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HALIFAX, 8YCURDAY, OCTT 25, 1856

DIOCREAN ARFEMSLY.

We last wock gire an culline of tho proceedings
of the D. €. 8. and the Divecsan Arscanbly, cow-

riging the Rishop's Address to tho latter, st semo
}\eu . Wostyted that it was an imperfuct sketch,
baving boen prepared from hasty notes, and thero
was not time to submit it to revision beforo geing
10 press.  Amcngst some mistakea that bave been

‘ated out, we ouil attention td the (ollowing. His
fzrd-bip is repisscoted ae sajiug that only eight
clorgymien had objented to tho Aseambly, whercas
what ho did sy was, that ** of fiftycight parishes
cr districts entitled to_send Ilepresentatives, includ-
ing P. E. Jeland, cnly cight to tho best of hia
knowlodgo sud belief, had oljected citber to the
Asnembly or to its Cunstituticn, the reason givea in
other cases where no clection bas taken place, boing
cither dlstance, or inalility to bear the expenso, or
in such diatriots the imposebility of clecting = wuit:
able perton from amongst thy fow communicants.”
Qf the clergy wa belivva it may Lo ssid, that not
motoe than four have opposed tho Assembly since it

constitution was settled.  As our readers will proba.
bly desire to be acquainted wito yoma of the Reso-

lutions proposed, and with tha arguments used to
sustain them, wa shall givo the former, and asmuch
of the sulstauwe of the lattor, a3 wo can furnish
from a fuw more of our imperfeot aotes, )

The Bishop introduced a scrisa of Resclutions
prepared by the Husinos Committon, and explained
that the glject was to have ths matters t shich thoy
reforred, discuseed during the presant mesting ofthe
Assembly, leaving tho final action upon. thew wotik
its next general mueting. .
, Tho Resolutions were read.  Tho first is as fol-
oW 1 ,

 Wheress Prince Edwand Tsland s not partol tho Seo
of Nova Seotia Proper, 89 called, being ouly placed ander
tho jurisliction f the Biskop of said Dioces durivg the
royal pleasure, and

“ Whereas in consequonce of tho great distanco of the

tald Islana from the City of Halifax, tho Cliney offfcating
thercin have always been exensed at tho Vhitatons treld
by the Biskop of Nova Scotia, and thcy cannot therefvro
l-c,cxfmul to atiend at tho mectings of the Dioctsan As-
sembly, and

* Wheroas tho laws affecting the Church of Eagland in
tho said Talaud differ from thosa in thn Province of Nova
Seotn, and consequently the regulations swtable for the
sad Provincemay not bo adapted to the Island,

' Ledved—"Ttint it is not expadiont to includo the Cler
ey or reprosentataves of the Laity 1n the Asscmtly of tns
h wrew, 0 lopz &8 tho above mentwned smpodinentd
+1all continue to exist, and that no Clenzyman o1 layman
w heaceforth enatlod t & vote under any licenco to offie-
ate, OF &5 & reproscntative of the Laity of any pansh i the '
taid Lland oil Pance Edwand.

Tho Bishop thought that porhaps it would bo bet- !
wr that the resolution should tiko effect, and cou-
merated some’ of the obstacles which would interfere
with any strempt to unite the Provinco and the Is
tand auder one system , the differvat pust wun of the
Churck in P B, Island wirh relution 10 the Stato—
130 queonvenience o which is clergy who havo !
a,ways been excused from sttendance at the Visita-
tions, would bo sulject in mttendiag the Assembly
io this Provinee—the fact that they have ne legally
wnstituted parishes for Exclesiastical purposes—the
different tige wt whish by Law they beld their
annual meetings, o that they cannos cloct according
to our sales—ho probability that the Law affeoting
the Chureh in this Provinte would rot at all times
t adopted by the wndependent Legi-luturs of the
Lland. so that rogulations sanctivaed Ly the law
nero might by illegal thee Cpun all theso é;ru:mds
e ainugnt it would bo better @ eejarate K h;.l'hr.

o

frum the Diveesan Atembly of Nova Seatia.
Nesulutivn would_not however bsve an immediato
feet—1it mighe if they pledsed, bo rejacted altoge-
ther—but if sustained-by a majority, according to
tho rulo of the Assemble, it wauld lic over .until
the next meeting, when-if. passed by two-thirds of
those preseut; it woald remndin in Ferco. .

