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A lamentable accident occurred in Port Hood mine
Jast Friday morning as the pitmen were reparing to
start work, whereby ten men, named Mal, Beaton, l.zlnu.
A. Campbell, Wm. McKenzie, Allan McDonald and
La. Gillis, all of Port Hood and Duncan McDonald of
Glencoe and four Bulgarians, making ten in all, were
instantly killed. A coroner's jury began sitting on
Monday afternoon, when no doubt the cause of the ac-
cident. as (»;et unexphained, may be ascertained. It was
stated in the-press that the accident may have been
caused by powder or d namite. Not at all likely, other-
wise the accident would be unique ir. the annals of coal
mining on this continept. The law permits only & 1bs.
of powder to a place. There are instances in N. 8.
where a cartridge af@® keg of powder had been explod-
ed without fatal results, and we know of no fatal accid-
ent from the explosion of a can of loose powder, though
many accidents have taken place Cans have
been exploded in the hands of miners without fatal re-
sults. 'The explosion of a keg of powder on one occa-
sion killed a man, in the ei hties or prior to that time.

One effect of the Port l'iood explosion will likely be
a change in the law in the granting of certificates,

BATHS FOR COLLIERY WORKMEN.

The annual visits paid to Continental mines by
South Wales mining students are bearing fruit.
These men cannol continue to view with indiffer-
ence the admirable arrangemnts of washing and
drying rooms found at all the Westphalian Mines
The advantages of the system are manifold, and the
students, on returning once more to the circle of
their friends, do not forget to point out these ad-
vantages, and thus gradually and unoistentatiously
perform yeoman service in assisting to stifle any
unreasonable objections that may arise, and pre-
pare their fellow-workmen to become converts to
a new custom, which appears to them at once
startling and novel. Al one time it was feared that
the great objection to its introduction into South
Wales would come from the workmen themselves.
Recent developments have, however, proved these
fears to be groundless, and it would appear that the
men would be only
posed new system, and pay their
its installation. Mr. Henry Davies,

too pleased to welcome the pro-
portion towards
Director of Min-

MINING: RECORD .

ing for Glamorgan, has made eloquent appeals lo
the men on the question of the provision of baths
and drying rooms at the mine, an' has been warm-
ly thanked, and has always received the unanimous
approval of his audience. From the point of view
of health and comfort it is an jdeal system, in no
place more S0 than in this country, where we get
without doubt more than our proper proportion of
wel weather. From the moral point of view, it is
excellent, and some day in the not very distant fut-
ure we shall look back with shame and disgust at
the foolish and degrading custom that once existed
of bathing in the so-called privacy of the family
Kitchen. Common sense is certainly on the side of
the proposed new system, and it is to 1 e hoped that
the year 1908 will see it become an iccomplished
fact at more than one of our large South Wales
colleries.

Blasting work should be caried out with the least
possible risk of danger without reducing the effect
of every explosion, these two considerations being
of first importance. It is therefore necessary, for

to be able to ignite a chargs

the safety of workmen,
from a great distance, and to have complete con
t for the explosion; this is,

trol of the exact
however, not always possible with a system of
ignition not using electricity.

DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS AND CANALS
CANADA.

Intercolonial Railway
NOTICE Rre LeasiNG OF OLp CAr AND WORK SHOPS
Moncron, N. B.

SEALED TENDERS addressed to lh::‘ecr_-l_'n ol"_ “‘I‘ Depart-
ment of Railwa, s and Canals, Ottawa, mar «Tender for leasing car
and worksho m.{ will be received until 16 o'clock of the FIFTEENTH
DAY OF FE! JRUAKY, 1008, for the acquiring under lease, of the car
and work shops with Railwa sidings, (at Moncton, N. B.) as desigo-
atsd on ans to ba ween et the office of the Secretary of the Depart:
ment of plailways and Canals, Ottawa, and at the office of the General
Manager Rf the Intercolonial Railway, Moneton; the lease to be grant-
o to coven together with the general terms and conditions in~ such
cases, the rfollowing i —

1—=Term 21 y!nn rental named, with right of renewal for second
term at such rental and upon such conditions as the Governor in Coun-
¢il may then determine.

2—-Occupation and use to be bona fide for an industry that will
yield a reasonably steady traffic for the railway, the character s
Prospective output of hich industry to be designated in t¢ nder and
the operation of which to be commenced within one year from date of
Lessee acquiris roperty .

Smnt ;:r y «Irpenlinn shall be of snch sn extent a8 to contine

wously employ not less than 800 employees.

l{uzh tender must be accompanied by & ‘certified bank cheque for

$10,000,00 payable to ‘the order of the Minister of Railway: Canals

to be held t.y the Department, in case of the sucossstnl tenderdr, until

such time as the then Jossee has duly ‘no':lld on the v‘r‘lmh- for the
or

tion of the ork to be carried on u
o . cheque, of which value the

todu-avmdhy-u Minister afore-
-M“ht\:hwlajndpn ot which time to be duly returned te
the Lesseo Department,

Thha-tuuywﬂ«noiun-ﬂl{ s

By order L. K. JO ES, Secretary .
Dept. of Railways and Canals, Ottaws, January 7th. 1908,
apers insert] this i t without suthonty from

the Department will not be paid for it.




