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- Mr. Wall 17 1
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THE PERE FRANCIS,
A Holy Missionary, whose name is well known.to
our readers, Capucin.of the House of Lyons, has
offered -up his life in India, a vietim of his charity
and zeal. By his own request he was appointed
~ to-colnmende the important and perilous-Mission of
) ‘Lehore. At the very moment of his agrival in the

wolatrous land, and by the swords of those for
whose salvation he had\come, his life 'was. taken:
away. Wo subjoin the details of his.death g0 pre-
cious in the sight of God, as conveyed to. M. L.
Abder Rossat, Yicar Qeuncral of Verdum

¢ Pere Francis, of L'Llicmic (Loire) was sent by’w
his Bishop to Londhiana, a city situated a short
distance from the Sutledge, the Noxthern Boun-
dary of the English Possessions, at that station. he
was to make put a temporary stay.; and on' the
first favourable opportuaity pass on to the king-
dom of Lahore, the end of all. his desires. A little
time yet.remained ; he wrote word that- all weres
ready, and that he was soon about to plant tha
Cross on this infidel land. He made his final pre-
paration on the 12th of December 1845: On the
next day he followed the rear of a numerons:force
which the Governor General was leading out-to-erfs
gage'Wwith the Sikes. He-had to eqiip himself at
his«.wp expense, and he brought with him- all- his
little Missionary baggage, on the 18th the two' ar-.
mies were in sight of each other.. Before the bat-
tle he had heard the Confessions-of-a- great number
of Catholic Soldiers. All received from- him the .
words of strength and consolation, all had snch
confidence in his well tried virtue that they
knew not how to part him. Flor love of them, the
intrepid priest did not hesitate to throw himself in-
to the thick of the fray, to bend an ear over. the
confessing penitent, to succour the wounded, to re.
ceive the last sighs of the: d;nm7 He waSyeamt;st-
ly requested to retire; but he was deaf to -every-
thing save the voico.of God. Whilst-he was. pey~"
forming the heroic duties of *hischarity,a sudden:and
dreadful discharge of Artillery dealt destrucndn,
amongst the ranks of the Queen’s 50th. Retn;nent,k
This Corps Was annibilated in an jnstant; the, €a-
valry of the Sikhs coming down:like thunder, burst
upon the broken squadron of English, & despatchied
with the sabre what the musketry had Jeft-undene,
Amongst the number was Pere Francis.. With thp
last absolution he was opening heaven to 8 depart-v
ing soul, when the sabres of three Sikhs, were Jift:
ed overhishead; hewas struck-down by redgubleq
blows, and rendered up-his last'sigh by the- id8 6f
the soldier whom he had just been atténding. Un-
fortanate-Sikhs ! if they knew the blood they‘Wore
spilling, if they knew how anxiously ‘the ‘good
Priest “wished to devote himself for them, ﬂfey
would themselves have guatded that hfe. Ok ; tﬁe
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