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which the Lord bore to him. And they brousht
him the beoks, and sought to know his opinion
of them. Then he praised the writers for their
veracity, and said that a few things had been
omitted by them, and that all but a little of the
teaching of the most important miracles was re
corded. And he added that they who dis
course of the coming of Christ in the flesh ought
not to omit to speak of His divinity, lest in
course of time men who are used to such dis-
courses might suppose that Christ was only what
He appeared to be. Thereupon the brethren
exhorted him to write at once the things which
he judged the most important for instruction,
and which he saw omitted by the others. And
he did so; and, therefore, from the beginning
he discoursed about the doctrine of the diviuity
of Christ, judging this to be the necessary be-
ginning of the Gospel, and from it he went on 10
the Incarnation.”

St. John was sopething more than a mere re-
corder or eye-witness. To lum was assigned
the more sacred work of delineating the inner
divine life of the Lord Jesus, * so that men be-
lieving that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of Gud,
might have life in His name.” The short sen-
tences with which his Gospel opens “ go right’
down to the very root of all nhilosophy and of
ail mysteries.” Let us take one of these sen-
tences, and try to understand something of what
St. John means when he speaks of Jesus as being
“the True Light.” When speaking of the Bap-
lists, he says, ¢ He was not that Light.” He
does not say that the Bapist was not g light
[he certainly was that,—*“a burning and a
shining light” (John v. 35)—a light and a guide
tomany ], but that he was not the true, the ori-
ginal Light. He was only a borrowed light, im-l
perfect, incomplete, transitory. The true, the
original Light, from which all other lights are
reflected is Jesus Christ.  That is what St. John
says, and Jesus Christ said the same of Himsell.,
He, the meek and lowly One, described Himsell
in terms which, if they were not true, would be
most presumptuous, most blasphemous, and
which none but He could say without presump-
tion and blasphemy—¢ I am the Light of the
World.”

We

beam shows us small specks of dust floating in THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS

the air. It does not make the specks. They |

are always there, but we are not always able to| . ) .
see them. They are hidden from our eyes.| The gigantic scheme of social rescue which

There is, as it were, a covering over them. The * General” Booth launched, in characteristically

funhea{n}rcmoves thatcovering l lf revials them ' sensational form, by the publication of his fam-
< N T PV . .

o us. The first ray of morning light takes away | o\ .00« 1y Darkest England,” strikes at

First, what is light 7 No one knows.
can easily perceive the difference between lig
and the absence of light, dwkness; and wo

ht!

know what are scme of the cfects of light, bul: and for all kinds of wark. We cannot pun, .

what light in itse!fl is we do not know, and no
one can tell us.  Even so we do not, wecanno’,
know what is the nature, the heing of Jesus
Christ, though we do know the diff:rence between
His absence and His presence in o1r hearts,

What. then, are the effects of light 1 Whal
does it do?

(1). For one .thing, it is the means of life.
Without it things cannot grov. It is essential
10 our existence. We read in Scripture of the
bread of life, the water of life, the tree of life;
that is, of the bread and the water and the tree
which sustain life. But light s as necessary for
our existence as bread or water, or the fruits of
the earth, and hence the Saviour says: * Who-
socver followeth Me shall have the light of fife”
In the language of Scripture, spiritual darduess
stands for spiriiual deat4. “’The people who
sat in darkness saw great light, and to hem

which sat in the region of the shadow of death,’

light is sprung up.” * Awake thou that slecp
est, and arise from the dead, and Chri t shall
give taee light”

(2). For anoher thing, light renders things
visible, and reveals what really is. The sun-

the covering of darkness from the trees and the
hilis, the rivers and the meadows, but they were
there all the time, though we could not see
them. S5, too, the realities of the spiritual
world are there whether we sec them or not. Re-
velation means simply an uaveiling. Christ
came to take away the veil, the covering, 1o
show us what is, to show us sin in its hideous-
ness, God in the beauty of holiness. And,
therefore, in this sense also, He is the T.ight of
World,

(3). Again, light cntbles man to wors and
guides his steps.  For man does not carry with-
in him all that he requires. }

In order to move and work in the world, he
must be illuminated by the light of the world. It
is true thatit is quite possible for a man Lo over-
come obstacles, and to do noble and useful work
{e. & Hemry Iawcelt), even though he b2 -
prived of the precious giftof sight, and be there-
fore unable to avail himself of the light. Y.t
every blind person must necessarily be depen-
dent to a very large extent upon the work, and
the discoveries, and the information, and the
kind offices of those who have eyes to see. Thu
is, he is indirectly ds pendent upen light,
is true that many who cannot, or who will not,
use Christ Light are nevertheless indebted to it
more than they imagine. “U'ney are surrounded

consciously perhaps to themsr lves, are bhelping
to form their judgments and to mould their
characters. Whether a man knows it or not
Christ is the Light which lighteth bim.  What-
ever light he has comes from Christ, and can
come from no other source. ‘I'rue, it may bea
reflected light, for
Light can be reficcfed ; and just as the light

which we got from the mnon and the planets is
reflected from the sun, so the light that a man
gets from the atudy of God's world of nature,
or from intercourse with Christian friends, 15 a
borrowed—a reflected light. These are not
that Light, but are sent to bear witness of that
Light,

The mwon above, the Church Lelow,

......... all their radinnce, sll their glow,

Tach borrows of its Sun.
Every real Christian we meet refiects Christ's
light, and in this sense the Saviour saud of
Christians, © Yeare the light of the world.”

