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THE OLD MAN'S IDYL.

LY RICBARD REALFYE,

By the waters of fife we sat togother
sHand in band in thy gulden diys
Of the Beautiful surty summer weather
When honrs were authems, and specels was praise ;
When the heart Nept i 1o the ohoral of binds,
Arnd the hirds Kepi time to the supys that ran
Through the summer of 8
And trees with voives 3

By the rivers of life we walked together,
Land my darling, vesfrand: ’

And lighter than sny linvet’s fenther
The bunien ot being v ns welghed;

And love's swent mirscies oer us threw
Muntles of joy eutlisting tiwe ;

And ap foum thie Yusy Morrows prew
A sound that seemed Bhe o msrrhure ehime,

In the parden
And the luscd
And the Inngnid e
Sworned with the
Aud under the e 3 dikead,
And up A sonse of wings
Awed ns sacredly white w TRed
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B‘ROCKVILLE, Ont.

A NTRANGER'S §

PLOTY S—TYE
DLACUN

I doubt if thers is a town in Canada where
peaple enjoy life better or take things easier than
they do in Broekvitle. Bat if lifw is casy and
tine glides swiftdv by in winter, in swwmer, |
as tob, the facitities for dlegaut “loating 7' are

ased and enhaneed 2 hundred-fold. < Te
A PN FE S I DT . H
ioy Broekville," said more than one fair dam-

“you shouid be with usin summer,
51 1Ive upon the water and ameng the islunds
and In the evenings the river is like a faice,
seene, with its twinkling Hebits and soft musie.”
At fis after » of aimost vuinterrupted
gaiely, during which sleighing paartiis, snow-shoe

UL parties, concerts and balls, sue.
wbeact other as rapidly as the . invitstions
could be issued.” To those on business bent who
weeditate n visit to Brockvilie, I solemnly say
Stick to business; proceed from your hotel to

W

the business places of -these vou desire to do
Lusinesy with

s bes return witheut looking to the
right or 1o the left, and take the fisst train to
x;s;‘;‘: Iif:f; I;‘}“’:f,”_f ?}‘yf;ra't:m:ﬁ,m {yon but on.t’e

3 ¢ 51y nymph Pleasure, vou are Inst,
as a brisk bustuess Than, and many days shall
pors efe vou wast off the sednctive spall. ™ Come
aved take Tunch with me,” savs one, The snug
reommn s the sweet little wife ;. the pretey chil-
ren ;s your cheery, penerous host o the nicely.
80, piquant - dittle lunch—the comfort 3 the

R o
taste g the A;"f'”‘ dnsemdle ke your every day
Hie sppear doll and y

i stupid, The afternoon glidey
p;r:ﬂ.mn.ﬂ'\' away. A'saunter down street brings
aboat uum'du:;:tions‘ The day after to-mortosw
the ——s give a ball.  You shall have an in.
troduetion.  You meant to be fifty milex away
to-mortow, but vou think it wounid be really very
nice 1o attend the ball, aud “what is a dav. more
or less, anyway ™ The duy after the ball you do
not fesl partivnlarly wnxious 1o rash ints busi.
X}?bs.] ‘.‘:A little drive " jg suggested and glally
caught at. - S0 passes anotlier day. *-Meantime
Fouare getting 15 know a number of peapleable
sud willing teminister to YOur ammaenient s vou

pepn

b

have  engagements thick “and . three-fold, and
finally to tear yourself away costs an effort al-
most Hereulenn, and:you do not feel quite safe
until a Grand Trunk engine has borne you miles
away: . Such is Brockville—as 1 know it A
most _charmingly-situated town, at the foot of
the Thousand lslauds, one hundred and twenty-
six miles from Montréal, two hundred and seven
frem Toronte, and sixty-six from Ottawa; in
the township of Flizabethitown, South Leeds ;
boasting o pepulation of between seven and
ehghit thausamd; an fwportant point on the
Grand Truuk Railway, wud the terminus of the
Capada Cential rowd, . Both Companies have
here extensive workshops.  The 8t. Lawrenceat
this point is somewhat over a mile and a half
wide. Thesouthérn shore is the State of. New
York, aml the little village of Morrigtown, im-
mediately opposite Brockville, is x station on
the Utica & Black River Ruilvoad, whereby pas-
senyers can make connectivns with the general
Aneerican railway system. Two tradns leave
daity for New York. The journey is made in'about
fourtesn hours. During the season of navigation
Brackville enjovs excellent wmeans of cowmuni-
cation. Deing an easy distancs from the fumed
‘housand Islands and Alexandma Bay, and the
raiiway centre of a large section of country, 1t is
invarially chosen as the point of embarkation
for the numerons excursions which arve dirceted
to the above.mentioned favourite resorts. The
facilities for boating and yachting are represent-
ed to be very fine, and, judging from the vast
number of hoat-hiouses which line the shore for |

