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JULY 13, 1883.

PA.TENT.S IN DANGER. similar proceedings against the other holders
ECISON injuriously affecting an in- of patents who have acquired them under

calculable amount of property has been identical circumstances? This recént course
redered' this week in the Superior Court on the part of the Government becomes all
hei- e The subject-matter of dispute is th.i more inexplicable when it is remem-
thât in January, 1817, a patent of invention bered that a model neither adds to nor
issued>frôm the office of the Commissioner detracts from the value of an invention.
ofPateatà for Canada granting to JoIIN Its deposit, when allowed at all, is simply
JO s BATn the exclusive right of manu- for the convenience of the Department itself,
faturinrand v:endinr an invention or sys- and often at very great cost to the' inventor.
teîn of ventilation and refrigeration for five It is true that it aids an interested visitor
ye 'àfrom that date ; on the l2th of Decem- to the Model Room, but it does not aid-or ai
bèr1 1881, the patent was extended for ail events should not--the oflicers of the
aïibthe' fie years; and on the 13th of Department. IiiEnglandciand othercountries
Deiember 'it vas further extended for five the production of a model at all is imper
yéars more. When granted no model had atively forbidden. In the United State
beuîî Ieposited with the Comnissioner. one is only asked for in exceptiona
vhohad:not dispeised with that requiré- instances. Given capable examiners, ani
nient, *nd who refused to deliver the models become merely an incumbranc
patent to the applicant until the mode] and a nuisance. This, however, while i
liadh'eei received. The model wvas sent itself a point of no legal importance, addt
if 6n the 18th- of Tune, 1878, niore than a largely to the surprise that knch proceed
year and five months after the granting. ings should have'been takein at all on suc
isie aîd regisration of the patent. We grounds. It lias inspired immediate ai
gathef froin the newspaper report of the wide distrust amonig those who have in
'aé. 'fron which source alone we derive vested largely iii this sort of property, n

such'knowledge as we possess of the matter, doubt to an aggregate of millions. It ha
thàt subsequently the Commissioner of thrown, too, excusable misgivings as to th
Patents declares the patent which .ie him. value of an -official examiiation whic
self lias issueid as iivalid, on the grounc inferentially appears to be powerless with
tiat no model had been furnished as re- out a mode]. Worst of ai], it will, we feal
qiredý by the statute. This view has so be found to have liecked the progress o
farjust previailed and the patent is cancelled; invention altogether wh ile any legal doub
Suéiih hi enormous amount of money, how. remains over the point just raised. It is t
evei, is vested iii this kind of property in be hoped,-therefore, that the late decisio
Caiiida that it is impossible that the judg. will be appealed agaiist, though the battl
ieli't will >be allowed to romain unchal- is always an uneven one when ithe coi
lengd: There is nolikelihoodof its sound- testants are the Government on one sid
nss'beine genierally accepted at this stage. and a private individual on the other.
and no 'décision but that of the highest ti-
bünal can now put the matter at rest. The BUSINESS FAILURES-THE OLD
l1w declares that before a patent eau be ob- STORY.
taiied a model shall be 'deposited. In this FAILURES and ruuors of failures are onlc
-case, however, the Commissioner of Patents, more rife, and in Toronto the importai
with a fùll knowledge that such requirement hiouse of WHITE & Co., lace merchants, h
ha'siot-becen complied-with,issues the patent, again suspenlded business. The cause i
aid subsequently, by thé legal proceedings given in the old stereotyped words-" Th
ijj:; luestion, according to Tuesday's report. " failure is said o have beenî the result c
don plains of' his own laches. The " giving credit rather freely and cf havin
statîite':forbids its emanîation,. but does " over-bouglht." It is more thlan probabl
n'dtýmake such issue a cause of cancellation. that if the insolveciy statistics of an entiu
Oifhe contrary, the conditions ne;essary year .were closely dissected it would b
tosuch nullificatioi are distinctly and speci- found that fully five-sixths of all the fai
fically laid down by the Act itself, and this is ures during that period were immediatel
not'one of them. Those are two among other due to identicaily the same two agencies
strong points for the defence,but it may well too much laxity in extending credit and th
be askd why this particular case was se- making of foo heavy purchases of stoc
lcfted to test an important question of law ? The fatal effects arising from these tw
Whether fthë patent under consideration is special follies have been denonstrated on
valiable or worthless is a point on which vast scale over and over again. The co
we know nothing and are indifferent about. mercial papers have pointed ouf their da
It s, however, a matter within common gers repeatedly, and 3ank Presidents hai
kiYIWlédge that, while the Patent-Office exhorted their discoiffinuance year aft
has issued many patents without a model year. To what extent these have acte
haying been deposited this is the first beneficially there are of course no recor
instance on record where it has thus chal- to show, but that sucli exhortations ha)
* enged'the imperfectness of its own work- gone largely unheeded the perennial crc
itL 6W n 'failüre, iii fact, to comply with its of new failures plainly shows. It is di
o eatins and with the express hearteninig to see that so.much costly-e
terms of. he statut e. Will the Departmnent perience is thrown away, and that this for

