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* ool binting we buth of Cheist was mtro-
duced, there was no uuiforniity in the tine
observed, With some the festival was
colepiated in the month of Moy, with
others i April, and with others m January.
The uitinato setthng upon the 25th of De-
¢« mbor must be attributed more to heathen-
ish influences than any other. The winter
solstreo with most Liesthan nntons was re-
garwed s The tnost mportant peing ot the
year—as tho begmuiug of Uie 1enc wed Lt
and activity of the powers of nature. Wo
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NOTES TO CORRESPONDENTS,

‘We must respectfnlly decline the insertion
of o longthened communicution from the
writer of the sermpn on  the ¢ Blood of
Christ.” We are as anxious as any can
be for free discourse, but we do not see
that the farther consideration of that sub- |
ject at present, would scrve any goud |

sure interesting and precious though mnore
immedintely conmected with that which had
been cast asida,

The mere period when Clrist’s birth took
place, however, is now a matter of minor

+ mp wtanee, and theugh wo are opposed to
all abservances of human invention, which
to any degree gavour of *perpistical will-
worship."  Yet we could not wish to have
elemninated from onr social and individual
purpose. Iad we kuown tho character life, all the humanizing and kindly mnilu-

of th;. se:xgont, wel :;‘hou;:l“;:g: ::;.wi:}::(; ences and memories which in the course of
serted it b first, and £16 ages have been gathered round the day

_ much wider scope in stating his epinions, i
then others have leard its combaling
- them. We have already declined to insext

80 long celebrated in conuection with the
advent of Our Lord and Master, whose
papers of eriticism, hostile to the sermon, muw:ln ?‘;d Imaerge h?';;e o:er b(:lcn‘?;) n
and with what has been snid on each side, | mecte w‘,t 1 peace on carth aud good will to
" us far ag our columns are concerned, the men. We do not nee that n man necessar.
" ily tends towards either Popery or Prelacy,

mattor must rest as it is. or must be oue whit less of a Presbyterian
-~ because to him Christmas time lias come to
TOPICS OF THE WEEK. bo one only of feasting and family rounions,

- hut of hallowed memories and chastened

gladness, a8 with more than usual solemn-
ity he repeats, *“To yon i# born this dav in
the city of David, a Suviour who is called
Christ the Lord The very rigour of the
soason, nlso, can give these mentories, with
us special significance in telling those whom
God has blesscd with plenty to do good,
and to communicate and to make the dark-
est and most trying life somewhat brighter
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Nothing of any great importsnce has
faken place in Canada during the past week.
In the political and religions world, every-
thing hiss been quiet and undisturhed. In
the one case as the other, routine work has
“been gone through, and that has been near-

Ty all,

»_ Inthe Canada presbyterian Church, a

—

In tne oarly chuiohes, after the custom of }

up ideas and observances still in some meae

special blessng, Thera have beon drawe
backs, of course, trials of one kind and an-
_other whiclt have Leen severe upon in-
dividunls and districte; but on the whole,
j 1872 witl have to be veferred to as & season
| of general peace among the nations, with
| prosperity and widely diffused quiet among
- the people.
Nor is it unbecoming to refer to our own
, vonture in the PRESBYPERIAN, and thu aue-
" gess which has so far crowned our efforts,
We may not sny that we have succeeded in
" supplying o woekly Presbyterian nowapapor
. as successfully ns wo could have wished,
or even to such an extout us we expected.
i Wo may have been over sunguine.  Yet
' we ean 1ejoics in tho nmount of encourage-
“ment we bave received, We nught have
succceded better, but we m'ght alse have
Udene o grent deal worse, 4 pocd many
‘hiave stood coldly aloof, aud woudersd
whether or not we shoutd bu able to make
' goud our footwg. But we have also had
i the sympathy and substantial heip of not
"'a fow uf the very bost ministers and mem-
i bers ot our eanrch. To them we shiall
always be giatetal, More espocially haye
we been giatified m oux publishing venturo,
by having secured the sympathy and assist-
" ance of some of cur best students, who
! realizing how much the Presbytorians need
& newspaper like the one we have been
| attempiing to supply, have practically und
; eamestly rendered us offective assistauce,
. bolh by tongue and pen. For this we are
, especially grateful. We feel that it would
. be a work of no ordinary importance, if we
1 could awnken n deep genernl interest
" nmong the more talented of our Presbyterinn
st -dents and youngor ministers, and induce
them to extend the range of their influence
{ by writing for such publications as the
' Brrrisn AMERIGAN PRESBYTERIAN, to a far
{ greater extont than any of them have yet
i attempted. Some of them have made &
| very prowuining heginning, aud we trus
! during the coming year to delight and in-
| struey pur reudeis by many of their con-
tributions, ns well as by those of n good
number of the most accomplished ministers
and laymen in both sections of the Presby-
terwn echurch in Canads, who have kindly
; promised their co-operation during 1873.

