114

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD

Pan-Presbpterian,

¢ REPORT OF THEPROCEEDINGS OF
- THE FIRST GENERAL PRESBY
TERIAN COUNCIL.”

HIS is an adequate and very valuable
record cf the prozeedings of a great As-
\gembly, which must necesearily become hie-
toric. Though so much has been written
upon the Firet Presbyterian Courcil, we
trust that a brief word, suggested by the
appearance of the volume above named,
will not be counted out of place. This
beautifully- printed cctavo, of 382 pages,
contains #n exfenso all the papers read in
the Council, and substantially the addresses
as reported in the Edinburgh Daily Review.
In the appendix there is a most interesting
and valuable repori ¢f the condition of the
Presbyterian Churches tbroughout the
world. Nowhere elce, 0 far as we know,
is this information to be fourd in asingle
volume ; and whilet we Presbyterians do
pot forget to love the Church of God in all
its sections, and to r¢jo ce in its essuptial
unity, it is hoyped we sball not deem it an
unchrietian thing, or a thiig in any way
unworthy of us, to cherizh a epecial inter-
est in those churches which have the rame
organization as ourselves, and are in fuil
accord with us as to the contents of the
Christian Doctrine.

The idea of such a Council as that which
met in Edinburgh last July, is not a new
thing in the Reformed Church. Calvin,it
is well known, expressed his willingress to
¢ pass over ten seas ” in order to promote
the communion: of the several churches of
the Reformation. Beza, his eminent suc
ceseor at Geneva, urged the peceesity of
such a Council. During the three cen-
turies since the Reformation, many a prayer
has ascended for the union and fellowship
of the churches virtually resting on the
same foundations—many an esarnest word
has been spoken with thisend in view. But
serious obstacles stood in the way, and
seemed {o mske the accomplishment of

such an end little elee ikan ilie dream of a
vicionary.

During the last ten years the desire for
8 General Council ot all ¥Presbyterian
Churche: found expression in many quar-
ters, on hth sides of the Atlantic; but it
were unjuet not to connect the names of
Dr. McCosh, in America, and Dr. Blaikie,
in Scotland, very especially with the advo-
cacyv of euch an Ascembly. The story of
the discussions—negotiations, travel, organ-
ization, by which the great meeting in the
cepital of Scotland was preceded—need not
here be told. Lsbours manifold, of which
s pretty full account is found in the preface
to this repert, were underiaken and accom-
plished by men admirably #tted for the
work, and full of zeal for its success.

It may safely be said that few Synods or
Councils more interesting in their personnel
have been conveped since the Syncd of
Dort and the Westminster Assembly. A
large number of the moet eminent theolo-
gians and most cmrinent presckers of the
Continent of Europe, of Britain, and of
America were present. There were to Le
seen men whese worke on Systematic Theol-
ogv, Seripture Interpretation. Church His-
tory and Apologetics are iound iz all our
libraries :—Drs. Schafl; A. A. Hcdge, Mc-
Cozh and Patton ; Drs Flint, Cairns, Gould,
David Brown, Lorimer and Kiilen; Pres-
sens- and Gedet. Men whore reputatiou
a8 public orators i wide as the Preebyte-
rian CiLurch—ino eome instarces wide as
the world—wer« there :— Hall ¢f New York,
Van Drke of Brooklyn, Hoge of Richmond,

McGregor of Edinburgh, Dykes ard Frost
of Loudon, and Monod of Paris. There
were men who Lkad rendered arduous ser
vice on the Micsion Field; such as Dr.
Murray Mitcbell, so honourably connected
with Tndia, and Dr. Thomson, the author
of «“The Land and the Bcok.” who siill
shows great vigeur, after more than thirty
vears labour in 3yria. Dr. Duff,too much
worn wi'h diseace and suffering to be pres-
geut, addressed the Couwvcil in a letter,
characterized by ail the burning zesl and

athos which distinguished that illustrious

issionary, and which may now be re-
garded 2s his parting words to the church
he loved eo well. Jsut we cannot continue
to enumerate, without doing ipjustice 10



