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. Observations on Hjy Jrlracele of the Tunica Vaginalis, &e.

_recommend the iodine to-be used in the same manner.
as employed by me, for it does not .give more pain than
the injection, and is not so likely to excite excessive in-
flammation as the introduction of a_quantily of pure
tincture of ivdine, a'method of treatment advocated by
some surgeons, and it is certainly a much’ less painful
plan than that lately recommended by Professor Porter,
" whose operations I have had opportunities of witnessing.

.3. A short time ago, the late Mr. Liston showed that
‘the fluid of hydrocele frequent]y contained spermatozoa,
and he drew from this circumstance the conclusion, that
“in such cases a radical cure by the obliteration of the sac
.is not lo be ehpectcd ; for,instead of the latter being com-
‘posed of the tunica vaginalis (a serous membmne), it is
formed of the mucous lining of one of the seminal ducts
—a dilatation of which has taken place, in'a manner si-
" milar to that observed in the formation of the tumour of
Ranula, . When this discovery was first announced, a
‘good deal of importance was attached 'to-it by the 1llm-

" trious author himself, and by writers on. syStematic sur-
- gery,” yetin the case um]er conuderatmn amost complete | I
refutation of these views was furmshed for though the
- fluid contained an immense qu»ntnv of spermatozoa, as
 proved by caréful microscopic exariination, the cure was
accomplished by adhesive inflaniraation of the: walls of
thesac: the result of treatment W'Bn also str. ongly opposed

1o an o;nmon recently advocated Viz., that it is not by.
- the effusion of lymph, "and adhesmn of the walls of the:

 sac, that the cure of bydrocele'is effected, but by a re-
storation of ‘the !'unctlons of ‘the absor bent< of the part.
"That a cure is. frequanl!y accomph~hed without oblitera-.
_tion of the sac; is no doubt trde ; but, on the other hand,
Citis eqmllx cerwiny that it is b} adheaxon that the radlca]
cure takes place in a'great number of cases, for we know

* that it is by producing this eondition that the success  of

" various p]ans of treatment of hydrocele is estabhshed

. In réference to the presence of spermatozoa, Mr. Lls«
“ton says—< This subJect deserves further investigation
*to discove r—-—ﬁ:st, if the limpid fluid, drawn from cysts
“of the scrotum and inguinal region, un'formlv, or often
" contains spermatozoa. Secondlv What connexion sub-
“sists_betwixt the ‘seminiferous ‘tubes and their cysts?
Thudls, !'Vnether or not, d;lalanon of these; rarts of the
epm.«!ymlb or vas ‘deferens, by obsuuctxon or otherwise
. may notyin some matances give rise to these collections ?
"~ If so, thiis, b‘,mg a pouch lined by mucous membrane, we
should have an easy solution of the dtfﬁculty regarding
“a radwal cure; not! followmv mjecuon as in the serous
L,yst -The microscopic examination of the hnmg irem.
".brane of a recent cyst would easxly settle thc_ ¥ .ture of
“the’ becxetory surface » ’

In tlle ﬁame volume of the & Tlanaacuons,” we ﬁnd a

5 h is su'l maucr of dxspute, whether thca-. had escaped from
an accidenia und or giving way of the fubildr structure, either.
of the testicle or ‘of -the - epxdxdymls; ‘or: whether the"cyst, from
awhich-they were derived; had been formed by dilatation of the ta.
buhsr slructure—as iakcs place in, lacteal tumours of the breast,

by M r, Liston; Tittle benefit. need be expected 1o result from injec-
in“such’ caacs.”—-lelcr’s Prucl‘ce qf uurvcry, parre 614
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P aper, on’ the 7esence o S]’ e matozoalm che. Fluzd | fluid of cysts developed in close contact with the tes

end in ranula, " If ‘the latter opinion’prove true,: as.is inclined to |

( of Hydrocele,” by Mr. Lloyd of St. Bartholomew’s Hos.
pital. - This gentleman’s observations go to prove that
we do not find spermatozoa in the clear limpid fluid e
void of albumen, as stated by Mr. Liston, and conse:
quently their presence is not exclusively confined fo-
hydrocele of the cord; for in one of ‘his cases, «the
situation of " the fluid was'such that there was no reason
to doubt the case being hydsocele of the tunica va:
ginalis.”” In his second case he merely mentions that -
he found spermatozoa in the fluid of a hydrocele, whlch_
lie had prevxous]v tapped 15 or 16 tlmes, but no men:
tion is made of its precise nature, but in the third case,'
in which “the situation of the fluid appeared to be very
much like that of common h)dnocele of the tunica va.
ginalis,”” spermatozoa were found in great numbers,
although the fluid ¢ displayed very much the appearance .
descnbed by Mr. Liston, as exhibited by the fluid of the:
encysted’ hydrocele in ‘which he had . discovered . sper-

‘matozoa, ‘but in one respect it differed from that, asit

contained a considerable quantity of albumen —the
product of secretion from a serous membrane. . v

" Mr. Dalrymple, in the 27th volume of the same work
mentions that both he and Mr. Liston had lately found®
these animaleuli in the fluid of common hvdrocele, and |
accounts for their presence in such cases, by supposing:
that the testicle or cord had been punctured during. the
operation, and thus an exit afforded for their escape;.
and at a subsequent meeting of the Society, Mr. Paget:
staled, “that the most. probable explanation of thess

‘caseb, thexefore, seems to be, tlm ‘certain cysts, seated

near the organ which’ naturally secretes the materialy
for semen, may possess a’ power of . qecretmu a sxmllars
fluid ; and this explanation isin'some measure supported'
by | the analogy of those cysts. which are found in .the

‘ovaries, and more rarely in other parts of- the body,

especnaﬂ} beneath hairy parts of the skin,. and in.which -
the .crdinary products of ‘the "skin, such as epidermis,
sebaccous matter, hair, &c., are formed on the genume‘
‘cutaneom tissue of theu‘ internal surfaoe.”’ . Lo

Te appears to me that nenher of the ahove explana-
tons s satisfactory. It is true -that by.a careless

operator the testicle or cord might be punctured in s

small hydrocele, but in one so large as to contain forty
ounces, of fuid, ‘md in which the testicle. and:cord,
were. u.moved to a great: distance: from the point of
entrance, of -the trocar, the escape of . :pexmatuzon"
cannot he accounted for on- such: grounds.”. And Mr.
Paget’s solution of the dliﬁculty seenis equally. unten®
'1bie for without resling our- objection to it'on the fact,
that cysts in the neighbourhond of other OIcmds, whoso’

| secretions are - purely (or nearly $0) excrcmentmous, a8’

the kidnéy and liver, are not found to contain the'most’
essentxal elements  of these secreuons, and: that thq

ticle. and semma] ducts is found destltute of seminal ani-
malcules, as . pxoved 'by ‘the ..recent : observauons of‘
‘Gosselm,'}* it ‘s xmpossxble 1o believe thata diseased
serous membrane should possees the., property of: g
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