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giving an account of the custom and nîanners of the
ancient Acadians, %vith remarks on thcir removal froni the
P>rovince, and the causes thereof.

Lieut. Governor Archibaid discussed the question of thc
Acadian expulsion at considerable iength, and tool, occasion
to say that at first thc expulsion secnmed wholly indefensible,
but tlîc more lie had exanihied the question the more
convinccd lic had becomie that if the British were to reniain
in the country they had no othcr course to pur-;ue. Froin
the conquest in 1713 tO 1755. thc Govcrnment had
repeatedly pres-4ed on tlîc French the importance of taking
the oath of allegiance. failint« that, to leavc the country.
The Acadians would do neither, and the resuit %vas their
expulsion.

i-is Honlour took occasion to refer to the progress wlîicl
had been muade iii so short a tine in building up a rcally
great library. If we hiad hunted ail over the Dominion we
could not bave found a man so fitted for bis wvork as the
present librarian, and Mr. Bulmer lind doné more in two
years to gathcr togetiier a great collection of books than an>'
librarian in Canada had done in twenty.five. We bad now

671 vols. of bousid ncwspapers, and over 5o0 unbound-a
total of ncarly i200 volumes,. nearly aIl printed in this Pro-
vince, and covering a period froni 1764 tO 18 81.- We had
a collection of pamphlets extending fromn 1772 to date, and
numibering over i 2.000, and covering almost every public*
question ever discussed. We had books printed in Nova
Scotia as far back as 17 58, and ait ever printed since. Our
library froni holding a tenth-rate position a little over a
year ago, to-day takes rank as the third in Canada, being
only surpassed by the great collections in Lavai University
and the Library at Ottawa. Our Province, though small,
bas a large and better library than the great Province of


