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THfE ABSENTEZ VOTER.
Tho Rate oleo.ions have brought. he question

of Ilone mani one vote"1 promitiently to tho
front agaiti. This is one of the reforma in
our election laws whieh The Commercial bc-
liaves la urgentiy noded. If for no other
reas3n than the inducoment whichi it offors te
corrupt practicce, it would bo wall ta have
duplicata voting abolishod. Tho absento
veo la oe of the most uncertaii feutures
about elections, particularly in cities, and iL
is one of the principal iricentives te corrup-
tion. Electors who are presont in a constit-
uenoy when a vote is boing talion, ahould nlot
ned any inducoment to lead theai te record
tiroir votes. Their duty as citizoris should
bce sufficient, te cause thars te vote promptly.
With the absenite voter, howerver, it is diff-
tirent. lJndor many cirdumstances ho can
ha fairly excused fromt exercibing bis fran-
chise. The absentee voter could flot be expect-
ed ta neglect his business or go te rauch expense
ta visit a distant district ini order te record
his vote, and unless semne inducarnent is off-
ered he will flot go. Heme cornes ini the
opportunity for bribery. If he cari geL bis
railway fair or expenses paid, he will go and
vote, arid thus corrupt practices are resurted
te. If tire principle of one mani one vote woro
establie*-;.!, tira absentes veo would belargely
reduccd, and i like proportion would Lire
incentve te bribery bre reduSed, and tire con-
dueL t of~ tn would be much more
satisfactery.

Aside fromt this aspect et tire mtttcer, tirora
are other roons wby tho priucipio et une
veto airould ha established by law. Our
franchise deces flot rest on a property basis,
and therefore wiry give ene man tva or more
votes because ha helds property in two or
more constituencies ? But aven if property
wereï thre basis et thre franchisýe, it wouli flot
uphold the principle et duplicata voting, as
cari ra hown by tire ollowing reaoning-. A
man pcbsessing preparty el great value in
one constituency is entitled te buit crie vote,
while another party with proparty of much
lais value, scattered over several constituen-
ries, would, have a vote in eacir. This shows
tira airaurdity et the present law wihch par-
mit& duplicata voting. If property is the
qualification, should mot the mani iav-
ing ail bis property in one district ire eîtitled
to duplicata bis vote in proportion te his
wenlth? Our law wisely recognizes ne such

j principle; but on the otier brand it imprep-
o rly recognize this priricipie where the pro-
porty is scattered ini different constitueoncies.

TRE VOTE 11f XANITOBA,
If tire citizens et Winnipeg ini particular,

and Manitoba in general, eould rend ail that
n portion ef thre esstorn press is saying about
thnim just new, they wou. teel eitirer very
small indead, or parltaps irndignunt. Theo
impers; reprosent that ivirle the Literals
and many Conservatives aise in tire euat wer
contoriding for Manitoba's rightg, the people

haro have seld tiremeilves te Ltre cocrJ..onists.
On this bais they prococd te give Manitehana
suai a drffsingý dowzn as wo have nover ro-
ceivod trom any source bofore. Woii,
periraps we doserve iL te soine axtont. At
any rate. 'Tho Cummercial cari readiiy sec
how thoaet wiro are not tamiliar withl the sit-
uation liero, wouid find good cause te critic<o
us iri-ay. Manitobana wore supposed te lxi
fervently attncirad te tire cause ef national
schools, and preparod te vigorotcsiy oppose
aniy attampt te onturce suparato scirools upon
us. Througi our public mon we troquontly
doclared tint throre would hburie surrender.
The Dominion governaient went te the
country on tire deciared policy et ceercion et
Manitoba. and undar our terni et goverrimant
the enly way te oppose thisi policy, wouid ira
te vc.te against tire governaient. To support
tire gevernment ient support tor ils poiicy
of ceercion. Tis i tire way tire esaterr
papors reason tire malter eut, and tirey thra-
fore dlaim tRiaL Manitehans have stultified
themselves hetoro ail Canada. Tirey nttrih-
ute base motives te tire supposed change et
front on tire part ot Manitoba, and scorntuUy
st--to that we have ireen purciased hy prom-
ises et public werka or by direct bribes.

Ail thia is net very pleasarit reading for
Manitobans. The Commercial must admit
tiraI su far- ns tire outwnrd appearance gises,
tire resuit et tire elections bai-e would indicate
a change et front on tire scirool question.
Tite question wiehc naturaliy arises te tire
oulside la: WhaL bas lad te tire change ? And
in answcring tire question thua raisad they
ganerally decide that iL 'vas hiiriy, aither
hy prumises et public wei-ka, whici wvare
f roely made, or hy thre direct purcirase of votes.