As was to be expocted, we have had a
somewhat trying season at the commence-
menu of our career, but at the close of the
first twelve months we are not discouraged.
On the contrary, we nddress ourselves to
anothier year of editorial work with con-
fidence and hope, and with the fervent
prayer that God would graciously use our

“good many of the missionary meeting usu-
slly held in its congregations once a year,
“Fave takan place, and considerable interest

‘fins been manifested, It is too soon yet to

-say how the funds for the year will turn
out, but unless there is a very grent increase
on ths last, the operations of the Chuvch
will be greatly crippled.

In Scotland, a curious controversy has
risen in connection with the use of unfer-

mented wine at the Sacrament of the Lord's i

Bupper. In a congregation in Edinburg,
two elders have for some time past been in
" the habit of passing the cup withont partak-
ing, on the plea that they could not conse-
“sutively use such wine. For this thoy were
suspended from membership, On an ap-
peal to the Presbytery, the action of the
Session was sustained. Upon this there

was an appeal taken to the U, P, Synod
before which the whole case will be dis-
gassed at its next meeting.

After many unsuccessful efforts by the
Canada Episcopal Synod to eleet a Mission-
ary Bishop for Algoms, the Rev. Mr* Dum-
onlin, of Hamilton, has been fixed upon, to
the great regret, we understand, of his peo-
ple in that city, by whom ho is greatly and
deservedly respected.

T ——

CHRISTMAS,

It has come with a great many news.
papers to be the orthodox becoming thing

. always to have an mticle on Christmas,
setting forth its meaning, and pressing in
many cases, if not its religious observance,
yet its socisl importance and the genial
influence of its family reunions, and friend-
1y feastings. We are not going to follow
this course. The most of our readers know
vety well withont our tellng them that no
one can say at what season of the year
Christ was born, but that it amounis to a
moral certainty that it was not on the 25th
of December. The Romans were far too
wise and politic administrators to sot the
people of the Holy Lend all in commotion
during the stormy season, which, iu that
eountry, corresponds to our DLecember.
‘With neither bridges nor roads of any con-

" soquence, and overy water course fluoded,
i would have been all but physicaily im-
possible for every cne to have at that time
gone to his own city to be enrolled. It
would have been & needless provocation to
» people dissffected at any rate to huve
saked them to make such journeys at such
» tire, snd it could not have been managed
even if tried, with acything like the asme
aficisncy s st some other period. Many
swttle it then as psnt all doubs, that  hile
e wEnot 35y positively when Christ was

1
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humble instrumentality for the advance-
ment of his cause, and the good of his
people.

and happier at that titne when thothoughts
and table of so many are turned to Bethle-
ham's manger, and David's Lord.

