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THE COMMERCOIAL,

Covsencian article in full, and also has the
tollowing cditorial of its vwa upon this sub.
joct :—

A manifest injustice has been done to Mani
toba and tho Northwest tocritories, by the
wholesale deeling away of public lands to sub-
sidizo projected railways. A timely article
which appears in the last issue of our interest-
ing coatemporary, the Winnipeg CoMsrretat,
enters a very vigorous protost against the pol.
icy of the Dowminion governmeut in this res-
pezt, o protest which well deserves the space
we havo found for it elsewhere, ‘Tho return
referred to as having been brought down at
Ottawa within tho week, showing that 42,000,
000 ncres of land ia Manitoba aund the territor-
ics have been thus granted to railways to date,
has cascaped our observation ; but taking the
figures as approximately correct, the increase
within the past year is so remurkable that no
t2rms should be considered too strong in which
to denounco the injustice.  Statistics make it
appear that up to the end of the fiseal year
1890, grauts of land made to eighteen compan
its in Mavitoba aud the Northwest territorics
amounted to 24,425,333 acres, of which quan.
tity 81,038 acres bad then beea patented. The
avorage grant was 6,400 ncres per mile, and the
cstimated number of miles subsidized was 3,289.
Sinco June 30, 1390, therefore, if the figures of
our contemporary are correet, no less than 18,.
500,000 acres, approximately, have been thus
withdrawn from free settlement. Surely the
figures of 1590 at our hand are jucomplete, or
the 42,000,000 referred to include colonization
company grants as well as railway subsidies.
Estimated at $3.57 per acre, —the present valu.
ation placed on their unsold lands by the Cana-
dian Pacific railway,—this vast amount of ter.
ritory equals & money subsidy of $149,940,000
coptributed to entirely by tho people of the
Northwest. The figares may well mako us
pause. It is true that only a fuw paltry acres
have as yet been patented, but equally true is
it that the best lands of the Dowminion have
been tied up from scttlewnent ; retording ide.
velopment where late evouts have shown the
greatest heritage of Canada to lie. Fortunately
there is yet time to remedy the threatened evil,
and our contemporary well voices the sentiment
of thinking minds_in both the cast aud west
when it says : “Not only should the custom of
granting lands cease at once, but an effort
should be made to repair some of the injury
already done. In cases where corporations
have not earned the lands granted them, they
should be held strictly *~ the conditions upon
which the grant has =« given, and any fail-
ure to fulfilt these zonditions should result in
cvery case in the forfeiture of the lands. 1f in
some cases it might seem unduly harsh to de-
prive some corporation of a land gant, some
cquivalent subsidy might be given, but in every
case the lund grant should be forfeited.  An
effort should n%so be made to induce some of
these corporations to relinquish their lands for
some other consideration or concession. It
would pay the governmeat to buy back the
lands rather than have such an evil inflicted
upon the country.”

Regarding the area of lund granted to rail-
ways, the M rchant’s Muagazin, expresses some
doubt. The ofticinl Year Book of Canuda, for
1890, paragraph 538, says :—* Subsidies of
Dominion lands, principally to lines in Mun-
itoba and the Territorics, have been granted at
various times, nmnounting altogether {o 46,499,.
433 acres.

The way in which the press has taken up
this question, gives hope for the fature.  The
journals which huve devoted space to the dis-
cussion of this land question, arc in every case
the leading jouroals of eastern Caunada. The
western press does not scem to have awakened
to the importauce of the interest at stake. “Lhe
discussion of tho question in those journals

which have taken the matter up, should, how-
over, impiess tre government with the neces-
sity of giving immediate attention to its land
policy. Thero are few,. if any mattors of
greater importance concerning the future of
this country, thau this question concerning the
public donain.  The policy pursued now will
tell for good or evil for generations to come.

THE WASHINGTON CONFERENGE.

