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COmIMERCIAL APATIIY AN!) EXECUTIVE IN ACTION.

If profounds trancptillity ho a symnptom Of national prosperity,
then is titis colony rnost prinsperotîs. Polttical strife appears; to have
diedl away - ail thoqe e<~igques~inrs, -%vlicli, but a short tim e
sincé, goccupied nr prcss,-Rc si insIlle C-overnment,-riglit of ap-
pointment, to offic,-Militia Laws,-Diffêerential Dutics,-Navi-
gation Laws,-Mincs auit binitig Cornpanties, &c. &c.,-are quietly
laid on te sheif, for the present ; or arc rather, like sunimer plants,
consignel in dariknpsî during tlic dreary %vinter monilis, tiere tu,
languisia until rouscdl te exibtence by tile rostering rays of that ais-
proaciîing sun of tbc colonial iaomisphlerc, tlic ncw Governor Gune-
rai. [t must ccrtaistiy be very gratifying t0 those wto, preside over
te destinic,; of titis cniuntry, to contemplate such, a stale of affairs ;

andl ve douhi flot it %vil be pointedl ont as tlic resîtit of their gevern-
ment. IVc wlvi net stop to inquire wlaetlaer justly or unîistiy,
since such a question falls within flac range cf observation of the
party pebitician, andl to hini %ve leave it ; batt %we shali, in pursui-
ance of or duly, addrcss a fcw rcmarks on the commercial condi-
tion of the couîntry, atad sec hoiv far that is jcopardizcd by flic
present apparent apathy, both of ont rulers and of flic public mind.

.Andl firsf, wc %weuld ask %vas tberc ever an occasion, in the his-
tory of this Prot'ince,-or cans there, indeed, ever be onle,-caiiing
for gtcatcr enerzy. capacrity, andi juaignent, on flic part cf our ruierS,
tan the prcsent.? Siluce out P'rovincial Parliamet was prorogucal.
wiîat events, frauiglit Nvitia the deprst intereçt te us, have occurred !
The Impetial Geveriament bas vittualiy aitnittiiated ail te exclu-
tive priv-ileges %Yhicli wc as Coionists cnjoycd in ber markcts; she
lias invi ted usq to tread in hcr stops, nnd in like naanner te with-
draw flic prefèece whielh site obtains for hcr produtcts in out
nmarkets. Thîis mutual remeval of protection necessitates a total
chanige in ouifiscal çystem,-a change %viiich reqtîirez te hoe gravely
havsieri apsd delt digesteal i n ail its drtails-anl yet six rnontlis

hav elpse sice Lte passing cf (lie Blritish Cern Law, te mnontit
IofJantiary lias arriveal, and ditetr is stili ne sîgn of tie approaching
tconvocation of our L.egisiture ; ner is it likely even that, it wviil be

convcnced until Marcit. The sasorn lias uowv arriveal witcn evczy
mercantile niani prepares for thc bt:sitas cf tile ensuaing seaçoti
and yel, sucla is thte ulaccrtainty. net oniy as te flic time %vlacn Par-
h lantent vviiI assembjle, but as tg) lte ticusures IvIlii, on its mssem-
bling, %vil ie (o ilteda linît it i utterly impossible toe mbark witlt

Isafetv in any commercial tttlertaking; anal filins the wiaoic cem-
merc of Ille coltitry is lcft in a stafe of su-pense. Until il ho
knew., ivlticr the l>flcrential Duties are te ho rep)ealcal, er merciy

1 modifacal, if iq nalifcstly unsafir te senal orders etlier te Great Bri-
tain or te United States for eûods of atîv dcqcrilpt;on. Until if bc
known Wliecuher file duties ainjiescti under tile Agriciiitural Act
are teo cntinueti, it is manifesîiy tinsafc, titior tn pack pro-
visions in titis counîtry, or in flac Üniteti States for titis markcet.
Unfil it lbc J<nown wlîetiir uhicat andl fiatir front flic Unitedl
States 8rc te o bcimperteal froc into Canada, it is manifestly dan-
gerouis te co.itract for ch sale of our grain and flour in I3riWan.

Until it bc known ivhelter tlic restrictions on foreigt shippingen
eut wvate!s are te lie conti.îîîed, it i% (langeronts te engage eatier
wifla out forwarder or fle Britisht siipowvner for freight. 'in every
direction titat we tirnoeut eyes doubîts anti difiiculties beset eut
patit: on every btanda the prosl!ect is eqîîally clicerlcss anti gionmy.