If every one of our readers shall have
tried to bring a glimpse of sunshine into
some darkened home on the past Christmas
duay, he ueed little trouble liimself with the
fear that in this he has been tending to-
wards Popery, or that there has been any-
thing wrong in his heart getting warm with.
in him as he has listened to a Christinas
carol ot imed with special fevor in the angel |
song :—

SABBATH SOHOOL LESSONS,

The response to our query of last week
has been so unanimously in favour of the
Internationnl Series of Lessons, that we
have decided to publish them during the
coming year. The first instalment, notes
by Dx. John Hall, of New York, appears in
other columns. The notes for the next
quarter will likely be by Dr. Ormiston, for-
merly of Hamilton, but now of New York.

THE PAST YEAR.
- MINISTERS AND CHURCHES.

The new Church ot Bond Head, erected
during the last season, for the first Canada
Presbytevian congregation, of West Gwil-
limbury, under the pastorate of the Rev.
W. Fraser, was opened for divine service,
on Sunday last, the 15th instant. Able
and eloguent discourses were delivered on
the occasion by the Rev. Professors Gregg
sud Caven, of Knox College, Toronto.
Professor Gregg preaching in the morning,
from Isainh 5. 5., and Professor Caven in
the evening, from Psalms 84., 10. At both
diets of worship the house was crowded to
its utmost eapaeity ; and in the eveninga

Before another copy of the Presbyterian
is issued, Eighteen Hundred and Seventy-
Two will have passed away. Compared
with some of its more immediate prede-
cosors it has not been a time to be spoken
of as oventful, and yet many interesting
and important occurrences have taken
place during its course.

In Canada we have enjoyed great pros-
perity and external as will as internal
tranquility, The different Provinces that
make up our Dominion have been drawn
more closely to each other, and welded
more firmly into one harmonious whole.
Various projects have bee set on foot or

carried successfully through forthe develop-
ment of our material resourees, and in
spite of all ¢hat hasbeen done in conection

with the Washington Treaty and the | Service waskindly held by Professor Gregs. i
Genova Award, Canada occupies to-day a|'The collection in aid of the Building
miote prowsinent as well as o more prosper-  Fund amounted to $78.27. The new church
ous position than she hias ever done in the | —the plan and specifications of which t
courso of her whole previous history. Her, were furninhed by Smith & Gemmell,
trade hasbeen and is large and remunerative. } architects, Toronto,~-is built in the Gothic }
Hor harvest as n general $hung very fair, | style of red brick, with white Jrick dress- %
if not nbsolutely abundant, her population ings. The outside dimensions< nre 56 feet
has been swelled by a large amount ot by 85, A portion of the interior is parti-
immigration 3 and the very discussion ui’ tioned off furvestry yurposes—the audience
her griovances and the supposed injury chamber being 48 by 82. Altogether, thet
inflicted upon her interests Ly the proceed- | new edifice presents a fine appearance, and 4
ings of British statesmen L..ve only brought refleets very creditably on the taste and -
hor great and varied resc.irces more pro-  liberality of the congrogation.—Com. ;
minently before the world and madean o on gregation of Cartwright, minis. |

inerensing number think of s *tling within | teved to by the Rev. W, C. Windel have .

]ttx::b::;{lemintN:; t;’:'“' :Jhee‘n g:er:(lly 11n % orocted a noat and comfortable houso of i
ﬂoml"i g poﬂor huschis :mvemim(; r:::: - worship, which was dedicated to the public i
dal * air sl £ o . . service of God on Sabbath, the 15th inst.,
and alo & very fair share of prosperity. gwher\ very excellent and appropriato ser-
Tn the neighboring republic it lias beeh ' mons wero preached—in the morning, by the
the samoe thing. Withont exception all' Ruv, John Ewing, Mount Pleasaut, in the
classes have been prosperous, and have ; afternoon by the pastor, the Rev. Wm. C.
good reason to thank God for all his Windel, and in the eveuing by the Rev. W.
mercies. Mitchell, of Millbrook, Tho audiences on
The old world like tiie now hasin general | sach occasion were large and devout, but
enjoyed the same hlessings of outward well | especially in the evening was the Church
being which sappliss but few sosterials for | filled to its utmost eapasity by s ‘goodly xp-,
history. The world over God has been | resentation of all rrligious denominstions
opeming his haad liberally and giving all 8 | of the neighboushood. In the sfienoce

very considerable congregatiou, not finding
yoom in the new house, assembled in the .
1 old church, adjoining, where an additional )
|

