu the siatement
and tendered his aîpoloigy thLiorla.

Mr. Sex tont hieti deciared that the edItor of
the Tines iouliId be cimipeitd1 to apOl ze a t
the bar of the Flouse.

Mr.hlad-ltHua ld that he ie sympathi'.ed with
the feiing0 oi te trisi nembers. The pubil-
eitioniof the aratle in quuest.in lb litie hTimes,
in vhlch corruption was disulncly charged,
consitituited abreach of privilege.

Mr. Balfour, the OppoiLIOD leader, said that
he made no attempt to defend the Tirnes for
publishiig the objectionable article, but ho ad-
vised hlie Hlouse to avoid a courtjet with the
press. Thre artiele ln question lie said, might
be interpreted t1 mean that tie resiultof the
Irisih nemnbers being a pair[ party night tend
to inLroduce frture corruptîion.

Sir Willian Vernon Harcourt, Chancellor ot
the Excheqiuer, declined to accept any such ln-
terpretaitiuioif the Times article as Mr. Bal-
our salit -ould be made, and the House ap-

proved a motion made by Mr. Seixton that the
edit o of ue Times be calltd to Lhe bar of the
Honîse0to apoiogize for the publication of he
article.Tirt lLrlsh members have deelded not to per-
alst li their demand that the editor of the
Times appear at tha bar of the Roare to apolo-
eIze for accusing tbem of corrupt practices.

bey will be satisled with the publication Of
the apology In the TJ mes."