Wie knew that if will ho saisi in aaiswer Ie titis representation,
titat file Govcrnnmcnt are atet culpaitie eaa acenant of tiis onr situa-
tioi,-ttat it has been occasionttoa hy circîîmstanccs over wvbich
tlîcy hall ne control :-by tite Change of Ministry in Great Britain;

by tite removai of Lord CATIICeAitT, andl the auîîtintmoinf of Lord
,:x~. Now titis we beolli te hoe tic vindication at ail cf our Mlin-

astry, -whose dluty îalainiy is te Nvatch over the ititeresîs cf flic pteu
pie cf titis province, atia te sec thaI tiiose interests are nit injuai-
eusly affecteil, even duning titat interre-nuin wlich miay ho stan.
pascal te occur betwýeen thte rent of one <levernor andl the installa-
tien of bis successor. Fer titis dutj' otr Governnent is respensibie
te the Provincial Legisiature, and ive know ne grounds oaa which
tiaey cans fairly evatie titat rcspenisibility.

IVe are sensible thlai in a-sttnting tile pesition we do respecting
tfeitittty cf eut Govornmont in the présent trying cenjunicturge, we
slial prchahiy not lasse any- of the poMitcal parties in titis country.
We krnw titere is littie dispo-.ition oni anv hanal te precipitate mat-
fers-ail are aiike anxieus te propitiate ite new Goverior-al are
ab;kc dispobeal te wait, the chaler of accidents fer saine lucky occa-
sion te seat titemselves ftrmiy in powver: bttt ive are actuateal by
other censiderations: our elîjcct is te obtain thte tritîmpli, net of any
party or of any sct cf mets, but of sounti commercial princi ples ; andl
titis %ve are convingrea irait oniy ho achieved by vigour analprom pti-
tilde on bhe part of our Goecrnimett andi Legislatatir. Every delay
appears te lis frauîit wvith te mest iminntt danger te our future
commercial ;arosperity, anti we cannot lîasqivciy stîbmit, at lcast
nithiît raising oair warning; voice to flic diatory andl tardy course
of action apparentiy abouit f0 le pursaîcal. We helal that eut Minis-
try, if tbey have net remonqtrateti with ftic Britisi Governîtnent on
accountof tlie suspension of tule ltasitis of tlie couantry iii se impor-
tant an epoch-if it lias bien, eccasieneti, as %vo presumne it lias, hy
flac deiay in the arrivai cf Lord ELC.s-lave been wanting in the
performance cf tlîeir dîaty. IVe have ne idea cf tiae important in-
tcrests ef the province being enîlangcred, out cf compliment either
te Bitisht Statesînen or Britisht Govertiors. Tue time is gene by fer
sacla servile doctrines te ho uplield -andivec consider it hiat right
titat the Brilisit Gevernet shotalal bc macle awarc, tîtat if titey
]lave net stîlficient confidence in fic nohicînan wh itf prescrit itolts
thc reins cf governimont in tiais province, Io impart to bars their
views, it is neîiaing boss titan an insuft te thte pepile cf titis province
tizat tbcy siaouid have dciayed se long in sendin- eut bis successor.

FREE TLIADE AMD TIIE 'COBOURG SMAJ.'

We observe ii flice Cobourýg Sitir an attiemlét te belstct up te 3s.
pet quartier duty new cexac.ed ori Foreign wiueai, on flac grounal cf
te protectaon wbîcii lie ailegps it afrnrds to out ngracialfîatasts. WVe
have rcpeatedly slinwni in thte colutrins cf tliii papber, that the effect
of tiais duty is by tie means te maise flac pzice in Iis colony in ordi-
nary circunistanices te any considerabie oxtent, itiasmucit as this
briîtg msentially a grain experting coîuntry, the prico obtailaed fer
thb' excess o; ont production mit man*tfestly regulate tlae prfice of
the tvitole, silice fiace cannot lue tweo p.iccs cotëXustc:t atIflic sanie
turne anti place for flie sanie article.

But titere is another point cf viewv under wliich tItis question niay
bc considercd,-anal flic concluision freai waicb wvilI wc apujrciond ibe
irrosistible, even te lthe pscudo aulvocatos of the agriculfural inter-
est. Tite uluty cf 3î. pet quarter is actually a clead letter in law, siace
il cannethoecxact cd. Ailitat is reqcasite ii nitnging a quanVaîy cf
wlieat into flie country te bo gromanti into fleur, is te give bond tu
expert a certain quantify cf flintr equivaient ta the yield of that
witcaf, but mot ncesatily thecprodî2ct of! il. So thalthile Frodudi of