“ By lamp light,” says St. Augustine, ** we

may advance Lo the day.”  Artificral, borrowed,

| reflected lights are useful, we could not well get

on without them ; gut they will nol de alivays

or de-ign. or mat h ca'ours hy candle Ligh, for
that we want the light of the sun, the true, ori-
ginal light.  So ia our hie’s work, there are
onien perp exities which we have to solve, da-
ies which we have (o perform, tempuationd

Saat

least one of the currents of modern thought.
Waether, in the result, the movement will turn
out to be the crowning success of Mr. Booth's
"marvellous career, or whether it will end in his
being overwhelmed and swept away belore a
deluge ton mighty for him to resist, are spectla-
tions in which we cannot and need not now in-
dulge. 1f he can, indeed, riise and restore to
aseful citizenship the unbappy * tenth” whe are
now * submerged,” and il he can, morcover,
provent another tenth from sinking into the
abyss as fast as the places of the first are vacat-
ed, e will certainly have solved the darkest,
and the most hopeless, and the most depressing
problem of human existence.  The odds do look
heavy against one man's succeeding where the
whole world , it may besaid, has failed.  Butif
Mr. Booth can show pocd results, even on a
than when he dreamed
that he alone the man, the world will
not judge him very harshly.  We may well
concede that, in the work ol secking to raise
the fallen, it is better to have tried and lost,

much smaller scale

was

: e . ~than never to have tried at all.
on all sides Dby Christian influences which, un-.

But it is not with the success or failure of
one particular venture that we are now con-
cerned.  We rather wish to call attention to
the fact that onc current of thought in these
days does undoubledly run in favour of the
Church's undertaking social work. I is urged,
as one of the reasons why working men have
fallen from attendance at church, that they do
not find that the questioas treated of there are
those m which they feel interested. It is highly
“possible that an objection of this kind is a heav-
jcrindictment against the objectors than against
the Church.  We should certainly hold that the
Chureh which consented to waive the preaching
{of “ Christ crucified” in favour of the promulga-
tion of the New Unionisin, had lost her mission
in the world, and become a reflecter, not of any
Hight Divine, but of the “ darkness visible” of
kuman selfishness.  Sie would have joined her
voice o the many which in these days would
have us believe that man can live by bread alone,
and that the whole interests of humanity are
limited to “ panem et Circenses,” the hours of
work and the rate of wages, She would have
turmed  her back futilly upon the teaching that
the gain of a world would be d.arly purchased at
the cost of a soul,

wheh we hase to meet—when nu human aid is
of any the l:ast avail, and when we shall o a | We take it for granted, then, that the chicf

ﬁ‘;”ali“‘y] do lf"‘d “'.?,;'k' mil’iv ‘hf’ "iféll]‘ll L’ax‘» "and highest function of the Church is, and mu t
sly € 5¢ B 1 o, b 2! . .«
a}ellegel:idt-dul))l; ut;x(:nr’T';:;eanl,ighrtmwﬁﬂc‘ll] ]fghte[:;cvcrb':, the teaching of spmtun.l truth and %he
every man © Walk while ye have the light, “salvation of souls. But the difficult question
Jet darkness come upan you, for he that walk- remiins—can s he, without abnegation of this su-
‘elh in d. kaess knoweth not whither he goeth.” preme function, take any direct and effective
I'bart in the solution of the social problems of the
O mav no earth-tora clourd urize ]d"}' ? The abswer is not oae 1o be given off-
1 To hide Thee tron Thy rervant’s cyes, i hand.
! In the first place it may be conceded that
’ ' many people in these days aie more partial to
what they call wwork, than to dectrine, however
spiritual or true.  Jf 2 man wou'd only “work,”
they would let him teach whateverhe chose.  If
the Church would 1ake up what they regard as
work, they would not trouble themselves about

San of mysonl, Thau Swivar dear,
Tuis pot noght if Thou be nenr :

A subscriber in Prince Edward Island, re-
newing his subscription, writes :—** The Guar-
prax I think has much improved, more int: rest-
ing in Church matters, and I bke it much bet:

ter. May it go on and prosper.”



