
INTErtNATI2ONAL DEPARIMENT.

ilsed by the hunilian race, opium is,
on the wvhole, the nîost pernicious.
It lnot onl1y injures the physical sys-
teni, but lias a pecuiliar eolcL uiponl
the braiii, perveurting- the nioral sensi-
bilities, and pernimently cour using,
ini tie patielnt'siiiiid, tie distinctions
betwveeti riglit amui wrong, truth and
tlseh)ood." Thus opitnni dcadeiis its

vîctini to aIl appeals auid iniakes 1dmii
uinable to respond to Christian truth
and friculdly pedig

[n view of ail these facts, is iL not
evident that thec Cinese nlecd the
gospel? Tergo riso hrc
ter are perverte d by thieir mnany Sinis.

A.ner and lyji, ulteatiimr and steatl-
in-, w'ine-diking. and ganiblin g,
obsceu i ty aid lasciviolisness, malice,
revenige, cruclty., and op)tiu-Siîmoking-
liave defaced the fair iimazge of God,
in. wihich they wvere creatctd, and hiave
reduced thein to a iuost deplorable
state of deg raffitlit>n auid misery.
Tliey nced-oh, iîow -veatly thicy
nced-the forgiv'in- imnercy ot God
and the compassion and lielu) of ail
true Cliristiaus!

Thiirdly, I înuist toi you brielly thieir
eliaxacter as redecîîw(l by Christ, andI
%vhat liashbeen dtoile for tim -atready.
The gospel bears fruit alniong timeni,
as it duces in ail the wvorld. Theirjj re2-
pentance and faith are l)roved to be
sine-ere by the chlajîge thlat takzes
place ini their lives. Que of Our na-
tive preauchers -%vas once addicted to
Cralnbling, and another used opiumi,
but both liave lived irreproachable
Christian lives for niany years. The
converts destroy f.licir idols, study the
Bible, learn to, sin-. and pray, and
tcstify for Christ anion- thieir nig-
bors and friends. Trucevare gencrally
tm'uthlful and lionlest, iu -whluil re-
spects thîey ave v'ery difterent t rom-
the lhîcathien. WVc lind tliat Chris-
tian servants do not cheat us, nor
steal our -goods, as ie-atien, servants
(Io. Vrie mcmnbers of our cliurchi
have a good repitation for paying lp
their debts; wlhcreas the lieathwm
have to be dunmîied repcatedly, and

al'vays avoi( 1 payinig if tlley possibiy
eau. ChristianL faith, in greater or
less de-ree, frees tlic eoîmi'crLs froi
superstition and fron11 the fear ol
ticath. They ail endure more or' less
or persticution. UIN~Vorthly ones lhave
been couîuitc.So tixat, be-
tweeu persecuition 01on the one side
and cîmutrcli discipline on1 the other,
the sinccrity of the Chiristians bias
been fully teste1. li the South ot
Chinla t a few p)oints the gospel lias
beenl preaclmed for abouit fortv-five
years, and the churilchies iumbet' ev-
erat thouisands ot commnunicants. Iu
the ilortitern hiait of the coutry the
wvorkz was begm-ui twcnty-sevcn years
ago by onc nîissioiiarv, aud now
there are abouit a huuidred ordained
mliSSionarieS, anh perhaps two liun-
dred lady assistants, and about tliree
thîousand ýouverts. Thie Bible lias
been tratisiated into tihe book ]an-
guag111le *auid into ail the principal
dialects of thme spolzen aga.
Gospels and traets have been sold in
gr-eat, mnues tlîroughlouit tiiu' em-
pir.e.

At the end ot 188î theve vere '38
mii5oflary socicties l'I.p)1Ccfl ted i n
Chinla hy 1,030 ofsioaieu wliomi
489 %vee men aiid 21 were sing-le
ladies. There wvcrt 175i native or-
dmunted uministers audf 1,31(; unior-
dained iel pers, 32,260 conimmnicants,
a(i 13,7î7 puipils ini Sellools, andl the
Contributions by native cli ristians
anlotiltQ(l to $38,2MG.70. Tie ini-
er-case over the preccedmng ycar wvas,
ot nmisSioliaries, îclu ilg 'no and
woiUCfl, 111. Ol- over il per cent.;
of omncns 4,260, or over 10W4
pier cent. ; and ot conitribuitionis, $19,-
86,2.14, or over 100 per cent. Last
year the Cîinese Christianis, Ili thleir
extrenle poverty,' doliblcd their conm-
tributions ta every benevoient workz.
Do not they set a' noble exaînpie to
their brcthren iu Mbis more favored
lanmd?

It requires great mloral courage for
a CIiiinaami 'ho bel îeves the gospel
tu opely Com tess It. IHe is iooked


