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bleswing of tho Meat High, securs a bet-
ter absarvancs of the Sabbath. et all
true philanthropists perseveras in their of-
forts and the poin. is gained. ‘The rich
wan will lose nothing, the working man’s
condition will be vastly improved, and
God will be more extensively horored.
Savr or ARDENT SPIRITS.
Another matter that has engaged the
attention of the friends of the Sabbath is,
the puiting a stop to the sale of Ardent
Spirits on the Lord’s duy, The discussi-
on on this subject has originated in the
introduction of a Bill into the Imperial
Parliament by Mr. McKenzie, M.P., for
the purpose of doing away with the ob-
noxious clauses in Home Drummond’s ce-
tebrated Bill, which allows the sale of al-
coholie liquors during the hours that are
not appropriated to divine worship., This
Bill has produced the most dizasirous
cousequences in Britain, and the sooner
it is swept away from off the Statute
Book, the better—the better for religion
~—the better for morality—the better for
€conomy. Petitions are being forwarded
in favour of Mr. McKenzie’s Bill, and
wo have little donbt out it will bs car-
ried. The evils connected with the sale
of Ardent Spirits on the Lord’s day are
innumerable. “Is it”, says the godly
McCheyne, ©is it to be tawely borne in
this Iand of light and reformation, that
these pest-hpuses and dens of iniquity,
these men-traps for precious souls, shall
be open on the Sabbath, nay, that taey
shall be erected and kept afloat by this
unholy traffic, many of them declaring
they could not keep up tke shop if it was
pot for the Sabbath-market-day”. It af-
fords us high gratifieation to be .o to
state that Nove Scotia is considerably in
advance of Antigua Scotia in this respect.
‘The Provincial Enactment on the subject
runs in these terms :—<¢ Xo Louse, tavern,
shop, o1 other place whatever, the occupier
whereof holds a shop or a tavern lcense
for scliing lguors, shall ke open lefere
sunrise or Lept open after cleven o'clock at
night, all tnmates not lodgers shall then
depart, and o light shall b kept buining
there qfter that hour. ON SUXDAYS
EVFRY SUCIH PLACE SHALL BE ENTIRLLY
ULOSED, AND NO BUSINESS DONE THERE-
iN”. Thus it is manifest that, in so far
as the clty of Halifax is concerned, to se-
eure the entiro abolition of the sale of Ar-
dent Spirits on the Sabbath, all that is
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required is the thorough enforcement of
the Jaw by the City Authorities, and we
rejoice to be able to state that all vigi-
lancs is employed by them for this pur.
pose. The activity of the City Marshall,
aided by the Constabulary force, meritc
the highest commendation.

CANADA.

The Sabbath Bill, framed by Mr.
Brown with the view of putting an end
{2 alt Sabbath labour on the Canals and
in the Yost Office, has been rejected by
the Legislature. Weo referred to this
matter already, and expressed the hope
that as the majority of the committee
were in favour of the repovt,—strictly a
Sabbath obserzance report,—that it would
be carried in the Legislature. We were,
in fact, astonished, considering the com-
position of the cowmittee, that that com-
mitteo achieved so much, and we trust
that the success attaiced, thus far, will sti-
mulate to unflinching perseverance. Eve-
ry thing is to be gained by a healtkful a-
gitatiot. on the subjzct of Sabbath observ-
unce; and we question whether our
friends in Canada have yet done justice
to this view of the case? Sir Andrew
Agnew, we believe, actually accoraplish-
ed more in promoting the sanctification
of the Lo1d’s day, by his unwearied and
judicious agitation witheut, than ever he
did by any legislative action within the
Houses of Parliament. The very sub-
scribing of Petitions with a view to the
removal of any specific kind of Sabbath
profanation, awakens enquiry, induces,
in many instances, a sifting examination
of the whole nature and design of the In-
stitute. Fhis, again, elevates the tone of
feeling in conneetion with the general
matter of Sabbath eanctification, and
thus the good that will arise from a well-
managed agitation is incaleulable. We
do trust, then, that the friends of the Sab-
bath cause in Canada will buckle on a-
fresh their armour, and march forth with
redoubled sigor to the battle. If they
are steadfast in their allegiance to the
Lord of the Sabbath, an ultimate ttiumph
is theirs, and that, too, of sucha kind as
will sufficiently convince them that He i3
with them.

SABBATH FUNERALS.

In introducing this subject to the no-
tice of some of our readers, we are per-
fectly aware that we are treading on de-

licate ground. Many professing Profes-
tants not only follow the practice of in-
terring the wmortal remains of their de-
consed relatives or friends on the Sab-
bath, but actually prefer that day, select
it as the most suitable for such a solem.
nity. There is no small variety of rea-
sonz for the adoption of such a course.—
In someit may be aothing more than
the gratification of & weak and seltish spi-
rit,  They imagine that it is a tribute of
respect paid to their departed relative
when his funeral is largely attended, and

as the Sabbath is the mast likely day for
securing such an altendance, when tho

people are resting from seenlar avoeati-
ons, they, therefore, prefer it. Others,
again, may have no other motive than a
desire to be conformable to the practice
which prevails around. The Romanists
and a great number of influential indivi-
duals around bury their dead on that day,
and therefore they comply with the ge-
neral usage. Others, again, prefer the
Sabbath for this purpose, because they
imagine it « most befitting employment
for such a day. “It is a very solemniz-
ing service,” soy they, “and if any ex

ternal circamstances can be brought in to
give it effect, it aught to be taken advan

tage of. The Sabbath is just such a cir

cumstance. It is the very day of all the
rest, when the minds of the people are
best attuned for receiving salutary ime
pressions from such a dispensation of
Providence—ths day when the Minister
of the Gospel has it most fully in his
power to improve the fresh lesson of mor-
tality furnished by such an event.” We
have placed this last reason in the strong-
est possible light, because it is the only
one which possesses any weight, the on-
ly one that assumes an air of plausibility.
And in replying to such a reason,or such
a train of reasoning, we would ask, first
of all, whuther there isany where to be
found, cither in the Old or New Testa-
ment writinge, any trace of a connec-
tion between the Sabbuth and the sepul-
ture of the dead, or even nny frace of a
connection between the act of interment
and a religious service. By the law of
DMoses a dead body conveyed a legal pol-
lution to any thing that touched il~—even
to the very house and furniture which
continued seven days. And this wr, the
reason why the priests, on account of their
daily ministrations in holy things, wero




