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darkness and the hazo of rain and spray ; while threo or four
luggers, manned by the fearless and expert boatmen of our
coast, with eails aud onrs employed to the best advantage in
this stern conflict agninst the fury of the clements, aro making
" their way, slowly but stubbornly, to the side of the doomed
ship, with-a view to save the lives of her crew, and alse to
carn the due salvage roward for so much of her cargo as they
may bring ashore. ‘T'wo boats, with some of the sailors and
passengers, have meantimo left the wreck, and the picces of
timber floating past seem to tell of the destruction that has
just overtaken another part, involving some loss of buman
life; for the object at which the men in the boat are so eagerly
catching, in the wave that dashes against her gunwale, can be
nothing ofn less precious natore, or they would rather consult
their own safety by letting it go.

%’;‘@ wworllaneons,

Kalser Withelin 18 expeeted to attend the Czar's birthday
party, al $t. Petersburg, on the 29th of April,

The King of Laly has conferred on his son-in-law, Prineo
Napoleon, the title of Count de Monealler), a pince near Turin,

The aurrangements for Importing Chinese miners from San
Franclsco have utterly broken down., ‘They were Intended for
the conl department.

s Au amorphous boteh, out of which nothing endurable can
aever be muade,” Iy suid to have been Mr, Carlyle's definition of
tho 1ll-futed Dablin University B,

Tt §s o sad sign of the woral state of the French sourgeoisie in
1872 that the number of one year's volunteers, which it wasg
hoped would amount to 59,000, s only 3,000,

Another meeoting of Cresars s to tuke place. The Emperor of
Austrin ts expected to take purt tn the interview orlginully pro-
Jected between the Emperors of Russtin and Germany, in April
next, in St Petershurg.

Mr. Spurgeon, who hates the prefix of «Rev.” has, they say,
informed his friends that letters addressed to the « Raev.” . i,
Spurgeon will be returned to the Dead Letter Oftice with # not
kpnown " writien on them. )

The muarriage of the Archducess (ifsely of Austria with Prince
Leapold of Bavaria, will take place four days earlicr than the
date origlnally fixed, in order not to interfere with the opening
of thoe Internutional FExhibltion,

The oldest inan now known to be Hving in the world is Joseph
Martini Couthino, a resident of Cape Frios, in the provines of
Rio Janeiro, Brazil. He was born May 20, 1694, aud {s therefore
nearly otte hundred and seventy-uine years old,

The tine woods of Scandinavia nwro lkely to be turned Into
shromdsheets” A Dr. Stlehester has been for some titne in
Sweden making experiments on the natural sawdust, and bas
succeeded in producing a pulp, of which ¢xcellent paper can by
mude.

The gon of Baron Rathsehild, the head of the Austrian brunch,
hias not ondy murrfed & Christtan, but has abjured his faith for

hers. o will .~u-.-cccd‘ his father, and is, Indeed, his only son
and heir. His wife I8 a daughter of the Austrian Archduke
Ruegner.

The o Great Eastern,” Iving tu the Madway, almost nbreast of
the ancient town of QGueenborough, has tecelved on bhoan! the
whole of the deep sei seetion of the new Attantie cable, [t e
tutended to lay it in the tast days of May and the beginning of
June, the great ship belng nppointed to leweve her moarings on
the 2uth of May.

STRONGEID AND YET STRONGEE »TILL.—-Dir, Fucht, of Alt.
Barum, in Slesin, is reported to have tuvented a new explusive
whieh volatifises completely, teaving no residue, as nfteo-
glyeoerine doese Oue part of the dew compound, which the in-
venlor calls < fulndnative” I8 stated o produce the etfcet of
three parts dynamite.

