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1 this Berlptircs coma glaring iticonsfeten-]  But the inquiry may be hére suggeated :

v tnd flat contradictions, and bow ean it | If it be admntted that there is even drie
pothe Word of ‘God if this bo the case?? | error or mis-written word in the Bible, is
1t is true that so long as man is an imper- { this not letting in the wedge which virtu-
fuct creature we may expect difforences of | ally destroys our faith in revelation alto-
vpinion to exist, and it is impossible to put | gether; for if there be even one error or
a stop to those apparent contradictions | miswriting in the Bible, why not more, and

. which spring from humaa weakness, The | where are we to stop? Why, we are just
" mmallest of God’s works is shrouded in | to stop where these errors stop, and they

mystery, and is it to be funcied that we, are searcely worthy of notice. For the
tan adequately grapple with that which is | truth is, that there is not an ancient classie
ligh “beyond a seraph’s thought.” There , authior which bas come down to us frony
are, it must be confessed, some small seem- | antiquity so pure and unadulierated as the
ing inaceuracies with respect to figures, [ Bible. Homer and Virgil, and even the
vg. the length of some of the king'a reigns, 1 mere modern Shakspeare, have such a
lut these can easily be ascribe to the care- ! variety of readings that the author’s mean-
lssness of copyists in the ancient times. | ing has frequently to be guessed at. Bui
Tn Hebrew numbers are represented by | all the various readings that have ever been
ltters of the alphabet, and many of these, found in the MSS. of the inspired volume,
letters ave so exceedingly ali'e, that one . do not alter a single docetrine therein con-
night readily be mistaken for another, | tained.

epecially if not well exeented, which it is|  But there still remains another question,
1ot to be expected they always were, when | In what sense are we lo regard the Bible
dllcopies of Seripture had to be made with { as inspired? Does jts inspiration extend
ths pen. It would bave required a stand- | mercly to the sentiments expressed, or to
ing miracle, and the iuspiration of every | the very words in which they are couched 2

| cpyist guiding his eye, bis hand, and his | In answering this question it is necessary

o, to have avoided this. Even in our |to discriminate between the ditferent parts
ovn day, with all the aids at our command | of Scripture.  The Bible contains 2 great
for making books, «rrors will creep into ! deal of historical matter, much of whick is
them after they have left the author; but | professedly taken from the comman sources
lecause of the omission of a word here, or | of history, viz., from * personal knowledge,

the addition of & cipher there, are we to | authentic information, private documents,

trow & book away as not being the pro- | genealogies, official lists, family traditions,
dwetion of the individual whose name it aod public records.” The geueulogies of
kars? If any one were to act upon this | Christ, as given by Matthew and Luke,
jrinciple his library would soon be sadly | would bave been no argument to a Jew to

] 1eluced, for there are very few books that | i prove the Messiahship of Jesus, vuless they

ws altogether correct in their typography. - had.been derived fiom the public recog-
Yet it is only such paltry ervors as these j nized registers of the land.*  Such bisto-
shick have Deen dragged up of late, and rm&l passages as these, although not die-
Jaded before the world by those who ! tated by the Spirit of God, bad that Spirit
tight to know better, as grave inconsist- ! guiding their authors in their selection; anld
tz-:ies in tho Bible, while the unity and | because of their iucorporation with Serip-
gund scope of the whols has beon over- :
hoked, * Sce Pye Bmith oxi tho Messiabiship of Chrigk




