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4 tances on all hands, Tho cone riges some
400 foot frota thoa erest of a ridgo, and looks
s} wlegost srtificial in the regulavity of its
‘® 3 form. A track goes slanting vp ite side a3
¥1 o ensy a gradiont that I was able to ride
"$ poarly to the top, indeed it was only to
gave my borse n little that I dismoanted
at all.  Juast hefors accending the cone, we
8.3 paseod ruins and the romaing of Ky large
f fank, At tho top too, there ave ruing of o
wall, sud towers built of large hown stones.
&4 Thore is o deep hollow thatlooka asifit had
1.hoon oxcavated inthe centrs of the summif,
hich i8 some 750 feot in oircumference.
All these ruins axe of vory old dete. Thore
¥ i o appearance of this eminenco having
peon used by cithor Saracens or Crusadeds
n spite. of ils nome and {radition, The
 ruine more probably go back to the Roman
}oxa. Tho situation and character of the
f hill entively agroo with the account given
by Josophus of the Herodium, creoted by
5% Horod tho Great, whoro too his body was
§ brought for burial from Jericho, where
ho died. 'What & contrast its prosent soli-
$ tary desolato stato pregonts to the magni-
fioondo described by the historxion, & lonely,
 deaolnto height, in the midst of a lonely,
B desolato land, wasted, and lying desolate
under tho curse of God. As we olimbed
$ tho hill . laxie fox ran up thospatli in front
% of us } it seomed the only dweller 4ritid the
Eroing of Herod's grand palaces. From
Nl Frank mountain a wido prospoct is ob-
Risinod of tho wilderness land in which
David spont some wenry yoars in hiding
§from Saul. Iis presont state carries one
Bback over the sattled times of Roman tulo,
Mand the prosperous days.of the kings of
fludab; to tho unsettled: times when its
gred glong ud' rooky hillsides afforded
any & golitary liilding.place for David and
his herd; and~the shepherds whu fed thoety
ocks on those hills were giad to be on
cod terms with one who profested, instoad
Kol robbing them, liko other leaders of fugi-
gtivo bands. But, most probably, the'land
BBz much more desolato now than even in
Giho days of Saul. Now, as in the days of
WJael, “the travellers walk -through by-
wa’ys,” but tho “highways" of which
N Dehorah spoaks, not merely, aro * uneceu-
fpied,” but.cannot be said to exist. The
fuitor lack of wood, too, gives-a very bare
spost to the sesne from tho top of the
rank mountsin, Under the present rule
n Palestine, things anly get worse aud
orso in this rerpect. Nn'eare is.taken to
lant, which would need to be dono under
uthority, for tho thriftless people cut down
s nataral woqd, which might grow up
fo fino treos, whenoverit 1s. big enough
afford fuel. Xt usoed to make ine feel
uite sad to seo the loads of Arbutus and
vergroon onk-being brought in on camels
Jerusalem, the latter cut whenever 1t
ot as tall as @& good shrub. Along the
sbrew track, south of Bethiehem, there
a3 s groat-deal of tnis serub onk, which
emed to bo of tho same sort as the fam-
3 Abraliam's oak near Hebrew, and prob-
ly might,like it grow up lo grand trees
let alone,
Trom the Frank mountain T nad the
{0 of Tokon peinted-out to me, but wedid
¢ ride up to it, as thero are searcely any
gmaing, and it lies » pood deul on ono
§ds of tho rough track which wé now fook
Khnroitum,  where the large cave is
hich we-word to visit. On our way we
sead ono of the bare rooky flats, which
usod for-threshing floors, It wason s
oxposedl apol where any wind that
8w would fan away the chaff, and wes
8¢ the natural Yock laying exposaed, por-
ps arlifisially smoothed o liftle. It
sdo e think of the threshing floor of
amiah, Most probably that was just
ére the great Mosqué now -stands in
mealom, and bofore Morialy was built on
ld be just such another rooky hill sum-
it 88 tho.one. Iiparsed,
£4 pasging Jook at a swift figing pariridgo
mad quito snilablo in this fact, s0 asso-
ted with David's life when ho was
nted ag a *pgriridge in the mouptains.”
me of thege partridges are vory protty
48 with. besatifally atriped mérks., M.
llex's Jittlo.hoy hiad one in.captivity, It
5 &.vory shy, poor bivd, having baen
2nwhon full grown. Ologo to the-ruiny:
d tave of Klincortum, wo oamo upon i
o of Arab tants, Thoy boelonged fo
s-of the people whom we had sodn
fuslitng,  They wero, st usunl blagk,
by no Monae attreetivelooking, Tha
il of evluding. was hoard in one as e

e

o
=

17 of thoNo paople keop thoar-corn Inid |
for safaty n Bothlchem, and wo met
g an taking o loug two hodt’ walk to