¥

and evening of the next day n tea mceting
was held in the drail-slied 1m Willinnsburg,

! when between 600 aml T0U persons were

preg: nt, the youug aud promising Band of
Cartwright discousing sweet rausiowhile the
refreshing Dovernge wus bemg enjoyed,
Ton ovor, the pevple were iuvited to the
now Biole Chrisuan Church m the vitlage,
winoh had been kindly oitered for thwr ue.
comuuodation ; and to as wmauy as could lind
sittng or standing-room, apuit-stirring aud
instiuetive addresses were dellvered by tuo
Churman, the 1lev. Mesas. Lwing and
Mutchiolt, and the Hev.Wiliiwwm Logau, M.A,,
lately nunister of the Cunurenr of Lusginnd m
Coxtwright, but now ot Fenolun IFaus. In
thio intos vais botween the speeches, and ut
cuitLr BPprUpURLe putious, tue choir vt the
W. A, Clitiet, and Miss Guitin, of Ciuk,
outestaitiod anu denghtad e pudicues with
selvat nad wedlrendercd ausie. Tue Budd-
g Connuttee have 1enhiscd,y 1 connection
witls the vpemng services, the very hand-
some aauoaat of abuut §600, wineh will
Jesvo tiowr chureh free of ali dobt. And
cortainly the muustas aud cobglugativi
have resson o bo civered und oncouruged
by the couutemnnre, sympatiy oud ad
wnaifested toward then by the whole com-
munty around.——Cont.

At tho annual meeting of the Port Hope
C, P. Clawmiely, secentiy lhield, Mi. Jawues
Craick, 11 & very luppy speech, prosented
Mrs. Douald, thew pastor's umiable wite,
with & box contawnng a rich set vl miuk
furs, & gitt from 1ne kudies Of tae cungraegn
tion; mmeditery therelore Mr Wi, wuuy
took tue platiorn sud snnouuced taw uv
had been deputrzed to presont & purse to the
Rov, alr. Donatds Mr. Donawd tuough
evidentiy taken by suiprise managed to
acknowledge lus own, und Mr. Donald's
gense of the kiud treatuient they had both
oxperivnced trom tho congregation SIuCo
getting at Port Hope, Mr. Donald has
proved hunseli o wise and euergeuc Ia-
bourer, and his peopis have shown them-
gelves reciprocaiy active and  libevual.
Subsequently Mrs, Roach, organist, was pre
sented with a purse of #8560 ae & small ac-
knowledgement for valuable services gratui-
tonsly 1eudercd for o Jength of time.  Duy-
ing the presentations the clirir was occupied
by Mr. L. Ross, M.P., who, along with
Messra Galbraith, Donald, Craick, Chisholm,
&o., delivered short addresses suitable to the
occasion.

The aunual soiree of the West Puslinch
C. D. Congregation was held on the even-
ing of the 12th inst, There was alarge at-
tendance. The Rev, Mr, McLeoan, pastor
of the congregation occupied the chair, and
addresses were delivered by Rev. Mr.
Acheson, of Galt, Rev. Mf. Macdonald, of
Elora, and Rev. J. Little, of Nassaguavay.
A pleasant and profitable evening was
spent.

Of the Rev.J. P. Dumoulen, Bishop
eloct of Algomn, the Kingston News says :
"1t is singular that the first graduats of a
Canadian University, elected to the high
and holy office of a chief pastor in the An-
glican Church, should be a graduate of the
Dresbytorian University of this city, It
would be a graceful act if the authorities of
Queen's College at their next Convocation
should recognise the hight position in’the
Church gained by the reverend gentleman,
and honour him, and themselves at the
same time, by conferring & more honour-
able degrec.”