I

a mile or were in front of the town, [ eonld well ¢
understand the remark of the young miss whoe
averred that, inswmmer, the people almost live
on the water,  Thereare sald to be at leasttive
hundred skiffs and canoes owned in Breekville,
besides a very considerable tleet of yuchts, and
{air sprinkling of minature steamers.

RETROSPECT,

As fur as T ean find out, the first settlers ar-
rived in 1734, coming from the dissatisfied col-
onies to the south. Among the first families
were the Sherwoods, Buelly, and Jones. The
latter is & name remarksbly plentiful along this
part of the St. Lawrence, putting the Swiths,
Browns, and Robinsons quite in the shade. It
15 there were two leading families of Jones
aweong the early settlers.  Though one in nane,
they were by 1o means ons in purpose, exeept,
indved, toengage in keen rivadey. So it came
about that two luterests arose—Fast and West.
Of course vach leader had his followsrs, aud so
bitter did the rivalry beeome that the ntle sot-
tlement was christened by outsiders *¢ Snarling-
town.”  The fact that to this day Brockville has
two  town “halls—ueither what '« town hall
should be-—is pointed out as evidenee of the ups
and downs of the two parties. . 1 trust that ere
long the people will vote to well one of the
elephants,” aud with the procecds set to wark
to make the remaining one wortley of the town
of the age.  Prescott, thonghtlessly voted slow
by sowme folks, is head and shoulders above
Brockville in this respect. But, to return to
carly days. 1 have befers me a paper written
by the late Sheritf, Mr. Abdiel Sherwood, who
Jied at the good ol age of ninety-five—~he used
to _go duck-shooting up to his ninetieth vear.
He was a crack shot, and adliered to bis old
hint-lovk fowling-picee almost to the last.  He
used 10 say he had twe things to learn ATy -
his father tauyuht hin to shoot a bind flying, and
his mother taught him to alwiys speak the
wath,  While admitting that the early settlers
had their hardships, be does not overlook the
aidvantages they enjoyed. svs Bier O Wehud
deer for the shootiny, partridge were very thick,
pigeons in great plenty; wo taxes, plenty of
wood, fine fish, an abundance of natural froit—
strawberries, blackberries, eranberries, whortle.
berriss, lots. of red plums, and, 1 assure yvou,
pumpkin and cranbervles made an exeellontsub.
stitute for apple-pie.””  Having ne wnills, the
pioneers ¢ pounded Indian corn in a large mr-
tar made by eatting & log off a large tree,”

- Mr. Sherwood tilled various pubjic olfce
in 1820, was appointed Sheriff of the District of
Johinstown,. He served ifty vears in the militia,
in all grades-up . to a-Coloneley, and held the
otfice of Sheriff for thirty-five yvears: " His. clos-
ing words in the narrative before mi are touch.
ing and characteristic. At'the age of ninety he
wrote r ‘T have now retired from all publiv
business, as 1 feel myself incapable of writing or
deing anything to benefit others or 1o my own
satisfaction, and, therefore, I beg vou will ex-
cuse all errors; and allow me to say Amen.”

