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The recogulzed authority on all matters
pertalning to trade aud progress in West
ern Canada, including that part of On-
tatlo west of Lake Superlor, the Provinces
of Manltoba and British Columbia and the
Territories,

Nineteenth Year of Publication

ISSUED BVERY SATURDAY.
Subscriptions—Cauada anit  the Uaited
statea, $2.00 per annum In advance, or
$225 when not so pald ; other count-les,
$2.00 per annum In advance.
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Advertisetments purporting to be nvws.
matter, or which profess to cxpress the
oplalon of this journal, wlil not Le In-

sorted.
Ofee 219,!(cl)crmo(t St. Telephone 224,

D. W. BUCHANAN,
- Publisher.

The Commerclal certafuly enjoys a very
much Jarger circulation among the busi-
ness community of the vast reglon Iylng
between Lake Superlor and the Pacliie
coast than apy other paper in Cavada,
dally or weekly, The Commerclal aiso
rcaches  the leading swholesale, counnis-
slon, manufacturing and floanclal bouses
of Easteru Canada,

WINNIPEG, MAY 25, 1001.

Wealth of the North.

The report of the Ontarlo govern-
ment exploration parties who covers
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York. The region I8 watered by the

Moose river, flowing into James Bay,
and ts tributarles, the Abitib], Mattae
gaml and Missinable, and by the Al-

bany and its tributaries, the Kena-
gaml and Ogoke. Each of these riv-
cers i3 over Y00 miles in length, and

they range in width from 300 or 400
yards to a mile They are fed by
numerous smaller streams, and these
in turn drain numberless lakes ot lar-
ger or smaller size, so that the whole
country 1s one network of waterways,
affording easy means of communica-
tions w'th long stretches fit for navi-
gatlon, ‘The great area of water sur-
face also assures the country agalnst
the protracted droughts so often ex-
perlenced In other countries, The
southern boundary of this great tract
of fertfle land Is less than 40 miles
from Missinabice station, on the Cana-
aian Paclfic rallway, and the country
north of the height of land Leing one
fmmense level plateau sloping off to-
witrds James Bay the construction of
raflways and wagon roads through
every part of it would be a compara-
tvely easy wmatter.

In the small part of the district of
Rainy River which was explored tho
proportion of good lJand 18 not so
great, but the clay lands in the town-
ships around Dryden was found to
extend north {n  the valley of the
Wablgoon river, with an area of
about 600 square miles, or 384,000
acres. ‘There are also smaller cultl-
vable areas at varfous other points.

Another Important faect established
Dy the explorations s that the cllmate
in this northern dlstrict presents no
obstacle to successful agricultural
settlement. The Information obtuin-
ed completely dispels the erroneous
impression that its winters are of Arc-

In the district of Nipissing, north of
the C. P. R, line, there i3 estimated
to be at least 20,000,000 cords of pulp-
wood, In the district ot Algoma 100,
000,000 cords; in the district of Thun-
der Bay, 150,000,000 cords, and in the
distriet of Railny River, 18,000,000
conds: & grand total of 288,000,000
cords. The pine region does not seem
to extend much beyond the helght of
land, but on this side, in the country
around Lakes Temagiming and Lady
Evelyn, and to the north, an area of
red and white pine of fine quality was
explored aml estimated to contaln
abaout three billlons of feet B, M.

A feature of this reglon, which ft Is
well to note from an industrial point
of view, Is the exictence of many falls
on the rivers and streams. These will
no doubt be utiiized with advantage
In the creation of economical power
when the country comes to be opened
up.

It wuas expected that the partles
would be able to make a thorough
and exhaustive exploration of &ll the
territory assigned to them, and the
estimates here glven of what has been
reported are wry conservative. Total-
Ung up the figures quoted, however,
we have over 25,000 square mlles of
poad fertile lan¢, or over 16,000,000
acres, and 288,000,000 cords of spruce
or other pulp wood. There 1Is also
numerous small areas, both of tim-
ber and land, which are not tucluded
in these figures, but which will all be
avallable when the development of
the country takes place.

Hardwootd Market Eccen-
tricities.

The course of the hardwood market
ever since the beginning of the year
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firming up of prices, but the improve-

ment has been nothing such as seem-

ed tr.\rmntcd by the conditions or
that 'would be satisfactory to produc-
ers and dealers,

The condition has been the more
peeuliar beeause of the marked cone
trast presented In trade bullding lum-
bers,  The latter, especially those of
general use and not affected by pure-
1y local conditlons, have been ex-
tremely active and buoyant, with prt-
ces firm and advancing, The great
difliculty has been to secure stock at
any price in the ordlnary bullding
woods, There I8 no reason to belleve
that the jwdustries requiring hard.
woods have been any less prosperous
than the bullding trades, and yet de-
pression has been the rule and the ac-
tually good sized movement of hard-
woods has been of u sluggish charac-
ter which has not materially benefit-
ed prices.