Japan witl be espeelally weoil reprosented at the Viennw Ex-
hibition,  The feather, puper, aml porcelain manuafactures ara
bl to be fur superior o any yel scen in Buarope, while the raw
products, lneluding minerals, drug -, nd tibres bre sgost carefally
clustitied. The eollection was exhibited nt Yedo fur several duys
before s despateh to Europe,

The Parms Jurdin des Pliotes has Just lost one of (ts veteran
tnhahitants, < Nane,” o magniticent parrot, brought from the
Marquesax {n 1776 by Bougaluville, Atthough ¢ Nono® appeared
W have passed the hundred years supposed to be the engih of
A& parrot’s Hife, the contenarian was as hively as ever, wunl his
plumage Just as gay, the only stgn of age being the joss of his
erest, his hoad beltyg porfectiy bakd,

A letter from Bssen says there will be sent to the Vienna
Exhibition from the cannon oundry of Iere Krapp tawo speei-
mens 6f his v hiy gans 7 that surpass anyihing of the kind the
sstiblishmoenut has hitherto produced. The fivst s o gizantie
briss cannon, the tube of which will be 6-70 metres in lengti,
and 146 metres in dinmetor, and which will weigh 760 quintais,
or 33,000, kKilogrammies. ‘The second s manatictured of ot
block of bruss € metves long and 1250 metre in diameter, of the
welght of 1,000 quintals, or 5,000 kilogrammes.

The will of Napoicon the Third has been proved in England,
A5 one of our foreigu correspondents (nforms us,  tHis personal
property Is sworn at under £120,000, aud this he leaves 1o the
Enmpress without reserve.  To the Prines Imperial there is only
one bequest, we ore tokl—the Imperin! Crown, I this be true,
wo have here acertalu vicintion of the idée Napoltonienne, ac-
cording to which any Bonaparte may govern wha is catled by
the voice ¢f the people.. And the Emperor's will is in this re-
fpect an important mmanifesto to tha fmperinlists, [ s 8 mes-
sage 1o the friends of Prince Napoleon,

Mr. Wiltiam Wrlght, of Sheftield; has patented an invention
which promises to revolutionise our system of warming and
Hghting; he proposes in shert, to uso air for fuel, Atmos-
Phieric alr is passed through a battery charged In such a manner
that it carbonises the alr which issues at the other ¢nd, conbus-
tible gas burning with o flume brighter than that of coal gus,
and when mixed with atmoxpherie nir having a heating power
capable of melting copper wire,  Mr. Wright eadeulates that
gas may be made on this plan at o cost of Gd, per 1,000 feat, but
the consumption will be one-half faster than that of ecenl gus,
50 that the price will ba practieally 8d. per 1,000 feet against the
present rate.

Tobaceo has been undergoing an tnvestigation {u Frauce. The
Y weod” hns often been subjected to analysis both by ftself and
in connection with It effeets upon individuais, The result is
that very fow chaunge thelr opinion: if an individonl smokes or
chiews tobneeo, he seldom thinks it 1s tnjurions to htmself; Af o
does not use 1t all, he believes it Lo be universally harmful. One
of the  professors of the Polytechute School In Parls recently
mude invostigation into the habits and scholarship of the one
hundred and sixty students. . He found that one bundred and
two were smokers, and (fty-elght never used tobaceo, Further
“inquiry showad that in each grade the students who did not
smoke outranked those who did stnoke, nnd that the scholar-
ship of the smokers stoadily detertorated as the smoking con-
tnued. Influenced by soveral reports of a similar natare, the

Minister of Public Instruction in France hax issued a elrealar to
the directors of: colleges ind schoots forbidding tohaceo 1o stu.
dents as injurious Lo physical and intelleetuul davolopment..

-
h

Byumatic otes,

Kate Relgnolds Is starring in New England.
Mr. I"arjeon 18 dranatizing ono of his storfes,

* Divoree” hus been revivod at tho Fifth Avenue Theatre, New
York,

Mdiie. Lunca has made §10,000 sinee Ler arrival in the
States.

The Beggar's Opera is being played at tho Adelphl Theatre,
London,

Wilkie Collius has dramatized bis last novel, «The

New
Magdalen.”

The artists of the Cemdédie Franculse are expected In [ondon
next month,

MM, Meilhae and Halevy are writing an Amerleoan play which
they call «Jgnathan,”

Charlotte Thompson comimenced an engagement at Savan-
nal, Ga,, on Tuesday.

A new comudy by M. Sardou, entitled ¢ Andrea,” s ander re-
hearsal at the Gymnase.

