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“Hard Packing” for Cylinder Presses.
{Selected from our Scrap Book.)

The possessor of a country cylinder press, as
% a general thing, has but a slight conception of
Awhat he can accomplish, by a little effort, in
the way of fine artistic printing.  Most country
Aprinters have been brought up to composition
Zonly, and look upon their cylinder press simply
t4as 2 means of getting off their edition with less
Jlabor and greater speed, satisfied if, perchance,
Ethey are enabled also to tumn off an occasional
%hn\f -medium poster; but few of them are aware
sa‘mt by a little management and observance
%}of certain details, they may successfully rival
!}j he work accomplished on the higher-priced
=anachinery of the city job office.
Country presses are usually supplied with
3’& ibber or felt blankets. These answer for the
?’soll(l newspaper form; but when a pamphlet
% rapen job is put on, the yielding blanket is
,!.(mxml to be entirely inappropriate. It is utterly
fiympossible to produce fine printing from an
~“vpen form on a soft, yielling blanket. What
335 called ““hard packing” is the only possible
E=heans by which fine effects can be produced on
olinder press.  We propose, therefore, sug-
;;esﬁng a plan by which hard packing can be
fidsed up to publication day, and the surface
ftened for the news form in a few moments,
d without disturbing the permanent packing.
€3 Instead of the rubber or felt blanket, procure
j 'A osheets of what are called *“pressing boards,”
__'gmras possible the size of blanket. Apply a
sitraight-cdge about two inches within the long

close and solid to the iron as if pasted sheet by
sheet. This is what is called ““hard packing.”

To make ready your job or pamphlet form,
dampen 2 suitable thin sheet of paper, paste it
slightly on two edges, and place it over where
the impression comes. In a few moments it
will dry Zaut, when you will run your press
through by hand, thus giving an impression.
Commion sense will soon sustain the * hard
packing” principle, and practice will shortly
enable the cowntry printer to turn out a class
of fine printing he little thought possible on a
cheap country cylinder press. He will also
soon discover the little niceties of cut-work,
and how readily the fine effects are produced
from hard packing.

But publication day is upon us, and how are
we to soften up the packing suitable to the solid
newspaper form? Very easily done.  Simply
provide a blanket of billiard cloth, or fine thin
felt, such as is made expressly for printing pur-
poses, take off the few sheets of fine paper and
lay them carefully aside, put on your billiard-
cloth blanket instead, tighten it under the mus-
lin same as you did the paper, and you are
ready for your newspaper.

Cawtion! The circumference of the cylinder
and travel of the bed must be in harmony ;
therefore, in packing either for the news form
or for jobbing, care must be taken not to pack
too much. If yon pack too thick, you make
the circumferenre of the cylinder larger than it
should be, ana out of hanmony of movement
with the form surface, resulting in a drag or
slur.  Judgment and expericnce come in here.