RECBEY SHERWOOI' S EXPLOITS,

 Reuben Sherwood, a brotherof the late Sherifl)
was & remarkable character, and o distinguishod
figure in the war of 1812, He was'a large, pow-
erful man, a-thorough- woodsman, danng to a
failt; and ever eager to engage in some seeret
servies calling for tavt; skill and’ courage, ~ He
it was who instigated the capture of Ogdensburg.
Sonu after that exploit he was commissioned to
spy out  Sackett’s Harbour, preparatory to a
general attack. . He set out ina capoe, sccom-
panied by two friends, one being an Algoniuin
fudian, kuowa as Captain John, a firoy ally, a
great bunter and an invetsrate imbiber of fire:
water,  Beuben called a halt a mile or two from
the Harbour, and bid his comrades make them.
aelves comfortable for a few days, - Reaching his
destination by & circuitous route, he at once
asked for the Boss, to whom he representad ki
self ag a'shipwright from” Vermont in search of
a job. o 1t happened that the Americans were
building several gun-boats, but wers greatly in

need of competent hauds, and Reuben was given

a trinl.- Proving not only skilful, buta greal
worker, the hoss . ruised him to. the position of
foreman’ and “doubled his wages. . He lost vo
time in- taking observations and skefehing n
plan of the place. . On the fourth day he asked
an interview with the bass; Lo whom he told a
varn to’ the etfect that he was so well pleased
with his job that be weuld like to run back to
Vermont, many his swectheart, bring her buck
and take up his residence nt the Harbour. After
vaiu attempts to dissuade him, his wages were
paid over, and he prepared to departe. Ashe was
comning vway from the -oflice he was confronted
by one James Fates, who ntonee recognized him,
Estes at first deelared - he woulil deuonnee him
there nnd then, but, foroldsequaintanee sake—
they had been neighbours ouce—vconsented o
give him one hour's start. Reuben purchased o
pint of spirits and some biseuits, vl was out of
the settlement in less thaw tive minutes, But he
did notgo fur. A short distanee along the road
he hid beneath o pile of saw-logs, He had handly
settled down ere the sounds of a pursuing host
was heard.  One man actuadly mounted the pile
to take ‘a survey. . At last Reuben heard the
searchers pass on their return, and, giving them
wood time to git. well away, he bssued forth and
made tracks tor bis comrades, who were canipel
in a marshy spot, accessible ouly from the water,
Reuben astoundwd his comrades by announe.
ing that he meant o capture o Woek honse si-
tusted a fow miles down the shore. Pushing
off, the distanece was soon made amd a lanmding
effected near the fort. A chest which hadl
areatly exeited the curiosity of his subordinates
was unw opened aml fram it Kealeu ook o
magnificent nuiforin whivk made the érstwhile
shipwright look nothing Jess thun o Field Mar
shal. In & whisper Reaben gave the ITndian
Lis instructions,  The block house was situated
in a small clearing backed by a devwse bush,
The Tndian was to stealthily ereep to the Lorder
and when he heard a pistol shot he was 19 ran
from one end of the bush to the sther aud give
a war whoop as e ran. Serving onl an extrn
strong ylass of rum, Heuben emetged from the
bush and made straight forthie hloek hause with
his sword in one handand a fog of trvee i the
other.  He was aware that a fcling of divaatis-
faction existed among the garrizon and raunted
upsn this o further bis purpese. A few nen
were at work oubside the house asking for the
commander, he was conducted to Major Go
who upon being requested o surresder
abour to show fight when Heuben quietly in.
forned him that resistance woubl be us
that bestdes a ‘31\1‘-\' uf Piritish LFuiigis, e
200 Indisus thirsting for blaad wlie were with
the greatest diffienlty restrained from makiog
an enslaught. 2l the major Duped and cadicd
upon his mwen o suppert ks Reuben weny
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to the dear and fired o shot, remarking 1
seeond signal woubd brisg dewn the o

horde.  Tustanily the woods resotnnded with
terrific vells and. it seemod 1o the afivighred
milittamnen as iF the bush was afive awith reds
skins,  The ‘men spenly expresed their dis
approval of encountering suelodils. - They de.
clared. they. bad not enlisted 10 Gt savages
and” finally at the conunand of Hewben
down ‘their arms, Undep the
Reuber said he would silow them 1o g0 of
parole, amt they were not {ong in putting o
healthy - distanus betwaerc themselves and the
Bock house..  Renben then set fire to the fort
and, pieking up the dmnrioan Hag, orderet the
Major to “full in” wand wareh down to-the
canoe, - Wherothe  Muajor liseovered the true
state of affairs he woas nataradly tndignant and
accused Iouben of ungentlemunly and wnmilis
tary  canduet.  Reubeno remipded him that
strategy hiad always hebl au fnportant place in
military tacties.  The party proceeded to King-
ston and Reubten osowghioan Slouterview with
Chen, Sir G Prevest who upon hearing thy de-
tails of the wexpadition at tirst reprimanided
Reuben for risking so wueh after seeamplishing
his parpose st Sackett’s Huarbour, but finslly
acknowledged that the exploit was a remark.
ableone,  Reuben promised - to b more cantions
in  future and withdrew —probably witdo his
tomgaz in his cheek.. No time wus lost in
fittig ont an wssaulting party and Sackett's
Harbour was sastly captured.
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THE CAVTURE OF BRACRVILLE,