& .
&

Over theso woe had ta olimb. One bit of
serumbhng was by ae means pleasant to
me, ospeoiully inpeded as I was by my
riding skirt, and a watcrproof cloak, for
rain had bogan to fall, The reck T had to
olimb over was lying at & very steep angle,
immediatdﬂ under au overhanging rock,
under which une could only pass by stoop-
ing vary low. The rock was g0 stmooth as
to givo very littlo hold for hande or feet.
and tho rain making it slippery bosidos, I
was yeally very glad I had passed it with.
out rothng down nto the gulf of the

gorge whioh was close helow me. Before
beginning to explore the eave we szt down
under an overhanging chif to oujey the
provisions which we hiad brought with us.

Our rido had:given us a:very good appetite,

and the scene around made everything
gpem oharmung to ma. The gorge, algoss

 fissure, balf-way.up the side of which wo

‘wery soated, reminded mu of somne of the

roughest bits of Switzarland, aud, ¢ add

the resomblance, a flock of gosts were foed-

ing on the side of tho opposite chff, in

placos where one counld net ut that diatance

8¢o Low anything but o fly eouid hold on.

But hero nll resemblance to Switzerland

ended. Tha codipanions who sat by while
wo ate our dinnoer, were as unlike Swisa
peasants as they well could 'be. Sevoral of
“$he Arabs had-tollowed ug.from théfr tents,
to help or hinder on the path, and m the
cave,in hopes of o Backsheesh, I saw Mr

Mullor had very littlo confidence in thom,
and ke would not let me show the puise
from which I' was to pay them til we wore
safe out of the cave. While wu ate our
taeal, two of the Arabs improved the timg¢
by.one submitting his head for tho other to
shave, after he had washed it ma 2 pool by
-our side. The shaviug process was cleverly
performed, and the razor with wiuch.it.was
‘oxecuted was evidently shiarp enongh to be-
o formidable weapon, had he not been on
good terms-with.us, The rock under which
we sat was henutifully clothed wath
-majden-hair ferns, and from svme holes
high-above u - pretty wild doves flew ont
and in.  After woe had'.finished owur wesl,

entrance of.the eave, This 18 by 10 weans
sasy teHad fur Lusa 'who ate not famibac
with the plece. A whola party, some of
whom I knew. (amnnng thewm two Canadian
clergymen) were kept for a considerable
time wandoring about in search of it,
thotigh they had boili o gnide and drago-
man with them. Mr. Muller and vur
guido had both been at the place befrre, so
wo lad no such difficully, but nothing
could &éom better for purposes of conconl-
ment than tho situation of the mouth of
the oave. It is a considerable hoight up in
the face of the perpendioular cliff, so that
m order to énter it we had to climb on the
top of a largé rock which has fallen from
above. This hes a littlo way off from the
cliff, so that wo had quite as wido a leap
into the mouth of the eave, as my short
logs, encumbered with long skirts, could
well manage. Ouaiside, the rock waa wet
aud slippery, mede, all was dry dust.
Through this wo had {o go, half-stooping,
JHalf creeping, for o short distauce, then
‘We entgrcd the first loxgé chamber of the
oavo. ‘This is 120 fa6t Jong and from 30 fo
45 feet wide. Tho roof'is bigh antl vaulied.
The Arabs were now really of somo use,
for by distribuung lighted candies among
them, and making thom scatter about, we
got o much better iden of tho size of the
hall. A heap of dry dust in the centre
showed wheko the Paglestine Esxploration
Sootety had beon excavating, byt withont
finding anything of much interest. Xrom
thié hull many arches and narrow.passages.
branch off,  Sows of these go far In under
the'lull. Mr, Muller on one occasion spont
four hours in exploring witk a party, with-
o4t coming ta the end of the series of eov-
erns. In all this time they did nof.meet
with nny other hall so fine as the one in
whicli we stood, g0 I was well satisfied to
go no further then into one or two side
cnves, which communmicnted with 1t by
various arones and passages, that reminded
me much of the crypt of somo cathedral.
It wonid have been impossible for s to ex-
plore the.innar labyrinth of caves witho.t
soie befter eccort, and migre lights than
we possessed. I oan scarcely aay I rogret-
tad not going further; the air even in the
hall was close, and to gol further in we
slionld have had more oroe‘p[ing through
low pnssnﬁu then I tiwok I could have
horne. What I gaw of the onve quite aatis-
fied mo that, if not really the scene of
David's advonture with Saul, it had all tho
enpabililes for suoh an adventure. Tha
side pasgages and caves ~loge o tho great
hiell might afford ¢oncealment for an im-
méhgo number of meu, aud theve ars end-
lest corners, nooke, sad loop-holas from
<vBick thosa-furthor in raight observe any
intraders into the first part of the eavern
without being thamsdolves seen.