Experienced hardwood fumbermen,
however, are coming to belleve that
the condltions spoken of above, of falr
to large stocks in some markets and
with many consumers, coupled witha
pretty well defined bear potlcy on the
part of the latter, account for the
conditions. They nhelieve, however,
that new methods must goon prevall.
Even the consumers who were best
supplied wkh stocks are nearing the
end of thefr supplles and the stocks
In the hands of dealers have also been
redueed until the practice of small
lot, emergency buylng will noet much
longer be feasible. It is thought that
before very long both dealers and
consumers must be In the market
more actively than for many months
past and that when that time comes
the actual lightness of stocks will be
so clearly demonstrated that there

Manitoba Farm Homes—Buildings of W. Hardy, Pomeroy.

ed new Ontario last summer has just
been published. Although portions of
it have from time to time been made
publle, the full magnitude of the re-
spurces of that vast region have
scarcely  hoeen  comprehended. The
volume contailns nearly 300 pages, and
1s made especialdly {nteresting dy the
presence of scores of photographs, re-
vealing the wealth of many forests,
the abundance of many water powers
and examples of good farming lands
discovered in uncxpected places. The
report of the varlous partles is sum-
marized as follows by the Globe :—

The great clay beit running_ from
the Quebec boundary west through
Niplssing and Algoma «districts and
into the Jdistrict of Thunder Bay,
comprises an area of at least 24,500
square miles, or 15,680,000 acres,
nearly all of which is well adapted
for cultivation The aimost unbroken
streteh of good farming land is near-
ly three-quarters as great In extent
as the whole settled portlon of the
provinee south of Lake Niplssing and
the French and Mattawa rivers. It
I8 larger than the states of Massachu-
sotts, Connectlcut, Rhode Isiand, New
Jersey and Delawnre combined, and
onr-nall the size of the state of New

tic severitv and its summers too short
to enable crops to mature. The abh-
sence of summer {rosts noted by the
explorers and the growth of all the
common vegetables at the Hudson's
Bay pasts must disabuse the public
mind of this ecrroncous impresslon
The U0th parallel of latitude passes
through the centre of the agricultural
belt, and the climate I8 not much git-
ferent from that of the province of
Manitoba, lying along the same paral-
jel, with this exception, of course,
that the winter is tempered by the
great spruce forests and the presence
of so large a proportion of water
surface. The country, too, has &n
abundance of wood for fue), bullding
and ¢ relal parp , and plenty
of pure water everywhere.

Another point cquadled only in im-
portance by the existence of a vast
area of agricultural land in  this
country and its moderate olimate {s
the fact that ft Is largely covered with
extensjve forests ¢f spruce, jackpine
and poplar. The value of thls class
of timber, as everybody knows, I3 in-
croasing every day and  the market
for it {s widening, and vich, Indaed,
is the country which has boundless re-
sources In these varieties of  woods,

has been a source of disappointment
annoyance and mystification to the
hardwood trade and especially to ¢he
manufacturers, says the American
Lumberman. What It should have
heen £ has not been; what seemed to
be the logical results of well defined
conditions dld not materialize, aand
even yef, in this ifth month of the
year, there 1s a condition which is
exasperating in its inconsistency.

At no time since the dbeginning of
the year have the average nardwood
stocks been large and during all this
time  consumption has been active.
Dry stocks especially have been, on
tho whole, short. To be sure there
have heen fair to large stocks at some
of the markets and with many con-
symers, hut so many of the latter
have had scant supplies that ¢here
has been an active, smafl lot, flling-
in trade ‘This movement, while it has
not avalied notably to stimulate val-
ues, hasg given warrant to the current
expectation that movement must soon
take on 2 larger volume, greater ur-
gency and be done at a decidedly bet-
ter range of prices  Yet nothing of
the sort has occurred except In a
moderate way. There has been for
the Jast month or ¢wo & gradual

will be something like a scramble,
resulting in an almost {n$tantaneous
firming up of the price lists.

‘This process will be assisted by the
heavy demands which the bullding
under way and contemplated through
out the country will call for a larger
amount of Gnishing hardwoods than
for several years past. In  view of
these considerations the prediction Is
mad that certalnly within ninety
days and probably in less time there
will begin & boom 4n hardwood lum-
ber such as has not been seen for
many years, except in 1899, and it is
thought 1hat very likely the record
of that year will be surpassed.

The new product, of courge, enters
into the sfituation, put from the best
advices it will not he above the nor-
mal, while the demand is Nkely o bo
extraordinary. and at any rate the
new cut will not flgure In any import-
ant way for a good while yet.

“When  we're married. dear, you
won’t be always threatening to go
home te your mother, will you ?”

“No; I'll] threaten to have mother
como and lve with us.”
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