A few  months pravions the Americans,
smarting under the loss of Ogdensburg, planged
the capture of Brockelly, “which wus necomi-

conmam! of w Captain Lyttle.. With the px:
ception nffone shot fired by the. irrepressible
Reaben Sherwaod; no opposition - was oflereld,
Major . Carley © and - the. Hono Charles. Jones
{grandfather of the prosent Mayor of Brockville),

Precotty wers taken prispners. - Before getting

and an overwhelining foree would have quickly
tirned the tables on the jnvaders=-the juiiwas
thioswn open anilall prisosers released, I way

here that the ouly bloodshed teok place. Tie

can rifleman ¢ Who goes there ¥
repliecd DBixter. 4 A friend o whatn ' asked
the rifteman. ““To King Grorge, G—d-yout”

ritlernan shot him. ‘ S

INCIDEXTS OF THT TOWX'S GRowTIL,
Brockvilie waa Jaid out in 1882, the ehicef
propesty.” holders being the Jones” and -the

Buells: ‘
the Court House nnd- all the churches exeept

the Anglican Chureh, the site: for which ‘was

citemustiatiees.

plished by'a party of Forsyth's riflemien under

with' fifty -milivigmen who - were - rgule for

the towi—for the news had spad to Prescott)

jailer, one Buxter, was ehallenged Ly an- Ameri..
AEA friend,”

yelled. Baxter, aud as quick s lightning the

Meo Willimin Buell. gave the laud for

donated by the Hon. . Chag, Jones,  Messrs,
Jones and - Buell “were chiefly instrumental in
getting Brockville maude  the County Town in
Mace of Johugton, au out-of-the-way and sense.
luss sottlement, a few miles east of Preseott,
which speedily died a nataral death! ,

Kingston claims to have had the first news.
paper-in Upper Canada, the Gawetts, established
in 1816, bat Brockville was not far hehind, the
weekly: Recorder, now a daily, being started
by 4 Mr. Beach in 1820, 1t is strony Griv,
The Mowiter, a Conservative weekly, was estab,
Hshed about 20 years ngo.

About this time a queer’ character by the
name of 1. Spatford alies Lord Chesterfield,”
flourished in Broekville, Spatford was a'general
mercliant in w moderate way, 2 bachelor and a
bit of o dandy, very fond: ol stratting up and
down in front of his shop, llu_ lost ne oppor-
maity of “shewing off 7 before straugers,
Beneath his store he had a sl eellar-wherein
he kept a stock of wines and spirits. 1 he
wishied te be particulardy gracious 1o a stranger
“amd at the same time convey the idew that' 11,
Spafford wis no twopenny-lilfpenny trader, he
world vommand his shop bay semewhat after
this stvle: **Johu ! o tovanlt nueber nine,
bin twenty, and bring up some of that vare oli
port wine from cask  fiftytwo 77 dohy o was
well trained and would sdeseend with all solemn.
ity, candle and messure e band, and ke up
the due amonnt of tine requisite for o long ex
ploration, while in reality he had drawn the
vinous fhind from one of the fow casks at the
foor of the fadder. Moor Statford v to
miserabie el Heo was always cagaged i b
gation apd thus he friftered wway his posses.
sions uutid ut Lt he retyeated to an anteof-rhe-
way shanty and lived the fife of & bernnt, The
last writ was served upon kim by enclosing it ina
pewspuper which a bay pretended to fod outside
Lis door. Spaflurd answered  the kuock by
apening a window, " He accopted thi aewapmper
Yt swore fearfully when the Ind informed him
that there was a “sapplement.”  Soon after
Denth made the clainm that none oan put off]
grd ¢ Lond Chesterfieh]™ was foumd dw:ns on the
four. 1 have an aceavut of Spattond’s aguns
Mr. Chas. Duanham which is rather 1 cuntosity
iz its way,  Itissated May, 1514, wnd from 1t
Polearn that ar that time ted cost wight and
pinepenuce a peund, and segar owo sldllings