The Chleago Academy of Musie is to be remodelled this sum-
mar at aeost of $35,,00,

Wagner's «Tanahauser” has made a8 greal success st the
Thédatro de lua Monnate, Brussels.,

Dramatizations of « David Coppertleld™ ard «The Old Curlo-
sity Shop™ have been runnfog at the Adelpht, Londan,

4 David Garrdeld® 18 still ranning ot Wallack's Theatre, snd
to all appearances willt be sontinued till the end of the seasen,

The Lydia Tham: son troupe have heen playing at Cleveland
during tho past week. Neoxt week they appear at Pittsburgh.

Charlotta Cushman played Jast week abl the Grand Opera
House, Baltiinore. It §s sald that she wHl leave shortly for
England.

Mr, Tom Taylor has resigned his positlon as Secretary of the
London Board of Pablic Health,  Ho retires with a pension of
$3,250 a year,

Adqlalde Nellson was playing last week at McVicker's Theatre,
Chicagn, where the week before Edwin Booth was appearing in
o Richiard 111"

Mdme. Lucea, on the oceasinon of her benefit at the New York
Acnviemy of Muste on Monday week, was recalled six times
arter the end of the opera—a¢ La Figha des Reggimento.! The
recelpts amounted (o $8,000,

It ls expected that the new National Theatre at Bayreuth
(Bavaria) will be completed in October next, when the rehear-
kals by Ierr Wagner of his «Ring des Nibelungen” will be
eommenced, to be ready for performance in 1874,

The Imperial Chinese Theatrioal Company will leave San
Fraucires about the middle of May for an Eastern tour. The
o pany includes a celestinl prince and princess, and will give
entertalnments  embracing drama, opera, battle and other
geeney, and aorobatie awd gymnastie feats.  The stage wardrobe
ts sald to he very rich and gorgrous,

A recent number of the Court Juurnal says i— At Charing Cross
Theatre, which that admirable comedian, Mr. John 5, Clarke,
opened list November, Bhieridan’s comedy of «The Rivids Y was
represented on Wedniesday evendng for the one hundreth conse-
cusive time—u feat absolutely without precedent or rivid, and
dersorving i very honourable ples in the records of the theatrls
cud chronicler,

Mr Maplvson hos ghgaged for hig opernseason, at Dirnry Lane,
Mite, Ostara Torriani, o youny Seandinavian soprano, and Signor
Dl Taente, an Htallan baritong, Sir Michael Costa is conduetor.
Oune of the prominest attractions of the season wlit be the pro-
ductton of tha poasthumous apera by Michael Balfo, the Hbretto
founided on Sir Watter Nentts < Talisinan,”” the prineipal part to
be suatnined by Muie. Nifsson, for whom the « Mlznon®” of Am-
bredse Thomas will b revived.

Thu prospects for the npext opern season In New York are,
acceordit: 0 the Drameatic Worl:l, mther mare promising than
usual.,  Mr Maretzek has re-cngaged Lucea and probably most
of the other mnetmnbhers of s proscat teaupe, 1Lz
thaut he is negotiating with Timaw db MuorsRa,
organizing a very strong troupe for the cauanpaign, and has al-
rewdy engagzed Madame Nilsson-Rouzenwd, Mile, Lorriani, Miss
Anbie Loulse Cary, M, Capoul, Signori Campanint aadl Ber-
rateill, Sighor Maured, the favourite baritone of Lo Saala, Sig-
nor el Paente, and Signor Nurretd, basso,  Nigaor Ardui will
he the conductor, and Mr, Strakoseh has securad the exclusive
right of repressuting Verdi®s < ALK [n Amerien

For the coming London season, Covent Garden will retudn
Mesdames  Adeling Pattd,  Paullne Lueecs, Monbolll, Sinico,
Albani, Smeroschi, Saar, and Scalehl ;) Shruori Nicoling, Betting,
Urio, Mirino, Graziani, Cotognl, Ciampl, Cappont, Tagliafteo,
Bagagiolo, and M. Faure, The engngements of twelve tew
artists are recarded in the prospectus—namely, Mosdames
J4'Angerl, Sassi, Pezzotta, Fossa, Lada, nad Trisoling; Signort
Montanaro, Nannettl, Edardl, Masin), Puvanf, amd M. Maurel,
Of these names not eng, except the Fronceh baritone, M. Maurel,
has any great name (n Italy.  Hdime, Patti wiil appear in three
new characters—Catering, {2 an [tallan version of Auber's
w4 Los Dinmans de In Couronne” Blvira, in Verdi's < Ernani;”
and Lutsa Mitier, in the same composer’s opera of that name.