Mo rain ho? almost csased before we
lofi the cave, ko mougting our horses, with
¢ friendly farewoll to our Arab accusint-

'

|

‘we scrambled o little farther along to tho |

sued land of degolation, If tho government
essctions do not proze altepsther unbear-
able, perbaps Mr. Muller moy have the
pleasure of seeing the cxumple of cneigy
aud juduatry in members of bis own house-
held, followed by sorue of kis neighbours.
It lng own httle furm prokpers, it will be
valuable as & truimng place for the native
pupiis who reside under lis xnof,
M.B. W

R

Education in Common §chools-

Editor BRITIHE AMERICAN l’xw:ﬂm"mnux»‘.

Dear 81p,~1a your issus 0f July 16th,
there 18 n briof but suggestivh paper from
Mr Dunbar, of Glesmorr's} in vegard to
the right of the stato to/¢ducate all its
oit1zens. Tlus night ne strdngly affitms,

tunely brought forward, I covlaily coneur,
This right of the State to cducate allits
oitizons, Mr. Dunbar asserty on tiie follow
g grounds:—viz., (L)} On the:ground of
its vory cistencs; (&) On ¥he ground of
its usefulness. In regard {4 the Avat, he
shows, as far as limited spaeo and Hume
enable him, that the ignarance aad -the
vice of the citizen mmperil s very exist-
oneo of the. state; and thnt‘,%hé twsofulness
of the stato depends upon e intelligonce
and worality of its people, 6 not merely
law-observing, but but izw-ounserving and
law-vindieating ; and that bacause of the
appresiation of its tixoroughly enlighiened
and peace loving citizens of tho houefits of
public law and order, as cofitrasted with
lawlessness and anarchy. ~ Then, from
these vory sioaple, oasily:established, and
fundamental principles, he affirms cectain
applications. Amung-these, the nght of
the state, not werely'to oxpepd money on
schovl-honsos, teachers, eta., hut to provide

somebody is taught, and heals-the duty of

teaching be aotually impnrted; olse tho
public money wogld, if not squandered, at
least not bo applied t> the purpose for
whiol it was granted. These positions, 1t
seoms to me, can Boarcely Lo successfully
impugned. And if, Mr Editor, thero 18 50
much truth in this fivst part of his brief let.
tor, I oqually rejoice to say, that tha lattor
part of it is especially seagonable and valu.
able; that, namely, in fegard to the right
of a Protestant Stuteto educato its Protestant
citizens, in order to sccure the ripht nnd
adc quate discharge of tho duties of citizen-
ship, Andeven to see to if, that Ronian
Catholic citizeng thomeclves are educated ;
for Mr. Daubar’s general position involves
it. It is gratifying nlso to notice, how dis-
tinot and intelligible are the grounds upon
| whioh e inainfains, in apposition to o
spurious liberalism on tho one hand, and of
n haughty and maperious Papalism on the
othar, thas Protestautisin 18 not & mere
negaion ; but was worth all the expendi-
ture of undaunted and heroio ugitation of
principlo which its secendancy m Britain
and on the continent involved ; ns well as
the expendiiure of blood and treasure -that
wero 80 freely given in order to.secure that
ag¢ondancy. We must not deceivo our-
solves. We are now, in the providence of
od, brough- face to facy with a bold in-
sidious, haughty, uascrapeious, and tyrdn-
nic religionisin, that bages 1te pretensions
on divine authority, and even on the state