Tis la very humuliating te spirited Mani-
tohans, anid wo certainly teed like resanting
iL. No doubt Lire promises et public werks
irad considerable influence, partioularly on
a section et the inher vote in Winnipeg, but
not ancir ns ta decido the elections ganerally.
Tirerc ware mnauy extonuating circumatances
which, if uriderstood hy tiroso wiro criticise
us se iri-ay, wo'îld lead thran t.) taire a
difforant view et tire case. In tire fi-at place,
if tire total vote ethtie province woe analy-
zed, it would ho shown tirat it was la-gaRy
eppead Lu tira coercen gevernaient. In
tiree eut et tire savon constituoncies, thoera
'vas a thi-co czrnored contest by tire advent
et a Patrou candidate, and in twe eut et
theso tirce constituancies theo Patron voe
dateatcd tire Liheral candidates, by spiitting
tire veo in lavor et tarif! raton and opposed
te ceercion. Mariteira was therotoro
realiy entitled te five meraars eut
ot savon in opposit ion tze ceercion. In a
sixtir constituency tire Catholic electers
have a majority and tint maturally 'vent te
Lire goverriment. Tire enly rai ground for
criticisa wirich enstorn people have is tirera-
turo reduced te Winnipeg, and Winnipeg, we
are teld, 'vas caried in laver et ceerciori by
tire outside vote. Tire goverfimerit majority
'vas about 125, whiile ithas beeri rcported tirat
tiroro 'vero 600 outsido voles for Lire govern-
ment candidate. This, te a considorable ex-
tant ralieves WVinnlpegr of tire charge et
having stultified tiremacves, or et iraving
beau irrihcd int supperting rire coeroion
goeorrimeint.

Thera were, et course, other influences at
%work ta contributo te Lthe resuit. Many
Coziservati vos honestly believed tirat coercion
would nover bc attempted iry tiroir partys
and tiroy stuck te thair party. Some et
tho COLsorvativo candidates haro were
pledged te oppose ceercion. Otirers, juat
ns lioaostiy beliaved tint tira Liberals, if re-
t:,riied te power, would ire as likely ta take
up a coorcion policy as the Cunservatives.

A nother peint iï tire tact that Manitoba is
1-aiurnlly Conservativo, and liko pirty rien
clsovhozu, many et them will bold te thoir
pnrty, almcat regardiess et circurristances.
At tire vory heigit et the anti-inonopoly
agitation Manitobaris could net bc in-
dncecd te forsake thre Consorvativo party.
'l l.0 people et thre West have had iL drilled
ià.to thora for years that the Libraas as
n party ware aiways opposed te tire develop-
mentoettho West. Thiïhias beu setquant.
]Y asserted tirat it hms been almost a general
is lipf here. Viawing the matter, therefor,
iii tire light et local conditions, tire elaction
et thrce memhers in oppe9!tion te coercion,
and tire dent et twe more tiough thre
spiitting et tire vote in a threo-cornered figit,
dues net givo se mueji reason alter ail te tira
Eastern press te reai se scorntuliy te Mani-
toba. _ _ _ _ _ _

WIIÂT ABOUT THIE TARIR999.
More or less uncertainty will oertainly bo

fait in commercial and manutacturingcirles
owing te the recent change in the political
situation. Thre dafeat of tho protectionist
rarty and thre returri te power ot a revenue
tariff perty is cartaiuiy a tenture which wili
cause unea-iness te tarift-protected intertiats.
Every word, Lirerefure, wbich is dreppod hv
Lira Liberal leaders, regarding the tarif! is
eager]y takeri up and analyzed at tire proscrnt
time.

Ini tire one brief retererice which The Comn-
mercial mnde te tire political situation pre-
vious te the elections, ive stibmitted thre
opinion thnt a change et geverfiment wouid
met lead te tarif! roelution in tis Pountry,
but rather tirat the Liberal party, if returnad
te power, would see thre wisdom et in-king
haste sewly and cautiously ini the work of
tarif! roterru. 'The suppresion et Sir Richard
Cartwright may ba talien es indicating a
moderato cours by the Lil-eral party in re-
gard tu tire tarif!. IL will have hean noted
tirat Sir Richard was scnrcoiy board tirem ail
tirrough tira recent conflict. Whether Sir
Ricirard'ls suppression iras voluntary or in-
vitod, iL is an indication tint the radical free
trade clamanit et tire party is tor a tima ln
tire backgrcnnd.

As for the utterances et the Liberal leaders
,we have Sir Oliver Mownt's declaration Lirat
1Laurier m ould deal caretully wi th the vest-

ad interests et manufacturera ln any tarif[
changes, andi that treo trade as they had it
in England wao eout et tbe questiop tor many
ycars te coma." Or te quota the Liberal
leader himselt, as repoited froma Montreal
since the elections :

"ÇVe have been elected crn a plnttorma of
tarif! referai and on the lines we intend te

work. IL is but f air that manufacturers anod
the peeple generaUly should undorstand that
wo aroe aormars, netrevolutionista. During
thre cainpaign it lias bean freque3atly reitorat-