The Dramatie World, the best publleation of 1ts class {n Ame-
rica, savs that Wartel has under his tuitton, in Parls, at present,
two American Lvlies. One is & Baltimore gic!, only twen(y
yoears old, who, the professor bhoasts, wiil be able after two more
yeurs of study, to sing 1n the original key, the part of the Queen
of Night, in Mozart's « Magie Flute,” The other Is a lady who
has been compelled by reverses to it herself for the musical
profession.  She is expeated to make her début in the Foghsh
Conecert world next season, under the name of Madame Clarina,
A correspondent writing of her from Berlin says: ¢ Her volee is
of remarkable axtent and purfty, and so deeply symputhetic
that #hie eannot {28 of securing the highest suceoss, She s a
trine and noble woinan, whose heart and sont go up in her song,
axd whose earnestness in hor stady gives promise that showill
not be anappreeiatod. U feel prowd of her achievements al-
rondy s but she s, Hke all the rest, groauy prejudiced agalnst
an operatic earcer. For my part, 1 would wish her not to dis-
regurd the opera. . To me she appeared the ideal of Wagber's
»enutiful Etsa of RBrabawd, in < Lohengrin,” the most charming
and lovable ereation in the German Musie-Drama.,” We are
assured, on good authority, that thoe writer does not speak too
warmly of the merits and charms of Madame Clarina.

Ab the New Royal Lyceum, Toronto, Mr. John Jack and Annieo
Firmin congluded on Saturday thelr second engagement of tho
season.  They havae added greatly to the laurels they had pro-
viously won, and have ensured themselves a hearty welcome
swhaenever they return tothe city. ¢ John Garth” was producod
durtng the fiest half of the week; with M Jack in the title-
role.  In this eharacter he has made sueh improvement as
leaves little 10 be desired. The proud determination of the man,
smarting under a senso of unjust wrong attributed to him, which

at last succumbs to the daughter's love, &ec., wore all rendered
tn a faithful and careful manner that showed n true conception
and study of the character. Miss Firmin as « Hester Deerham,”
whose appearance Is greatly Ip her favour, played her part in a
very ladyilke pleasing manner, anid both parties were frequently
interrupted with rounds of applause. During the last three days
of the week «Sur{” was placed on the boards, and obtained a
certain measure of success, due in main part to the excellent
acting of Mr, Jack and Miss Firmin. The latter's gracerul ren-
dering of ' ¢ Mry. General Noble,” and the former's «Simon
Schwelnflelsch” had an immense eflect upon the audience and
compensated for the somewhaut tame character of the plece.
The stars wera well supported by the other members of the
company, Mr, Baphore as ‘“Smasher,” and Mr. Banks as the
s Nigger” deserving a word of pralse. During the week the
talented young artiste, Miss Lillle Eidridge, has been playing in
“Elfle; or, The Cherry Tree Inn,” &e. Next week Mr, Tom
Riggs appeurs in «Cbin Fane” The whole of the seals are
taken for the entire course of the opera, commencing on the 23th
inst., and the management are Lo be congratulated on the suc-
cess which have attended thelr efforts to cater for the publie.
The expense i3 heavy, as 1t 1s understoord they have to pay the
company $500 per night.

[ Writtea for the Cunadian llustrated News.)
TOUCHSYTONE PAPERS.

NO. I.—ROCOCO.

Paul and Pauline were going to get married. When once
that supreme decision was come to, the question of their love
became a secondary one, and all their thoughts were bent on
a single point—that of equipment. In settliog it, their own
likes or dislikes were not to be consulted ; their owa private
standards of taste were to be discarded ; their ease or con-
venicnce were matters unworthy a moment of attention. Their
sole criterion was to be Faskion.

