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WINNIPEG, DEC. 16, 1899,

NEGLECT OF A PROFIT-
ABI.E INDUSTRY.

Winnipeg p2ckers report some in.
creaso in the number of hiogs being mar.
keted here this scason, compared with
lagt yoar. 1t is to be hoped that this
tucrease will bo permanent aund will
continue to grow until we can at leasy
supply our owu requiremonts of fresh
and cured hog products. . During the
past your an €enormous quantity of cash
Las beon drained out of the country
to supply cur importations of hug pro-
ducts. Carloads of these goods have
been arriving continually Irom castern
Canada and tho ¥nited States, to sup:
ply the trade of western Canadu. 1t
s n matter for regret that this tinda
has not been suppi.ed by the farmers
of Manitoba. Our mining districts and
the great northern country take largs
quaniities of cured meats, in addition
to the local trade of the agricaliural
asd stock-ralsing sections of the prairio
region. Qur production of hogy has not
been sufficient to supply ceven the
tocal trado, much less the outlying
Inmber, wining, ranching aud uorth.
ern trading reglons.

Some ycars ago efforty wero mude
to induce Manitoba farmers 1o raise
more hogy. ‘Uhe movement was sudcess-
ful and tho number of hogs incroased
ropidly, to such an extent tihat we
were obliged to ship quite a quuntity
of livo hogs to eastorn Canada mar-
ket in order to lind sale for them. T'his
was o very wasteful way of disposing
of tho hogs. Prices wore not very high
for hogs at the time aud the shipnent
of llvo hogs o long distancoe by rafl
18 ar: unprofitablo and expouslve op-
eration Besldes, (reights were bhigher
thon than they are now. Therg was no
help for it, however, the difficulty be-
Ing that wo had no properly equipped
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packlng houses for handiing tho hoge
on the spot. The farmers became dis.
couraged and went out of tho hog
ralsing buslness,

Conditions now, however, aro <uite
different. Vo have largo aud welt.
equipped packing houses, capable of
turning all the hoge that the country
iz likely to producd for yeurs to vome,
into cured product.  ‘The curing and
peeking of tho hogs hero  would, of
courfie, bo a vastly more cconumlical
way of dleposing of them than by
sbipping livo bogs to a distant mar.
kot, consequently, with oun present fa-
cllities the ralsing of hogs should bo
much more profitable to the Manitoba
farmer than it was some years ago.
It thosc who bLecamo discouraged and
gave up raising hogs were to try it
again, they would likely find it now
& more profitable business. ‘The wasto-
ful plan of shipping live hogs cass
wonld not now bo neceessary, cven if
tho quautity of hugs marketed here
wero Qoubled or trebled, as they could
be puacked on the spot and the

product would all  bo reqniced
for the home trado of western
Canada. But even f we had a

surplus over home requirements, it
would be much more economice! to
pack the hogs here than 1o ship
them away in a live state. The
probability of a surplus, however,
secems remote, when we review the past
lustory of this country In the rais.
ing of hoge. Iiven when we were ship-
pivg Hve hogs away at very low
prices, there was o market at
home for them all, i we had tien
had packing facllities for handling tho
animals,

TUnfortunately, since the large pack-
ing houses were established, the sup-
ply of hogs has beon limited and ir-
regu'ar, and what at one time pro-
mised to become & [lourishing lo:al
industry, giving employment to a
large numhber of persons, fias been
greatly retarded. I a grain country,
where fre‘ght rates are such an im-
portaut faccor as they are here, ow-
ing to the Jong rajlway haul wnlch
our products are subject to inorder
to reach tho markets of the world,
the ra‘sing and packing of at least
our own supply of hog products should
b2 a very profitable undertaking,
Thero ig bound to be a certain
amount of rough or off grade grain,
varying with climatic conditions in
different  seasons, which could be
wurned into pork at home more pro-
fltobly than to ship abroad. By
selllng tkis grain and importing
ha:mns, bacon and such products, it
would appear that we are burning
our caide at both ends at the same
time, when it should not Ut necessary
to burn It at all. We are paylog
Ireight on the feed grain shipped
away, and also paying the [freight

-and In some cases duty too, on the
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hog products brought in, This is cor-
tainly a wasteful policy, and ono
which it Is hoped will soon be changed.

While discussing the hoy guestion,
it ‘may be stated that there was a
considerable mortality among yowmg
hogs In Manitoba Jast spring and sum-
mer, which It ts sald was duo to ex-
cessive fceding of strong gran [oold,
wiiell probably means that the hogs
wero given too much wheat, This
i3 & wmatter, however, which, hardly
comes within the scope of an artlcle
devoted to the commercial side of the
question,

ELEVATOR POOLS.

In granting sites and other privil-
egos to the Buffalo clevator syndicate,
to bulld eclavators at Montreal, it Is
tcy be hoped tho Montreal harbor com-
misstoners will tako precaution to re-
tain somoe control of rates, ote.,, to bo
charged by tho elevattor corporation.
Tho fact that the proposed new com-
pany is konown ap the Bulfalo syadi-
cnte, is a'one a mattar fov susplelon,
The Buffalo elevator pool has wan-
aged tu place u heavy and unreason-
able toll upon the grain trade of the
west. The Montreal harbor commis-
sioniers should tako caro that they
do not create another interest at that
place, simiiar to the ono that has so
successfully tolled the grain trade of
the west at Buffalo.

Early Closing.

RNovuver & Co., Winnlpeg, deserve
word of ecommendation for their move
in the direction of early clusing. ‘The
Winnipeg clerks luwve been agitating
for some time to secure the c¢losing
¢! stores at six o'clock in the even-
ing. instead of at seven, as is now the
custom, except on Saturdays or ov-
enings before hotidays. Hoover & Co.
havoe anuounced, without walting for
othor merchants to agree %o the pro-
pusals, that after January 1 they
will closo their store at six o°clock.
This should be o great assistanceto
tho clerks in their efforts. The claim
of those opposeG Lo cawsy closing is
that consumerg. who are busy until
six o'clock, will be greatly inconven-
tenced if the stores are closed earlier.
Hoover & Co. are in & business which
would suffer more severcly by carvly
closing then any other line, if thear-
guments against early closing uaroe
sound. Tho clothing and gent's fur-
nishing trade almost more than any
other branch, is a business swherein
tho goods handled are used by people
who havo the least time during the
day to makeo purchasas. At the same
timo weo do not believe. Hoover & Co.
will loso anything LY their decision
t¢ close at six o'clock. Rather tho
contrery. Barly closing should be o
benefit to all concerned—merchants as
well as clerks. The closing of stores
one hour earlier than at present will
not reduce tho consuming power of
the people, but it will reduee the ox-
penge of doing business, by curtailing
gas bills, ete. I{ merchants could ov-
ercomoe their little petty jealousies,
and decide to <c¢loso their business
pluces regardless of what some other
dealer may do, it would bo better for
themselves and all concerned. Hoover
& Co. have sei a creditable example
in this respect.



