
TIIOUGIITS FOR THE NEW YEAR. 15

imnpartial reflection mnay enable us tu
ascertain the geneî'ai character ut' thîs
elapsed portion of our timne. It can-
iiot liave been statiunary. lias it
been progressive or i'etrogi'acle?
Duiring t1ils period, the character ut'
everv reader bas received an imipîess
foi' weal or ivue. Education for'
eternity lias been going on. The
reader niay liave been iearning wvbat,
if lie i,%, or ever becounes, a disciple
of' thec Lord .Jestis, lie xnust unlearui
lessous i neonsistent witlî meekness
and lowhiness ot' heart. On the
othier hand, lie niay hiave been gaiiugi
acquisitions ut' tis heaveni y treasure,
thlis wisdom hetter thian ruibies. Ot'
suchi acquisitions death cannue depî'ive,
nis. Thev constituti u peaa

tinfreterraty, and accurnpany
us thithier.

Lt înav be reasonably luoped, tlmat a
ve;n' lias*not elapsed N;vitliout adding
a littie tu the siaifli-kowledge ut' those
who aiready have ;"for tu binu that
biathi shahl be given." XVe niay hiave
liad frequent and paiuiful couscious-
ness, that Il in us, that is iii our fleshi,
tlheîe dwveileth nu good tliiig." That

ugy thing, self," inay have beeuî
exhibiited tu us stripped uof its, dis-
gulises. Our spir'itual pennry, as
well as pollution, mnay hiave become
l»ill)ai>ie, at least to ourselves. We
nay have been startled tu think ltoN,
we bave yielded to the soif bu'eatb ut'
tie fiatterer, w'hispeu'ing uof an unreal
plenty and a t'an<'ied streutl-ti. Arus-
cd ftouni sudul dreains, lias it beeri tu
c al iipun our God," tu renew ur

faiith in the atuneinent, and tu culti-
Vate a greatel' tenderness for tliose
Iwhoise infirnîlties and miseries wve
Sliare? Il Let nu mnan tbink mure
hliglilv ut' Iiself than lie unglit tu
tiiîitk, mut tlink soberly, accurding- as
God hlathi dealt tu every mian C
Measu,(re ut' t'aitll." It will cost us,
how1eveî', very littie iu labour, and,
if uve tersminate our contemplations
hiere, Very little iii seif-coînplacency,
to the nlost emnpliatic cundemnai-

tion upon the evil of our liearts.
Let us spend a moment or two, in the
reviev of' our cunduet. The gospel
prescrnts us %vitIî a doctrine aud a
discipline, a, ride of fiîitl and a riie
of life it teaclies Il what inan is to,
believe coucerning God, anîd mwhat
duties God requires of' nian ;" and
the two things are interwoven, and
to atteînpt tlîeir separation is to decs-
troy the litility of hoth. The Scrip-
turcs are inteîîded, aniungst otiier
things, for instruction iii rigliteous-
ness, that %ve mnay bu "l perfect,

tho lugly furnislied unto ail good
iworlis." llov ciearly and boldly
dIrawni is the inspired portraiture of
the good îîîan. Il Not self-willed,
flot soon angry, a lover utf lio,,îitality,
a lover of good ien, sober, jist,
lioly, tenuperate." The reader niav
have cea-sed to mnake resolutions ; but,
if a C2hristian, hie lias learued increas-
ingly the valuie uof prayer. The past
year imay have exhibited errors of
conduct, beaingi perbaps soinewhiat
heavily upon the endur'ance of' otlierý;,
adapted to grieve the Hoiy Spirit,
and inunrions to ourselves. Is not
t'le presenit season ausl)icious, for luii-
pioring grace to put away the cvii ut'
our doings?

Let us, liowever, takze a sornewhiat
,%vider range. A year wvili not have
eiapsed Nvithout i)ringing under oui'
notice, niany afficcting instances ut' the
uncertainty and consequeut vanit.y ut'
hunian hopes. One awful dispensa-
tion after another may liave reiterat-
cd in our cars tlue ancient oracle:. Ail
flesli is grass, and ail the groudliness
thereuf-rank, weaitb, Iearning, bodi-
IV vigour-as the flover uof the field.
Nýoue eau keep) alive bis uwn soul,
mucli less x'edeem his brother. We
stzay uiot tu inquîx'e the fee'lings, to
wihîch sncb a reviewv mu11st give rise
in the bosoin ut' a beiue, ulent nian, if
sncbl tiiere be, -%Nlo, rt-jecting Christi-
anîty, î'ejects ýail celebtiai Consolation.
1 is our privilege tu cunteruplate the
î'uins uof iîunanity, ixut iu the pale
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