ments of the Word of God. I say, Mr

Editor, there must bo no mistake en such
s matter as tns. Otherwise, the rapid de-
velopment of obuoxious prineiples now

hurrying on apace to thewr appropriate
consummation, nnd final-and irremedisble

doom, will suddeuly startle inlo activity
& sleeping ohurch., The battle of the re-

formation, there can.be hittle doubt, has to
be fought over again ; and 1t becornesevery
friond of reformation principles to arm
himself for-the coming confliot. We have,
thorefore, to thank those prominent wateh-

men on the towers of Zion, who, from its
battlements, desory the approach.of the

onomy. The Gavazzi's, the Chiniquy's, angd'
a whole hos! of others whn have preceded
them in sounding the alerm, g8 woll as

those who, on this continent, sud in the
old worid, aro following.in their footsteps,

aro worthy of our most serieus atiention.

Aad onr younger ciergy, sspeoially, who
aro osteomed ““the rising hopaes of the

aud the genoral prmmeiple thus so oppor™

that something be taught, pg Well as that

a compulsory law t. secure that that

other logvunnnta formitus ad yeem, ab
least in so far ga the ergmuwent, purs und
aunples, is cencorned.  Grant rao M+ Dun
bar's preonses, and thst is the conclusion
1n which tho Jlopte of the nipumont lands
me.  Thera may bo cnonmstsuces, how-
over, in the present condition of the stata,
that repder such an applieation of public
touds inespedient. Tho divided state of
tho okurch, and of gonoral socivty, vender
tho prosent application of the primeiple al
togathor inexpedient. Indeed, they plaiuly
point in another direstinn  We muat not
on that account, however, surrender the
principle itself, olas thove are a great many
other things that would have, on the samo
ground, ““ to go by the board.” Lat-tne at
present, howevor, coneinda by just sajing,
that I rejoioe that the friends of our Pro
testant religious education, aven along
with seonlar studies, are hastirring thom
selves ;: and that our best thanks ave due
to our-worthy frionds in New Brunswick
for tho nable stand :hey have taken, to Me.
MoTavich, and others, in the late Synod of
Hawmilten, in the Cauvada Pregbytorian
Obureh, and to yourself, Mr. Edifos, for

wblishine-tho able roport read by Bav. Me,
Ritblado, on * Education in tha Marnime
Provinces;* and lust, but not least, for the
briof letter of Ruv. Mr. Dunbar, of Glen-
morris. The publication of these, simul-
taneously, I rogard as opportuns and-sen-
‘ronablo; espseially that portiou of Mr.
Duubars letter that refers to onr school-
‘books as about to pass through the “.Ro
man ‘Catholie” filter,” in the elimination
from them of evorything that may not be
‘agresable to Roman Cathohe ears. Should
.such a-thiog be attempted, L trust 10 wili
rouse such o grow! from the British lion
thronghout the whols. of ths Dominion g
‘may terrify the Council of Public Iustrue-
+tion from peromtting the school-books from
‘being «n tho least sabjected to the Popisn
«};ru'ning knife. If there 15 anytliag more
1 desire'to -add, it is simply this. that ne
Popery takes the sround of religion in its
haughty axad gyraunical assumptions, the
oniy lemuimato and effective metunod of
sprominent defence as well as attack, is on
$lie same ground. There the battle mnnt
bo fought, .and aronad this point the confliot
will undoubtedly thicken. 1% 18 only and
mainly, on religious grounds that Popery
must be aftacked anld ove.thrown, Had
thig letter not nlready grown too long, T
would have desired to introduce to your
readers & very thoughttui jaud -able articie
publishell 1m she Uhristian Guardian, 1n
reply to cortain 1eceut utterances of the To-
ronto Qlobe, in rogard to Bismark and Pro-
tostantism. Meanwlle, I fobear.

