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PRACTICAY, LIEDICINE.

DIRECT EXAMTINATION OF THE

) URETERS.

There has been a ense in the Pennsylvania
hospital for some time jast, the diagnosis of
which has been somewhat olscure, nud which
Dias been cleared up by a comparatively - novel
ojxcration, which in doubtful cases may prove of
considersble valie. - - .

This patient was a.jeweller, aged 20, in the
wonth of Augnrt last,'was seized in the right
iliac region with intensc pain, which was at first

constant, but aftersanls intermittent : it was)

always referred to the saote locality.  The suffer-
iz bas been at times so great that Jarge doses of
nworphia bypedermiealiy have failed to give relie:
and tho patient has been ket often for hou.m‘
wander the influence of ether. Obstinate consti-|
Jvstion of the bowels, with pain in the iliac regivn, |
i 1‘ suppression of urine, without fever or any !

- i
- —~hance, -have been the prominent|

g\xtnc distu.
~«t active purgatives and!
symptoms. Thée mu.
Sied to pioduce any

enormous enemata bave’ far.

action of the bowels, except at’ W mtu‘\als,l

and then the discharges have be.  very slight.
The abdomen on exainination did not at any!

+'me show the least swelling or evidence of iue '“nfr and be afims that arshy watcr has” not

~ammation ; the right {liac Tegion was very sen-,
“itive, and deep pressure produced intense Tain.
An eplargerent, which was apparently the seat
of the trouble and was about the size of a pigeon’s
ezg, could be felt doeply sitnated. A finger pass-
od into the rectum did-not reach the enlargement.
Whetler the mass was a calculua in the ureter,
o, some impaction of the bowel, or ‘tumour press-
ing on the ureter, wns not determined,

Wovember 21.—The bowels were well cleaned
by a large dose of oi), followed by a stimulating
enems, as it was determined to explore the rectum
by the mtroductlon of the entire hand into the
gut.

After oompiew antesthesia, Dr. Morton g-mdu-
ally dilated the anus with the fingers of the right
hand ; the parts qtuckly yiclded, and the band
and forearm were readily carried into the bowel
The line of the urcter and the region of the kid-
reys were found normal ; the aorta and the ves-
sels were readily d\shngxmshcd and it was defi-
nitely ascertained that no caleulus existed, and
that the pain was either sinply neurclgic, or was
dependent upen a ms of hardened froces, which
came away just before the etherization.  The pa-
tient had no control over the Lowel for two or

<hree days after the operation, but on the fifth
day the sphincter resumed entire control over the
snun,  Several large stools were passed directly

-{ter the examination,

November 27.—Patient discharged quite well.

In nany cases of doubtful dingnosis in abdomi-

-l tumours, aneurism, ete., this method of rectal
\-amination might be of great value, while we
‘. ve exhibited in this case the wonderful dilata-
+lity of the rectum withont any ill effeet upon
10 sphincters.— Philadelphia Med. Times.
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EARTH-POISUNING.
‘ The foliowing observations “appear in the
(o nptes Rendws for Noveaber 3. There are

‘hsmd such mtﬂa(hes did afipenr’with great fre-
‘o ' quency amony the Parisian population in 1811
>jand 1840, at \vlnch times bxtensive emthworks

treatment of inordinate gastric frritation from

some facts which scem to show vegetal puotrefac-
tion is not the only factor in prudnction of

_ ymadaria, but there is a simultaneons influence of

the soll. "Whatever the degree of corruption of
1 stagnant water, the danger from it i3 sometimes
lless than that from the disappeavance of this
water, leaving the groind bare. ¢ - -
When the long droughts of 178t bt diminish-
ed the-level of t.he Seme water, and cauzed putl~c~
faction of & great sumber of plants whick exlial-
ed & fetid ‘odour boyond the-river banks, inter
mittens fever did not appear among tho-inhabit::
ants about the viver {though ma*nymﬂemd other-
wise from drinking the Water). ~ On' the’ other’

a3

were undertaken in digging the canal St Martml
and construsting fortifications. Here' the’ only
, pparent cause was emanation from the soil.-
Examples have been citicd of individualg being
affected by palnstrian intoxication from ‘having
" drunk warshy water, and it las bcen mfurcd
that vegetal putrefaction to prodace fever. * Hav-
irg examined these observations, and after person-
' al expericnce in Ttaly and “Algerss, M: Colin is

:led to deny the febrigenous action of” ‘such dridk-

thy specific action of utmosl)hen» palustr.
misaroa ; it vbly acbu in the dev elopmcut of the
intoxication, s cne of the senw “of causes which
diminishes the rf.mstanse of tbe system o mor-
bid influcnces. .