BEOUKYILLE N TR2N,

Thiz tntezesling vivinre s from an engraving
“Mr. George Dana. It was
drawn by o retied army otfieer, tupts Gray,
whe alze at that time sketelinl Kingston,
Quebers, and ather pleces for an Luglish puh.
lishing firm. The prints were delicated © 7o
Sir Teregrine Maitdhand, Lisut-Governor, and
o gantenten of Upper Cassdal”” - The view s
ey Uinbesld Islanil)? s nsme now oxtinet
b large tree shewn iu sl pietnte fxil sdown
The huilling in the contre of

: 4
in posseaston af
by

.
:
t
.
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O VeRrs aga,

of the view 19 the fimst Coury House, & brick
Luilding snbsequently destroyed by e The,

eharch-with t!i-.- spire 1s o the et Proshyterian
Chureh and that with the square tower thedn:
slican Churaly, St Perer's; Just then epectéd,
The steamboat and barge are curiositics intheir
wav, The stéamer” vanld  probably ga four
mtles an hour with the currenty indzing from
the padsdle wherli, CThe anmekestack §s stmply
fnnnense. . THe two gentleraercon the burge ap-
pearto be having a good time, . Theone in the
im.:xé‘ it will b n};;.scn'l:cl, 15 h’il:&.}' with a kettle,
but whether hix alitmate aim is “the cup that
elcers’ ora U SCswifter’” ol Lot grog taust be
Taf: onjecture. The individual in the stern
s apparnidy busy with his own thought, The
barge nutder 13 sbudy

THECOIRY HOAUSE,

s Drocksille A8 the Coanty Town of the Coun-
ties of Lesds and Grenvilie, The Sherithis Mr.
Wons o Patrdek, the Trmsoer Mo Fo Sehotield,
arad’ the” Registrar Mo, Ormond Janes,  The
Court Hense is/an imposing-looking stone build.
fnge otmpying a commanding ;>1x:‘§:icj11 ina een.
trad Joeabity and Lieed by alarge sgquare. The
entrance is 0ot noich 1o heast Jof 0 Ths chinf
conrt Fosm —3an taed by the Counties’ Csuneil
s disfigured by o useless gallery ronning
round three sides which gives 1t the look of an
ald-time: 2t mreting-houvsa, V. Thos jail depart.
tent comprises twentytwy cells and the nucess
sary.otlivers, vards, &eo 1t is kept serupulonsly

clean under the chargo of Jailor White,
THE LATE £0L. 8. MACHONELL.

S The late Col, MaeDonell was boru near Corn-
wally Ont, July 31, 1794, and’ received his
varly training under the eye of the late Dishop
Strachan, -At the age of eightean: ha loft. hpme
ny 2 vatunteer attached to the $th or King's.
Regiment, “redeiving. a commission o few davs’
alter- joining, and participated: during ‘(e war
ol 1A12.13 i the battles of Landy's Lane,
Stoney  Creek, - SacketUs” Harbour, York, &e.
Frony the $th b was commissioned- to the 0oth,
winl perfornicil station serviee at Halifux, N.§.,
the “Isle” of “Wight, and  Tilbury, Englaud,
Salling out of the army he returved 1o his pative
Provinee and organizid a militia corpawhich be
conjutatnled dutiug the rebiellion of 37-38. e
contested syceossfully the Connties of Stormont,” -
Ducdas’ nnd Glengarry and was elected three -»
limes 1o represent-that constitnéeney,  He
aftarwands - filled the ~ affices of Crown Landa’
Agentonnd Shierift for “the .above mentiotied.
‘counties, and. in= 1849 way appointed  to the
Wardenship®of the * Kingston - Penitentiary,
which ofice: he. held for wpwanlds of 20 vears,

sesigming thierefrom in 1859, and retiring. after