Ve understood that the Presbyterian
Congregation of East Puslinch have agreed
to call the Rev. Mr. Urquhart, late of Perry-
town.

INDUCTION OF REV. J.L.. MURRAY.

The Presbytery of Ontario met at Wood-
ville, on Tueaday, the 17th inst.. for the in-
duetlon of the Rev. J. L, Murray. A large
congregation assembled, The Rev. Dr.
Thornton preached atruly excellent sexmon
from Luke 14, 47, “Bogiuning at Jerusa-
lem.” The moderator, the Rev. Jas.
Thom, narrated the previous steps wluch
had been regularly taken, and put the ques-
tions of the formula to the minister and

cople, which were satisfactority answered,
‘The Presbytory ongaged in prayer, led
by the moderator, and inducted Mr.
l\{urray formally into the pastoral charge of
the congregation. Highly appropriate ad-
dvesses were delivered to the mmister and
the congregation by tho Rev. J. B, Ed-
mondson and Rev. J. R. Scott, respectively,
There was read by the Clerk of the Pies-
bytery, the Rev. Dr. Thornton, a letter
from the Rev. John McTavish, expressing
his grout regret st not being able to be pre-
sent, expressing also his joy and thankful-
ness to God at the pastoral vacancy being
go happily filled, und conveying words of
wise and affectionate counsel to the people.

' he members of the congregation, on re-

tiring from the church, gave the right.
hand of welcome to their new pastor, with

{ manifestly great cordislity. 1t was also

very evident that the Presbytory received
Myr. Murray into thewr number with great
joy, esteem and affection. Mr. Murray en-
ters upon tho pastorate of a large, united,
prayerfuland working congregationwith very
glsddeniuﬁ prospects of usefulness, In the
evening, the congregation combined in pu.
blie socinl reception of their pastor. Very
happmly the hours passed. The choir dis-
eoursed in bymms of praise. The audience
listened with interest and edification to able

LISTEN,

Do you wish to do semetlung towards
making your home Lappy ? Do yea desira
that your brothers pud msters should be
glad to have you with them, and that you
shiould always be a welevme coupntion
to youl parents or yow children? Do you
want to have your society coveted (voiye
wheore, and to leel, the while, that you ave
doing good a8 well as giving pruswo?
Woald you lko te heip pecple 1o think
well, and to linve them save thea  besk
thouglits for you? Would it please you to
got all the good you can get of the prople
you know ?

It 8o, learn to listen,

Bus first learn what listening is—tor it is
not meiely the excrewe of the some of
henring. The stupidest of us all cun Keep
our oars open and mouth shut, To  hsicn
properly means to make other people talk
properly.  That s n svewl defli ton, o B
18 not u Webeterian one. The goou usien-
or is o cause ot tulk ng in others, aud by &
proper oxciciso of this valualic wnd wo
gearce gift, makig the diffienlt =y waual
they think, and the vervose thuk what
they say. Tor the pioatest tuke:s axe
cavotul when they fiad they havi a good
listoner. They know thrt they may not
often bo so fortunate. und they oo tieir
best. The adept m lstoming may scme-
times hoar ma.e prosing than he ahes, out
if he be skilful tlus will not often happ-n.
When it is impossible to get auything st ™
osting or useful out of o man, h:neel o
listened to no longer. Every one of seuse
will agreo to that. But it is astenshing
how wany good things some veiy unpro-
mising patsons will say if they e properly
aud eonscientiously listened to,

I'o bo stire 1t is very hard tor some per-
sons to listen, They Lave a giftfi tatk.ug,
and they like to excreise it, Bui these nve
the very persons who shioulddo a greut deal
of listening. They know what a luxu y it
is to talk, and they should give thaw 1nanis
lies and friends n chance to learn the art,
Besides, like farmers, they will <lten find
wmuch advantage in & rotation of creps.
geason of listening is ofton a most excellont
prepatutive for a season of talk.