Now there are two kinds of fashion, as there are two sorts
of diamonds, the truc and the false. The true fashion, at
best, is only a show, but that show iz kept up by genuine
luxury, real brilliants, silks, satins, velvets and laceg, which
exactly answer to their names. The false fashion, on the
other hand, is only an appearance kept up by appearances,
Tt is a double sham. It wears paste jewellery, its sitks and
satins are mock articles, its velvets are cotton, and its Iaces
are imitation. But true or false, Fashion rules the world,
and however men mey pretend to rise superior to it, they are
as much its slaves as their pretty, silly helpmeets,

Paul and Pauline, on getting married, had first to furnish
their house. A little nest for their loves is what they really
wanted, deep in some shady recess, far from the giare of the
sun, anl xcreened from the gaze of hawks, But no. They
must choose a house on a fashionable street. Their means will
not atlow them to take a tvo-storied dwelling, and the cottage
otfered them is dwarfed by the surrcuunding palaces, but they
secured it nevertheless because of the genteel neighbourhood.
IT they had only the wit to see it, that same cottare in a side
strect would make them aristocrats ; on Beaver Hall, or St
Hubert, it reduces them to the rank of plebeians.

Ons would think that the first care in {urnishing a house
would be the family chamber. That is a suncuaey, It ought
to be curtiwined in The noise of its floor shonld be smothered
in velvet carpet. It should bave deep receding easy chairs,
a vosy tocker for the days when the wife blossoms into the
mother.  BEvery thing io it and about it should be of the
best, and comfort alone should preside over its arrangement,
Instead of that, the young couple exercise themselves almost
exchusively about the drawing-room. They go to the up-
holsterer. They get the regulation number of chairs—six;
the regulation sofn; the regulation centre table; the regula-
tion what-uot, They cannot aford rosewood or black wal-
nut, tnt they take an imitation of the latter, scotling
at a genuine sett of white wood, beautitully varnished,
offered them at reasonable rates, Then the carpet—an expen-
sive article, Iviug heavy on the conscience of housckeepers.
Brussels and Kidderminster is beyond them, but they must
make up for the sacritive in the dash of the colours and the ex-
travagance of the desigun. The sume tastes are pursued in
relation to the window curtains.

That parfour, thus furnished, might still be made gay, if
keptaccording to the rales of common eense. But no; it must
be kept according to the tyrannical cast-iren rules of fashion,
Modern drawing-rooms are not meant for the family. They
are reserved for strangers. Children may not go near them,
for there are ghosts or bluebeards lurkiug behind the curtain
folds. The room is Kept dark and chitl as a tomb, It smells
of fresh varnish, or of chemical dyes exhaled from the carpets,
The lowers, placed in mockery on thie ceutre table, wither of
ctiolation.  The little trinkets arrayed on the étayere are cor-
roded with verdigeis, clammy from exudation.. The whole of
that room is not worth a hundred dollars, yet it is guarded as
ciosely as the templeol Isis, filled with Caucasisn gold and
stones from the estuaries of the Indus. )

[t is no use decluiming against the worship of tinsel. Where
we cannot get true gold, we fall on our knees before its reflec-
tion. Notone of us need laagh at Paul and Paalive, for every
one of us bas done as they have, or will do so, when occasion
otffers,  Of conrse, gvery one bas his idiosyneracies in this, as
inall else. I have known a min who never wears a ring on
his finger, Lut insists on haviug brass buttons to his coat. A
lady of my acquaintance, on the plea of simplicity in dress,
steadily refuses to wear ear-rings, and yet she carries ou her
ample bosow, an imwmense chain of washed gold, attached to
an apocryphlial watch, .

Shall the poor girl, earning only five dollars a month, not
dress?  Of coursy, shie shall. - There are plenty of light stuffy
in the stiops within the reach of her mouey, aud it costs no
more to have agown well cut, thau it does to have it spoiled.
Shall she not wear jowellery 2 Most “certainly she shall,
Molly, with all her freckles, has us much right to set herself
off 10 be ogled ut in the strects, as the baunker’s pale-faced.
daughter, or the buxom bride of the williouaire pork -mer-
chant. Science und art have joined hands iu making brocades,
lustres, illusions,; jewellery, nnd all manner of finery for her
especial behoof.  With her five dollars wages, shy can go into
a store as denuded as Audrey and come forth as gaudily
tricked out ns Dotly Varden, And men will look out for her
the more, for it is tinsel that blinds theic eyes. i




