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to society. The Ministers of Religion may bc ranked amnong that
class, to whiclh some political economiusts have given the naime of un-
productive labourers. The labour of the thrmer, the manufiacturcr,
the nechanic, by producing things necessary to mani, or by giving
those already existing more useful forms, creates tic incans of main-
taining otier muanufacturers, ihrmers or mechanics. 'lie labour of
tic preacher of Christianity, thoiugh highly usefil, even vicwed nicre-
ly witli relation to its political advantages, as a mcans of iistructing
the people, has io immediate tendency to create funids, fromi
vlence it may bc maintained. " Lilke the declaniation of the
actor, the harangue ofthe orator, or tie tune of the iiu'sician, lis work
perislies at hic very instant of its production." The maintenance
tiierefore of this class is a tax on the common funds of Uic Society.-
Of these lunds, the revenue arising fi-ont the rent ofland, sceis that,
of whiclh the abstraction of a part, least retards the general prosper-
ity. Witliout recurring to the theoretical reasonings, wiich would
establisli this conclusion, its correctness will be sufficiently shown, by
attending to wliat occurs, wlierc sucli an arrangement lias place. In
Scotland l'or instance, the Clergy arc cliefly paid by the proprietors
of land. The sium, whiicl is thus collected, may, perliais, ie nearly
£150,000. Now ic levying of this sum on them, lias little other
effect than tliat of takinig fromt theni the means of supplying tlieni-
selves, wiith so great a sliare of expensive luxuries. It perliaps redu-
ces to nearly tlat amount the quantity of rare wvines, or of costly
silks, or the nuiber of horses or menial servants, wliclh tlat class af-
lord, and this is the only cvil resulting firomî it. But were this sui
levied on the farmer, iianufacturer and labourer, it vould have the
efeict to reduce the iccuiuilation of capital by the two former, and
lience the general prosperity of the society; and it would tend to
mnake tle latter content himniself with a small slare of comforts or even
necessaries and, by thus sinking 1im in the:scale of social life produce
a result, the evil of whiicli, vill not now a days bc disputed. In Eng-
land again and Ireland, the Clergy arc thienselves, to a great extent,
proprietors of land; but lad the property, tley thuis liold, not becn
set apart to the Churchi, it would have been possessed by the gentry,
there being no reason to suppose that it would have gone to the comn-
mon good of the Society. It would therefore mîerely have supported
a class probably more luxurious and less conciliatory in thseir man-
iers than tlose, wlioni it now maintains. 'le cvil vich arises from
tlc chsurcli establishment of England and Ireland, if any evil does
arise, is not that tley iold property so extended, but tlat they iold it
lor a purpose, to vlici they do not apply it-they msiglit have lield it
by sonie such service as delivering a dozen pepper corns yearly to the
Kiig, and dieu they would iold it as quietly as any of tlc gentry ;
hut as it was granted thîei l'or the service of instructing tie people,
if ticy do not iistruct tiemîî, or if they dlo not give themi thsat sort of
insructioi tley wisli, tlc people look on them as possessingtr riches to