1t is often supposed that if & man has &
goud thing to say, he will say it, bui dus i
not necessarily tho case.  Very oftca he
never says it, Jecause no one will give him
a chance. He don't want to waste his
sgeech on fools, and the smart folks wané
him to content himeelf with hear: 1 wauat
they huve to say. 'This happens—not in
connection with very good things perlinps,
but with things that nmmght lead to very guod
things—every day and every howr i tuon-
sauds of families, ull over the lani——tv say
nothing of society.

There are those who so seldom have &
chance to speak to interested ears, that they
gradually withdraw themselves into them-
selves, where, not generally finding mueh,
they intelleotually pine away.

T'o be sure we shonld not fail to become
good talkers, if we can; but, do what we
may, we can only make one talker out of
ourselves, whereas, by proper listening, we
may make o dozen of tatkers to other peo-
ple.—~Irank R. Stockton in Seribuners’ for
January.

A BCOTTISH TOURIST ON THE
CONTINENT.

On the first stage of the journey between
Nurnberg . nd Stuttgart, my fellow-travel-
ler was a professor n a Roman Catholic
College at Augsburg. A very lively con-
veisation «usued. My friend enterlained
liberal views on the ecclesiastical ques.
tions which now agitate Germany. o isin
sympathy with the Old Catholic pa: ty, but
was shy of committiting himself on parti-
cular points. He expresses liberui senti-
ments towards Protestants, but he is atill &
Romuanist, notwithstanding the controvers
that rages within the Church, he scems a.ﬁ
for the church still. My hopes of a real
movement towards Seriptural Christianity,
T must confess, wore uot mecieased by close
con:act with one specimen of the reforming
party.

My fellow traveller seemed himself to
stand open to exact information on any
subject, but he had evidently received very
exaggerated reports on the progress of Fo-
pery in this country. One of his questions,
for oxample, was: “Isn't Glasgow Cath-
olic?” 1 told him I had lived many years
in that city, and I kuew it well. I gave
him some sound information on the facts of
the case. He received my ststcments
thoughtfully and gravely, but without mak-
ing reply, I think he considered my in-
formation correct, aud that his notions on
that subjoct underwent n considerable
chauge.

I suspect that Popish zenlots in this coun-
try, Prautico & pious fraud on their contin-
ental brethren. The * wish” and the
* thought” do not seen to be kopt sufficient-
ly distinct in the reports which they trans-
mit. Possibly alarmist Protestants may
sometimes aid them in spreading the ex-
aggeration.

It may not he amisslo record here & com-
plaint which 1 received {rom the Bavarian
professor, a8 it bears on a question in class-

, lcal education, now undergoing revision in
. the country ; all the mare that the compli-
. ment was manifestly given, not personally

to me, but to the method adopted in the
classical schools of my country. At the
close of our covnversation, he maid: *You
speak Latin better than the English bishops
who attended the Vatican Council at Rome
last year.” He referred of course to the
vowel soynds, which in most of the Scottish
schools, coincide with the system which
prevails universally on the continent, and
is in contrast with the usage in England.
We understood eanh other perfectlv and
easily ; whereas, if any one of the interlocn-
tors had been a fellow of Oxford, there
could have scarcely Leen any oral commu-
nica.ion, although he might {uwe more La-
tin in hie head than both of wus put fo-
gether.

I understand that the great olassical
schools of England are even now in a tran-
sition state on that question ; and T happen
to know that the Edinburgh Academy,
which bas hitherto somewhat serioualy fol-
lowed all English has this year, for
the firs{ time, introduced the Seott'=h pro-
nuncistion, which brings its pupils_into
harmiony with all the scholars Earo-
poax conbinent—I'rom nales taken in GO
mang, ig"gh editor of the * Famill