Yours, truly,

Rothsay. D. A,

Probationers vs. Laymen,

Editor BRITISH AMERICAN PRUSDYTERIAN,

The new Presbyterian Clurch ot Big
Bay, Kappel, Grey Co., was opened for di-
-vine gervice on Sabbetl, June 27th. Ap-
propriste sermouns wora preached a. 11
v'olock a.m., aad at 6.30 p.m., by Rev.
James Scutt, of Owen Seuad (Methodiat.)
The communion was disponsed by the
pastor. Nine now members-were added to
the Churoh—five ou a profession of their
faith, and four by letter. Three of the
number were haptized.

A sucpessful tea meeting was Leld on
Tuly first. From the proceelsof the ser-
vice and the Sabbath collections, abouns
§60 were added to the Building Fund
This was the last ¢ four new churches
which have boen ledicated to the service
of God on this ficld of labour since De-
cembet 27th of last yeai. The communmion
was held in tho Inst of oar four stations
last Sabbath. In all the stations there

"have been about thirty-two new mermbers

added. Twonty by profession of their
faith, the rest by letter. Nine adults have
beon baptized, and fifty-four children. As

‘my tirae has.been so fully cconpied with
.the church opening and with commuaions,
and necesanry pastoral wisitations, 1 was ¢

unable to notice a letter which sppeared
in your sclumns over tha dignaturo of
“ Leyman' which appears to Jewiand at.

mon taking a part in such discussions, 1t 18
o matter of regret that this one did not
confine Limsslf more closoly to the sub-4
Jeck on which ho professed to write. It

chureh,” wouid do woll to make what is
nsually called the Popish contraveisy mat
tor of ustained and earues study. They
will Lkely bo driven to it by and by.
.Meanwhile, lat mo further say, Mr. Editor,
that I thiuk-tho position laid Jown in M:.
Dunbar’s promises, legitimaately oarry us
to further applications, as, for .nstance,

antes, we act off again.for Bethlehoth:

Not.far-frum the little town we pagsed o
smiall:house whioh M:. Muller was having

bujlt for a young Siwitzer, who is - enlti

sy ltivation was béguh in-order to-give em
‘oyraenrt duricg ono of the aumercye |
t.ming:gears from-whichthe inbabitants of,

that_ifiv be the right dod Gaty of the staty
tv cduoste its citizous In seyf prescriatin,
and that the wecfulness oi-the stata- oun -

ssto in the anworsaldy anl oscellence of

Jsed, I wns gstonished to fod $hat | vate a-newly takon-in pioce of land, Its.) the education thus imparted i the Sorma.

ity of vixtnets conduct aad Labgaun ite
@tigapa, aadaf, moreavor, it bp the mght
aad duty of & Protegtaat sfate s eductts.

sensiblo lotter Ly a Frobatiouer.

poiuts or questions. Ficst . Bow long
should a Probationer romaz in ons va-
-oanoy ? Ho argues that as at st one
"ilth of tho-vacanotos are mussion stations,
and a nanther mure should be on the hst
of Nlissiun Stations (thus siatement s wich-
in bounds,) auy tuore atoail 13 too lony to
-spend 1n.such places. “Layman ™ rephes by
abusing Trobationers genoraily, aad tis
.00 n particalar, far inzmcss and oéf
“ficioucy_generally, nbd for an anwibog.

ess to Ju-Homo Misstor work, The Pro-

8.3 aupply for lus family. We dis- yEalestins bave: suffored. AL fivgt M. | its citizens i theso pruanibutl and-fanda, | bauones, aafaras Feonid andérstnad lum,

tention. Though it is gratifying to fiud lay- |

was in reply to o vory roneise moderate, i

This Probationér’s lstler cuntained threo |

coptable, Though sor cut from suek op-
pasite points they botl: aaree that Probae
tonevs 1 an do it co no good by visitiog.
With vespuct to the 31 gunstion: Whatis
o vaoauey ¥—ps “ Luyvon™ in dofining the
position of his opponent, has loft off the
negahive sylleblo {ram the prindiple word in
the prineiple sentc e, comaplituy chinnging
ita meaning. The point w12 alving at is
not easily soen,

As tho epithets which ke ro freoly uses,
etz whimperng peobatiner, ghaatly
ccunsel,® ol mio digecownt frem the
subject—thoy reguire ae notics. I heard
of & Gorman and his wifo who appearnd
before a justice of the peace in the West,
to suc for a divorcs. The man had' a
broken nose, the woman a pair of blagk
oyes. The man addreswed the justico ns
follows . * Look at this uroken nose sho s
given mo, and nt thoss binck eyes I halve
given her, and say if we should not bo di-
vorced.” '

Wo have these numerans letters by Proha-
tionors showing that thereis a universal foel-
10 of dissatisfaction among thetm. We hayo
this lotter of * Laymaa,” which although it
faits to waet the poinie in the sraument, is
still valuable ag showing tha state of feol-
mg on tho other side. Whan such a stfte
of fesling oxists, is 1t nut Ingh tume for a
change. D, McNavanrox,

I'resque Islo, Ont., July 20:h, 1875, °

Our Statistics,

Edstox BRorisa Astsiican PRUSBYTARIAN, .