Again the proposed conferenco at Washiug-
ton, to consider commercial relations between
Canada aud the United States, has been post-
poned. The aobnoamcement that the confer
eace has been postponed on account of the il
health of Sceretary Blaine, may or may not
represent all the reasons for the postponement,
Mr. Blaine has been foremostinall the recent re-
ciproeal negotiations which the United States
has entered into, and it is quite natural that his
presence would bo desirable, if not absolutely
necessary, in the proposed conference with
Canadian representatives. Canadian opposi.
tion journals claim that the United States
will never treat with the present Dominion
Govermmnent, hence the postponement, in the
hiope of a political change in Canada. If this
wero truo, it would look like au cffort on the
part. of the republic, to embarrass our govern.
ment, and cause a trivmph for the party of
unrestricted reciprocity. Any effort on tife
part of o foreign government, however, to in.
fluence our domestic aflairs, should be resented.
The frequent declaration coming from promi.
nent United States politicians, that the vepublic
would consider nothing thort of complete reci-
procity, or commercial union, would seem ¢o
give some color to the claims of the opposition
press 4t home. The people of Canada have
declared at the polls against the uhnoaious
commercial union proposals, and until there is
a chauge of government, and a change of popu-
lar sentiment in this country, it wonld seem
useless to go to Washington to talk about ex-
tending international commerce, if it bo true,
as claimed by some public men in the States,
that they will consider only complete reci-
procity with Cavada. The latter of course
means a high tarift comnpact between the two
countries, which would be a very dishonorable
policy for Canadu, as wellas an unsound one
commercinlly. IHowever, the conference, if it
cever takes place, is to be merely an informal
discrssion, and if it does not lead to any im-
portant results, will not do any harm, while the
commercial policy of this conutry remains as it
is at present.

Tne blockade of the Sault, through a collis.
ion and the wrecking of a barge in a narrow
channel near the canal, has proved quite a
gerious wmatter. The channel was entirely
blocked, and the passage of craft thereby pre-
vented. It was reported it wonld take nearly a
weck to clear the chanuel to allow the passage
of shipping. Coming at this season of the year,
when there is such a rush to get grain out by
the lake route, even a very few days of a block-
ade is a scrious matter.

I'ae people of Victoria, B. C., were not sat-
isfied with the showing of the city in the recent

census retarns, and a new census of the place
was taken under the dircction »f the city
council, showing a population of over 25,000,
Tho government census only gave the popula.
tion of tha ¢ity at 16 841, Thoro is too great
a discrepancy here to be accounted for by
padding in the municipal census, though it
may bo perhaps granted that the Ilatter is
probably too high, Itshould now be in order
for the government to order a now and careful
census of the place, in order to substantiate
or condemn its former figures. If the govern-
ment cannot substantiate its figures, the whole
work of the late census will bo looked upon ax
very imperfect aad misleading.

Though hogs seewm scarce in Mavitoba, and
prices have ruled nigh for the past two years,
a Brandon firm has managed to scare up a couple
of car loads, for shipment to British Columbia.
This shipmeant should indicate what o goad
thing Muonitoba farmers have in rateing hogs,
when they can be borght for shipment, when
prices aze 80 high at home. The last two years
Manitoba has hardly preduced a sutficient
number of hogs for home consumption as fresh
pork, to say nothing of supplying the home de-
mand for cured hog products, The Jatter com.
modity has been ncarly all imported. Thisis
not as it should be. Instead of impcrting, and
paying freight,and duty upen the portion which
comes from the United States, we should more
than supply the home markets with fresh pork
wnd cured products, A few years ago Manitoba
gave promise of quite a flourishing industry in
rai~ing hogs, but the dry years of 1880 and
1859 nearly killed the industry, on acconant of
the light crops of feed grains in those years.
The farners, we think, were too easily discour-
aged. The last two years there has been an
sbaudance of feed suitable for hogs, and if the
farmers had not killed off their hogs, there
would have been big money in raising these
animals since 1889,

IT now appears that the Northwest Central
railway, of Manitoba, is to be finished up and
operated ut once, that is, so facas the rails have
been laid. This enterprise has been in the
hands of politie.l wire-pullers aud sche-
mers, and as a natural consequence it has
been humbugged from the start. The en.
terprise has been used from the outset to
feather the bests of these political schemers,
but it is now claimed that the politicians have
been throwu out, and that the road isin the
hands of business meun., The contractors have
gone wess to commence work, and it is said the
road will be equipped and put in operation at
once, so that the crops of the scttlers along the
ronte may be moved out. The Northwest
Central is a striking example of a vicious policy.
The fast that political schemers are able to gt
large grants from the government, was the
feature which called this company into crist-
ence. The object in this as in many others of
our western railway schemes, was to securo
valuable aid to the eaterprise feom the govern-
ment, which sould give to the company a fran.
chise which could be used for personal gaiu.
‘The history of this road points out the ucces-
sity for cautiou in chartering companies, and
shows the injury which may result from giviog
irresponsible schemers a valuable franchiso.