These facts be considers important with, refer-
ence to the direction of rescarch in onder to ascer-
tain the natue of the germ of intermittent fever.
"This germ has boen sought specially in the atimos-
phere of marshes, where certainly it exists at its
maximun, the gases hitherto dizcovered in this
aunosphere mnot baving febn"cnous force them-
selves, the organic matter found abundantly in
thew bas been spedally incriminated. XNow, as
the emanatioas of virgin soil newly cleared also
produce fevers, it is probable that the greater
part ¢ the organic matter on the surface of
marshes i excluded frow the genesis of miasma.
« I think, then, there iz ground for the following
pmpomtzon& 1. The ground playss conmdemble
part in the derelopment of malaria. . The in-
gestion of mamshy water does not pmduee inter-
mittent fever. 3. It would perhaps be easier to
discover the frebrigenous germs at the surlace of
newly bared land than in the atmosphere of
marshes’

OBSTETRIGS

NUX VOMICA IN ¢ THE VOMITING OF
PREGNANCY.
Dr. L. S. Blackwell, of Bound Brook, New
Jersey, writes (Philsdelphia Reporter, Nov. 8):
—+Without claiming any originality in the use
of this dmg, the following case assuredly con-
firms the valus which has been attached to it, and
demands recognition in the consideration and

pregnancy.
¢TI was called, in ber ﬁﬁ.h pregunancy, to visit

|

ment, who had, for a number of years, been a
viectimi to severe and obstinate paroxysms of
neuralgia of the head, neck, and shoulder.

‘ The distressing nansea ind vomiting had been
decidedly prominent in prevlons pref'mmm&, and
her physicians, with their varymg prescriptions,

bad failed to mlt.w'ntc tho symptcmam theslzght-«,
est degree. - ’

‘ With the  expoctation that iy 1 rcmcdles wonld
share the fate of those of my cmgﬁ‘rnsx,vlm~
menced the treatment by the admmxxtn\nanof .
i the following comlinstion, recommended, lunhly
by Prof&sor Whitd of Buﬁ'alo—

R Cerii oxu]nﬁs,' e ",
. Bismiithi qubcarbonans,: ;e L
Pensmau ‘. - -aa 3j.. M .'

. Du id> into twelve powders ; one three hmes
a day.

“This failed to afford any amelioratict,, Ox-
'alate ©of cerfura alone was tried, and with a sigting

| lar result.  With a faint hope, T then: directed [

-two drops of tincture of njx.vomica.to be given .,
every two howrs . :

‘Hu . 1

¢ This produced a dcmded unpre&mn apon *the.:
symptows, and afforded. infinite relief to tho.pasn!
tient, withous the development of cramps; whioh
have been at:mbuted by Loback bo the use of this.i
drug.’ :

RPN
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| SCIATICA FOLLOWING THE CON' ™’
TINUED USE OF A'SEWING- '
~ ~ MACHINE. =+ .

Dr. Seeligmiiller relates the case of a woman,' '
aged 50, who, after baving worked wn.h 8 Bew- .
ing-machine for four years, had tcanng jmns in’
the leg with which she worked, extending from
the ankle to the tuber ischii. '"The pain was not _
felt when she rested, but was \)roug'ht on by walk:
ing or standing. The pnhent bad’ also a senss-
tion of cold and formication in the affected foot.,
Continued labour with the sewing-machine pro- '
duced, besides the pain, Joss of muscular power '
in the legs, wasting of the muscular substancc; o
and & state of great general weakness. 'As a pro-’
phylactic measure, she was ordered to take Ionger”
intervals of rest between the penods of work.-——
British Medical Journal ’
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TREATMENT OF RODENT ULCERS.

Dr. E. D. Mapother (Medical Priss and .Cir-
cular), saya: 1 bave lately treated an ulcer in-
volving the greater part of the left half of the
face, and the case seems to me worthy of record..
The patieat was a healthy married lady, aged
thirty-eight. Eight years previously the ulcer
had formed, and never had completely healed,
althongh its size bad, on three occasions, lessened
considerably. The surface wgs shining and level,
without any defined granulationa The edge was
somewhat irregular. It was painless except when
dressings were being removed. There was no
glandular enlargement, uor the least interference
with health. " The surface was dressed with a
raixture of citrine ointment, and one-eighth part
carbolic acid, poulticing with bread snd water
being substituted when the surface became ten-

M. 8——, & lady of decidedly nervous umm
. ~ .

der. Donovan's solution was ordered in thirty---