Bir,—L read the lotter on Statistics-from
* M. MecK." with much wuterest. Ho has:
avidently put hitsolf to some trouble fo
obtain the statistics of the several parts of
itho- United Qlnrok of Canadp, aud taken
‘pans to correct the roturns that .fell into
lie hands. He will pe:mit me, howaver,
to poia} ou} some partionlars in, which
ne bas failed to be as accarate ag he might
havabeen. My remarks-will bear on one
seciton—the late Presbytersan Church of
tho Lower Provinces.

That Chnech he oredits-with 124 munis-
ters and 188 congrogations. Lhe-statistics
for the past year appear ia the June Record,
& copy of which I infer from his letfer
«« M. MoK." got when in Montreal, Ao-
cording to what 18 published there, 124
muusters and 188 congrogations is an
understatoment of e facts. Take the
ministers first. The tablvsin the number of
the Record referred to-give the names .of
128 ministers, and those are tho pastors in
actual employment ooly. Thore ara besides
two Professors mn ths Theologieal Hall,
AMessrs. MoKnight aad Carrie ; two Pro-
fessors m Dalhousie Collage, Princigal
‘Ross and Dr. Lyall; the Agent of the
Charel, the Rov. D. G. MoGregor, who
was the last Moderator of Synod, aud at
least one retired minister, -the Rev. John
Stewart of Now Glasgow. Here are six to
be added in order to mako the figures: cor-
respond to the 839 of tho late Canada
Presbytorian Churoh, moking in all no loss
«tnan 184 mstead of iz+. Of oourse, “ M.
i MeK." cannot be found fault with for
omitting the six, if he hed only that copy
of tho Record in his hand-

Then as to the congregations, It could
not be from the Record that Le got the
number 188, the figures that are there
when summed up make a total of 149.
Nor is that all. Before a comparison -cen
properly be mako with the 650 of tha late
Canada Presbyterian Chureh, an eoxplann.
tion is necessary. ‘The 149 reprogont
pastoral charges, many .. whioh inolude
| two or more congregations. In buta few
| of the cases ave saparate roturns presented.
{ When ths geparats congrogations are
j enanerated o the same principle thut pre-
vaiied jn the Canadn Prestyterian. Chureh,
I find £hat tho congregations of the Pres.
byteran Chureh of the Lower Proviaces
mount tip to atleast 201 instead of 138 or
oven 149,

i In the euurso of two or :lires yoars when
the Statistieal Commiitee of tiis United
Churelr shall have induced the several
brancher to fall'in with & vaiferm modo of
returns, more aceurato tigures will bo ob-.
tained, aud the strength of Fresbytenanism
in the Dominion will ke moie correstly
ostimated. Yoars, eta., 8. H.
Tecutnseb.

W—

Pic Roman Ontholic ¢ic~gy of the fown
of Grotts, in Sialy, togstner with 8,000 of
the population, have deciured themselvéy
y'01d Catholics. The occasion of the move-
mont was_tho cxcommnaunation by tho
| Bighep of Gurgents, of fivo pricsts who
f.rofuged » accopt the domna of the pet-
¢ sonal muplhbuaty of the Tope. Tnd ofher
i priests of tho town, twenty-five 1m nom-
i bor, tock their stand on the sudo of their
j brothwen, and iforwed the Buibop that
i thoy should honeoforsa refosn to recoghize
i bus nathionty, and were cosuved to sogor
+ enurely tieir connection wish-Bome. Tho
i peopla tutlowed tho'lead uf their clarey, and’
t w overy charch of Grotte n io Doum wna
yeang, and werklup aroordis: te U Catl-
« he vited-oomaenced.
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