now as in fairiess .it should do, institute of commercial folly is constantly repeatir
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self. But if ever widespread caution was
ecessary it is emphatically so to-day, for,

hough the outlook is not exactly threaten-
ig at present, a very little more distrust
ould easily be the means of producing a
idespread catastrophe.

REPORT OF THE UNIOT BANK OF
. LOWER CANADA.

WHEN it is remembered that the Ancient
ity of Quebec has been for some time past

uffering from local trade depression, the
Report of the Union Bank shows a far better
inancial statement than might have been
xpected; in fact, it is cheering compared
o the gloomy anticipations of a few croakers.
Then, again, the men at the hehn are well
known for honesty of purpose. The mai
loesn't exist thal cai imipugn the word of
ts President, Mr. ANREw THOrMsoN;
and the Hon. THi{oM.tAs McGiEEvy svas,

never known to desert a friend or a ship in
trying times, and the other Directors, in-
cluding the recent appointment of E. J.
tALE, Esq., are equal to all occasions where
the Bank's interests are at stake. The
Cashier, too, has not been idle. When the
Hudson's Bay Company issued their great
paper on the "I Hudson's Bay and Great
North-West," and scattered it by the hun-
dred thousand in Great Britain, we saw in
Warwickshire, England, a card of the Union
Bank in that issue, showing farmers and
others how to invest their money and how
to deposit them w.vith the branches of the
Union Bank at Winnipeg and elsewhere.
This investment, we understaid, has paid
well. The Bank.received, and is still
receiving, large amounts on deposit at
Win1ipeg and its various branches
through this medium, from farmers emi-

grating. The Agency at Montreal must
have been by no means a snall factor iii
the profits of the Bank, its stream of Cus-
tomers keeping the Manager here constantly
busy.
. The Report, it is truc, does not compare

with the Dominion. Imperial, Toronto, and,
other banks in the West. The means that
make these banks sô envied do not exist in
Quebec. Luinber is its principal com-
mercial staple. The banks in Quebec,
therefore, are affected more or less by its
fluctuations. Take it altogether, there is a
cheerful ring as to the future about this
Report, which we hope will be realised iii
the interest of the shareholders. ThePresi-
dent's remarks are well worth repeating.
Mr. TiboMsoN said: " The profits have
exceeded those of the previous year by
$33,000, making an average increase of
profits for the past four years of over
$20,000. This important improvement ii
the earnings is due in a great measure .to
the prosperous state of trade, as shown by
the increased circulation and deposits, but
still more to the improved character of the
assets from sales of real estate and settlement
of outstanding claims ; some of these assets
yielding but little profit, others beiig only
sources of expense. The eariiings of next
year will be increased tO at -least the same


