To fulfil the duty,of chairman on such an oc
cagion fis, I assure you, an undertaking to
which]l bave been but little accustomed ; and
iz attempting 1o do so this evening I shall
bave mainly to rely for success on the kindly
indulgence and support of the audience and on
the desire of each one to maintain order and to
give close attention to the addresses which are
to be delivered; and, if these conditions are
complied with, my task in the chair will be an
casy and agreeable one, and, I may add, a cor-
respouding pleasure and benefit will accrue to
yourselves.

There is, however, a two-fold claim which I
think [ may veature to urge in favour of my
sustaining, in some measure satisfactorily, the
position which you have called on me this even-
ing to fill, and the claim is grounded on these
two facts—that I sha'l be careful not to dotain
you by any lengthened remarks of my own,
and in the next place that Ishall be the meaps
of introducing to you my Rev. friends beside
e, by whose addresses, I know, you will be
delighted as well as instructed and profited.
Aye, and in looking around, I find I might
have added a third claim, as strong as auy,
for 1 see thatmy friend Mr. McKay with a
strong corps of musical artists are already in
their places, and are both willing and ready to
contribate their part to the delight end enjoy-
ment of the evening. (Applaise.)

I have reason to believe that I am only giv~
ing expression to the general opinion when I
say that, so far as relates to the more material
portion of the evening’s entertainment, so far
as concerns the department superintended by
the Iadies, and managed and provided for by
the committee of arrapgements, all has been
cminen ly $atisfactory und eminently success-
ful, and that the universal sentiment in respect
to the friends connected with this department
ig—~“Taey have done well. Tkey deserve
our best thanks.” Aund now, if I ehall have the
good fortune to achieve a similar success in
regard to that part of the evening’s entertain-
ment with whick 1 may be looked upon as
more directly connected, if I shall have beea
the meaas of securing for you rn infellectual
repast—an oratorical feast, which shall bear a
favorable comparison with the standard attain-
ed in the other department, thea shall I also
expect to obtain the testimony of your appro-
val, znd to find that your decision in respect
to tbe chairman is— Ie also has done his
part well.” Aund upon that issue am I willing
and prepared to let my credit sand good name
as your chairman to-night be staked and deter-
mined ; and, when T look round and seo the
speakers who are to address Fyou, I have no
fear that the verdict shall bo carried against
me.

For the commencement of the rich feast yet
before you I know you are all anxiously wait
ing; and I have pledged mysclf not to inter-
pose delay by my own remarks. But, unwill-
ing though I am to detain you, I yet feel I
must claim timo to express the bopc that our
meeting to-night will be the mesns of strength-
caiag the Sabbath School caus , acd of giving
8n impetus to the zeal of its friends in this
quarter of the congregation and in other quar-
ters of it also.  The work indeed is 1ittle more
than begun. I feel tha. s very great deal yet
requires to be done before the duty that lies
before usin this matter can be srid Lo be in
any ndequate degree overtaken. There was a
statement wmade to me the other day by AMr.
McKay, one of our clders—~and 1 koow you
will sgree with me in saying that his name,
his word is authority cqual at lcast to that of
any other person ia this towashipor in this coun-
ty—I say there was a statement madetome &
short time ago by him, which I may be permitted
to repeat here 1o-night, as conveying to us an
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important lesson, nsshowing the work required
to be done by us in the field of labour of which
wo ave speaking. Hisstatement to me was this—
That, taking in the whole of this township, our
Church is more numerous than eitherfof the
other Presbyterian bodies. And, whilst our
prayer apd fervent hope is—whilst the prayer
and fervent hope of every one of us is—that
the time may soon come when all the branches
of the Presbyte-ian Church sball be united in
one—then shall there be one great Presby-
terian Churcl in all Capada. (Loud Cheers.)
Yet the fact that the majority of the Presby-
terians of this township are members or adhe-
repts of our communion should teach us our
responsibility and awaken us to 2 sense of the
magoitude and importance of the work before
us. I know well the difficnlties to beencount-
ered in keeping up or in trying to keep up a
large and well-equipped Sabbath School in
country districts,where the families are so much
scattered and so far removed from ecach other,
as is generally the case in Capade. But not-
withstanding this drawback I still cherish the
bope that the present westing will have a bene-
ficial and expangive inflrence on the cause, not
only in this but also in other districts of the
congregation. Among other good results flow-
ing from it Iexpect to hear of a larger and
better attendance of scholars in this place,
though the attendance so far basbeen very en-
couraging ; and I also hope that these who are
engaged here from Sabbath to Sabhath in
teaching will find their hands streag.hened and
their hearls encouraged to renewed diligence
and devotednessin theic work. To them would
I only say at present that the consciousness of
doing good to others, or of secking to doit,
will be the best and most satisfactory reward
of your labours here—a reward perhaps the
most pure and delightful which is given to
man to enjoy upon earth—but surely the ap-
probation of this meeting and of our good
friends from a distance who bave travelled so
far to be preseat to-uight, to countenance and
encourage your endeavours, is & reward
highly to bo prized and esteemed, and should
cause you ‘“‘not to weary in well doing” but
to persevere in your work of faith and labour
oflove. And let us further cherish the hope
that the cxample will spread, and that at no
distant day we shall have the pleasure of see-
ing Sabbath Schools organized and in efficient
operation in other braucies of the congrega-
tion.