Tho Resolution wasthen'ropved by r. Tupper,
secondod by Mr. B. Smith,

Mz, Fairbanks was of opinion that they ehould rot
roject the Resolution altogether, altho’ ho would
not be willing to confirm it tnless proved to be un-
avoidable. 1lo referred to olj:ctions that bad been
urged against the Synod, aud to the belic/ enter-
wined by somo that it was uecessary to its existence
that it should bo sanctioncd by tho Jegislature. He
denied that thero was. any necessty for legstative |
aerference. and claimed for the members of the
Cburch a substantia} fight to muet and consult for
its interests 9% sustanced th  couventions of the !
Chureh in fho United Btates  which wera authoriged |
w lut which were ;- ved i the exercise

Vo e

-the Resolution that it wight interfere with the ques.
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preseased that wight, which tuld Wt v diquited,
sud he werl rather they fould exercise it thoh
apply to the T gslatute with & view 1o its copfinna.
’{nn. He did nnt agreo with on&her clame of ob-
jeotrry wha feared that the power of the Richop or
that of tho elorieal braach would be [ncreased thtoogh
tho sction of the Assembly. He would, howaver,
treat the vpposition that bad beet madae to thy Synod
with every degree of n\s})ect, and_hoped it would
soan give way to better fucling.  His experienco in
otber parts of the Dioveso had teught him bow much
good might ba done by the diffusion ef the lay influ.
cnce, and he trusted they would all unite to promote
s good cause  Sumo modifieatien of the ruleaof the
Synod might Lo amnicd if any portion proved ob.
Jjectionable, although hio was uct at all apprehentive
that any powee with which the Blskop was fuvaated
could over bo Improperly excreised under jts consti-
tutfcn ¢ at present cstablished.  With refereucd to
tiao Rosalution, ho thought that uo basly course of
action shoull bo mdojted, and that opportaaity
should Lo afforded to t{m Membars of the Chureh in
tho Ieland to confer with us, and thoy might bo
able to devizo sumo meana by which thoy might des
rivo benefit from the unfon, [u proposcd that a
Committes b appolfuted to rnfur with the Chareh
in P, I Ixland upon the ealjuct.

Tho Bishop here explained with ssferenco to the
focling in . 15 Island towards the Synod, that, o
far s ho coulq judgo, with enc_exception, all the
nlergy were In ita fuvor. At tho same time thoy
wero of opinlon that the inconveniences attendiugy
thelr anjon with it wero »o great, that it would boad-
viwable 1o separato tle Tslond from {ts jurisdiotion.

Mr. B Smith mado some pertinent obsqrvations i
favor of the Resolution. ' »

Mr. Fairbanks thought it possible if they affirmed

tion that would tome ' vfore them with referonce to
the trial of offonding clorgymen, if any caso should
ever otcur in P. . Txland, 8y part of the Dioceso of
Nova Seotia. ‘ .

Rev “Mr. Bullock explained that the Resolutions
of tho Businers Commitieo wero only to Lo treated
as motions for dizcussion, which could not by decided
for the next two years. ‘The free discussion of other
qucations would not thoreforo bo affccted. There
would also be suflicient timo for tho clorgy and laity
of P. E. Islacd to decide upon the most benefivial
meusurcs to bo adopted.

Col. Giadwin would desive to have an oxpression
from the Diocesan Assorbly of their regres that the
measure of spparation was necessary, there being 2
considerable portion of our Church in that part of
the diocesn, with whom it would be advisable te & 4

to tho inconveniences of travel, ho thought that
wmight be greatly obviated by having the meenngs of |
the Aesembly in the middle of tho year ins)tc:xﬁ“1 of
Uctober. 1t sppeared to him that exery possible
endeavor should be made to indueo them to join in
the dehiberations for too welfars of the chuxch  As
to legislative coactments in favor of 8ynodical action, !
Le was pet at all sati<fed that it was needed, or that
it would be of any beaefit.  He did not think that
any dependence could be ‘g]noed upon tho Jegisiature
to dn justice to the Choreb, and as theirright to as-
sowble and make regulatious for themselves could
nat be disputed, he would like that for the prosont
ot least that they should not ppply for legislative |
sanction. Ho would first test their gwn capacity o
govern thewselves, leaving Jegislative actiop as 8
dernier tesort,  ITo 2aw no mafety fur the Chureh
aginst her opponents except by unifing all her
wnautbers, ond with this view ho hoeped that some
Resolution thar wonld retain thowe tn P. X, Teland
in cl6se conncetion with as should be adopted.

Mr. Tappet, tbo mover of the Resolution, agreed
with tho previcus speakers in tho propricty of an ex-
pression of regvet that such & resolution should be
nucossary ; at tho samo time he argued with much
forco, that for the reasons “stuted it was advisablo
that it should pass.

Several clergymen and laymen freely expressed |
their opinions upon the resolution, chiefly in faser of
affording the clergy and laity of the lsland overy
encouragetnent to participate in the busness of the
Diocrsan  Assembly—and the notice of metion was
then carried.

The Bishop stated that the Business Committee
bad been careful not to bring before the Assembly
any matters affecting the lnity, who wero not quite
unsnimous in their dcsive to be reprezented in t—
althe’ ho was savisfed that it would not bo long be-
fore there would b general expression io its faver.
Thoy bod confined their lufmurs to matters affecting
tho position of the (Nergy, who had with vory fuw

- —

t
oxcoptions, mavifested their approval of its procaed- l

. 2

journed.

ings.
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His Londship then, in the name of the Oomrfalaot;.

 introduned & criea of Rowlutions relative to clergy

disclplide, and for rege! ding the trisl of ffvading
cletgymen, and explatned that they wers part.
Jy upoa the ceelefusticnl law of Kugland, nnd partly
on the law of ths Charvh in the United States.

