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%Mney, on the hcarth of which werc still burning a were sufflccntly evident to lier, te make ber fer
embers. le thrcw on some logs, to try and and shun hir.

kil:dle a blaze, for the night had become chill; and The mmd neyer at once becomes hardencd ih mi-
Single lanp, suspended trom the lofty ceiling, quiv. Satan too weil knows his part te startie

cast but a sombre light on all around. By degrees his victims by dispiaying before their sight sin in

attention becanie attracted from his own melan- her most friâhtful aspect; but he icads them gentiy,

ehOly redections to the story, which at iength ab step by stcp, (and after the first alas the grada-

8orbed him so completely, that the aw ful scene he tiens are more rapid,) until that ivhich, in the onset,
had so recently witnessed. for the time being wVas would have struck thcm nith horror, ceases te cause

forgotten. At a future period the Baron noted it any violent emotien or repugnance. Thus it was

4ýn, exactly as lie had heard iL related by loffnan, with Wifred, who, though detcsting his brother like
and this document being preserved amongst his n
Papers, became, after a nwhile, publicly known, and upen lis riches, to possess ivhich hecame his day-
Was repeated by the old peasant in the following dream, and the fevered vision of bis nigh¶iy restiess
Wordsmbers. Yt t gain tem by any act of violence

had never crossed his mind. Nor wouid it but for

SOF FMAN'S TALE 0F THE BROTHERS. tie constant contamination of evii associates, who
dark-encd by their couniseis every iingering- ray cf

the banks of the Rhine, and crowning one of îight nithin him, and hurricd Iim on towards the
the vine clad mountains, stands the ruined castle of g ne frind ci

the OId Count Ravensberg, who died at an advanced who possessed great influence over lim, Hartz %Volf-

age, leaving two sons-his cidest, Gustavus, be-

C0ning heir to his title and estates. Froin their sequently more darin- in the ways of sin. lie seon
earliest youth these brothers had exhibited the most discovcred the secret wishes and desires of Wilfrcd,

OPPOsite characters, though educated precisely witi and determincd te strengthen them by pouring into
the same care and watcliful tenderness; but w1liîl his e ar the poison cf flattery, and the dcadiy venom

lature had endowed Gustavus, in addition to his cf cnmity against his innocent brother.

aSnly beauty, with transcendent talents, and a most Cont Rcvensbcrg frcquentiy remonstrated with
antiable disposition, she had deaIt with a parsimo- Wiifrcd on bis iicreasing habits of intemperance,

oiOus hand her gifts to Vilfred, who stunted in lus which were ncoura-ed by the society he kept, and
growth, and forbidding in appearance, his mind sught by evcry kindness to iead his mmd te better
seemied to contract in siympathy with these. The taings; but as weil might he have striven te purify,

exPression of his countenace was most sinister- by his wcak voice, the pollutcd waters of a land
heler could he meet the open, unisuspecting gaze of accursed for its crimes, or te render salubrieus the
another without shrinking, as if lie feared they dew-drops cf the deadiy upas tree, as Iead hlm back
tiight penetrate-his thoughts. lis temper was ob- te virtue whe never keit in prayer te Ged, or ut-
tinate and morose-cruel and cowardly. A siyâle tcred lis sdcrcd name save in caths. Vhen the

rarely relaxed his features, unless some wanton act Cont at length feund hew ur.avaiIin- were ail bis
0 hiàchief extorted it. Ana honest laugh never efforts te reform iim, he told hin that howcver
burst spontaneously from his heart. Sly and art- much he lamented the necessity of appearing barsh

i, he delighted in all those petty frauds which be must desire him te withdraw from the castie, as
grovelling, debased mind, will pursue with peculiar he nould ne longer subjeet bis innocent wife te the

tact and avidity. it is needless to add, that to ail constant alarm ad agitation, she experienccd in
hoble, generous impulses he was a stranger. It bis presence. This put the final stroke of the axe

t indeed be said of him, as in the Eastern tale, te the noble ferest trec, and roused every demoniac
that " the blessings of the evi Genii, wvhich are passion nurturcd in tie brcast of Wiifrtd. He flew

Ses, were upon him." He felt his brother's im- te bis friend Wolfstein, and reveaied te him, bis bro-
esturable superiority-he envied and he hated him, tber'a fiat, wvb, after some deliberation, said witb a
whiIe the amiable Gustavus, unwilling that lie aneer

hat1ad feel the ivide difference of their positions in it is weli-of course you wili net presume te an-
e, from the day lae became Count Ravensberg, pear before the Counteas again, or tread yeur

oened to him his heart, his home, his purse. At fatber's balla te pollute them."
is Period he married Adelaide, the beautiful lhat mean yeu, Hartz' ceaimed tbe infuria-

daughter of Baron Weimar, to whom be was de- ted Wiifred. Have 1 ne rigbt te enter ny bome

o Y attached ; but Wilfred, viewing ber as an- because fersootb ber dainty ladyship la offended at

arrier between him and the coveted wealth my manners

is brother, indulged in the most rancorous feel- I said net tbat-tbe rigbtis yours ccrtainly, but
Wards her, which he well knew how to dis- if your iordiy brother denies it you, you dare net dis-
inl tIe presence of the Cout ; but wbich obey hiie, you are ony bi vassal."