I fear I am in danger of viclating my pledge
by detaining you too long; and I sball there-
fore put a close 1o my remarks and thus make
way for the gpeakers who arc now to address
you; and let me request that good order be
observed, and the strictest atteation paid,
whilst they are doing so.  The speaker whose
pame i3 first on my list is the Rev. Mr. Car-
michsel, of King, who has como so far through
the rain to address you on the present occa-
sion. Mr. Carmichacl, I am happy to say, is
not altogether a stranger amongst us. We
shkall not readily forget, 1 trust, the remarkably
able and cloquent speech which he delivered
here last winter on the Home Mission cause of
our Church. For my part I can say that ia
Mr. Garmichacl I have never been disappointed,
and I think I am not risking a greet desl in
predicting that I shall be able to say a3 much
both for yon and mysclf this evening also. He
is & young gentlemsn in regard to whose ac-
quurements and great talents and ability there
is but one opinion amongst those who best
know him. Permit me now to introduce to
you Mr. Carmichacl, who has such strong
claims on our friendship and gratitude. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. Carmichael, on coming forward, was
met with a kind reception, and proceeded to
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address the audience in a speech of great forco
and impressiveness, of which we can givo only
a brief analysis. After making some introduc-
tory remarks he referred to the prosperous state
of fthe school, which was manifest from the
large number of children and parents assembled
there that evening, many from a great distance
through muddy roads and s drizzling rain. He
reminded the scholars of their high and prec-
1ous privileges, privileges denied to thonsands
of little boys and girls equally deserving with
them. He reminded them of their obligations
of practising in their daily walk and conversa-
tion the lessons of heavenly wisdom they
learned in the Sabbath Schcol. He referred
to the opportunities for doing good which even
the youngest amoug them enjoyed ; how they,
following the examwple of their great Master,
might recommend vital religion to their youth-
ful and careless companions, and persyade
them to accompany them to the Houge of God,
that they might there learn of Him  who
came to seek and save the lost” He encoar-
aged them to persevere nor ever grow weary
in this work, inasmuch as the lessons they re-
ceived might influence their whole future lives
and make them bappy or miserable for eternity.
He cncouraged the teachers also to persevere.

They should be stirred op by this large asssm-
bly to greater diligence for the time to come.
They could not but feel that their Iabours had
been crowned with some success. The Sab-
bath Sohool teacher has many difficalties to
contend against ; there is often nsttention on
the part of the scholars, and carelesaness on
the part of the pavents. Their attendance is
irregular ; the lessons are far irom carefally
prepared ; they see no prospect of any good
tesulting from their labours ; their most fajthe
ful aud prayerful instructions seem as if thrown
uselessly away; no fruit appears, not even
a green blade; no buds of promise telling of &
coming harvest of heavenly fruit. Sabbath after
Sabbath they have plied theirlittle charge with
invitations of mercy, admonitions, warnings,
entreaties, but all seemingly in vain. In vain
they cannot bel God is faithfal; not one
werd c-er spoken for Him has been in vain.
The secd you sow so patiently, watering it
with your tears and prayers, will spring up;
a harvest will one day be gathered where you
have laboured so faithfally. Not in your dsy,
perhiaps, but what of that? Others in past
ages bavo labourcd that yor might reap the re-
sult.  Why should you grudge o toif though
others and not yourselves should be the reap-
ers?  Nor think that the sphere you enjoy is
too small. An angel would covet to labour.
there; tho highestangel in glory wounld esteem
it an honour and a pririlege to be employed
io teac.ing an crring child the story of the
manger and the Cross, the agony of Qethsem-
anc and the sorroxs of Calvary. The suc-
cess that has always attended the Sabbath
School should furnish ground of encoursge-
ment to teachers. What moltitndes havs ree
ceived their carliest rcligious impressions
there!  Has it not ever been the nursery of
the Church? Have not maany of the noblest
and most faithfal ministers of the Church left
it on record that it was in the Sabbath School
they were first made acquainted with the
* trath as it is in Jesus.,” Ho enjoined on pa-
rents the necessity of carefally following up
at bome the instractions which their children
received in the Sabbath School. The labours
of the teschers are not designed to supersedo
their duties, but rather to be an auxiliary to
them.  They are not released from their
solemn respousibility of # bringing up their
children in the nuriare and admoxition of the
Lord.” No.socioly on sarth can.releass them
{rom their obligations of .instilliag into the
miods of their children the gracions traths of