Rev. Mr. DeBlois asked whetder if under the
Resclutions & charge wers niade by an3 person not
s member of the Uhursh, against & Qlergyman, it

woull be teccived by the Bishop.
His Lordahip thought it m?d dcpor::e:rn tho
discretion of the Bisiop wletaer to p or nod

upon # charge s0 made. .

Mr. Arihur Cochran asked, if under the Resolu-
tion, tha first Commission appoiated to exawine inio
the charges preferred, declsred them wnfounded,
whether hia Lordakip if dlsentistied with their report,
would then think it right to porsist in the prooeed-

ioge.

His Lordsh!p theught it was not likaly that any
Bishop would place himselt {n the position of &
pointing Commiselon after Commission, unless the
charges wero repeated o the seandal continued, and
that tho case woull be dismissed.

After a verioty of observations by both clergy snd
laity, sfivsing tho necessity for somo astiou upan
the Rasclutions, it was moved by Ror. Nr. Arnold,
secanded by Rov Mr. Elliott—That it seemed good
to the Asecmbly that eomo vegulations abiould bo
adopted for the trial of offinding clergymen.

A discuseion ensued 2 to whether the Report of
the Committeo should be adopted, or the opinion of
tho Asecmbly expreated In the Resoluticn just pro- |
pored, should bo taken us thh basis for future action.

Thy Bishop stated that untlt the Asscmbly bad de.™
cided npon some uch resolutions os thoss which

{ bad been laid beforo them, he would sulll feel himself

bound to act avcording ty the best of his judgment on

ny complaint against a clergyman that mighs de

rought under his trotice, Ylo refecrcd to tho opi-
nions which the Rishap of Newfoundland bad obtsin-
ed ‘somo time sinco from Sir I. Thesiger and Dr.
Phillimore, cn tho pawer of the Bishop to punish
by suspension or doprivation, upon sufficient proof
of the puilt of suy “of hisclergy, Ile would con
tainly however prefer to have the benefit of their as-
sistance, and to act by certain rules which might
be laid down for guidance in thess matters.

Rev. Dr. Shrovo asked if tho menting wero bounil
to receive the report of the Business comittee, and
whether they might not act of thuir own notion it
so important a matter.

Mr. Fairbanks mid they were bound by no pro-
ceedings that were not sanctioned and passed by o
majority of the Assembly.  But if they did nol pass
the vesolutions, and it cver Lecamo necessary for

{ 1n unison, if it wero possiblo 0 to do. Wb regard | his Lordship to take cognizance of clerieal offonces,

it would be fwnd that tho law of the lund would
bear him out in his sutbority ; for there cvuld bo no
doubt that when this country was scitled, the people
brought with them fiom the Mother Country as
much of ecolesiastical as well a8 of the commen law
of England, oswasapplicable to their circumatances.
Ho thought that aclergyman sliould be tried by bis
peert. They wero met to establish principlesfar
their future guidunco us well a3 fur’'the present re-
gulation of Church uffsirs  The power which was
vested in the Bishop was for 1bs gwod of the Chureh,
gud ho would liko to sos bis Lordship’s patent inthe
posscasion-of every Lhurchman, that they might un:
derstand its nature and estent. o
- The motion wwss passed by an ugauimons voie of
the laits—of tho clergy thero wepe three dussentients.
A {mther motienin amendment, proposed by
Rov. Mr. Arnold—~That ths Preawble and tesolu«
tions of the Pa-iness committee upon this subject,
Yo conzidered clause by clsuso, and that the particu-
lars agreed upsn Lo afictwserds printed for further
consideration, was passed, wnd the Assembly ad-

The Assombly met again pursnant to adjonrnment,
and an interesting distus~ion _cnsued upon the seve-
ral clauses of the Report, which lust was directed to
be published. )

'ho following Nesolutivn, besring tpon the pre-
vious discussivn relative to Prince Edward Island,
was psssed.

Moved by S. I Fairbanks, Xsq., seconded by C.
B. Bowmar, Eeq. '

“ Resosved, That & Committes of three clerical and txo
lay mombers bo appointed to co-operate with his Lordshi
the Bishop, and to vonfir with the Clergymen of P. E?
¥siand, a3 10 such terms of union with the Diocesan As-
sembly asmay bo convenient for them to entorinto, and as
to the mmovalgfuq obstaclea that suay caist theroo, and
that *ho Committee be sutherized to communicate this Re-
solution to tho Clengymen of that portion of the Diocese.~—
And further, thatths sad Camuttee bs authorized to wawch
over the jatcrests of tho Charch in respoct to any . Legisla-
tive rcasuro that may bo proposd during the recess of thie
Asscmbly, and to toke such'steps belativo thereto, as may
Le considered-by them nacdisary and advisable.”




