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A tourist who wiote from Cape Breton Jast summer to the Chicago Inter-
" Urcean, thus referred to the ** country people ' of the Island—* I find them
" remarkably free from dishonesty, fraud and hypocrisy, and from other such
"devices of civilization.”  Ys, they are without other devices of civilization ;

’ ch\intcr Your Name... .. 2 [ the men in whose hands is the gove rnment of the Ialand have hitherto care-
A Needed Reform. . . ceee aa 2 N . PR ) Y
£ AP T ; 1! {ully protected it from asyiums, railwajys, and such other devices of
3 ) tcivilization.
.- RPRIBUTED.
& Rembling Noteson Burmah oo ooiiiviiiin v iiiiinnncnns R FRUOTLL VA | N y . . .
f'ho North-Weat Indinns ... . ... .. “Setrn* 6,7, We have been told that in some of the Halifax Churches single sittings
l“‘“"w‘“’f‘p‘g‘l"",‘e‘; : . . ~~“l‘“5‘*{;i"{l[l ». 7 way be purchased fur the modest sum of twelve doliars per annum—the
i,‘l‘.hselg;‘;“‘ Mo Mt “ Frane Tirear.” ;.,": cost of an entire pew for the same time bewng fifty-two dollars. It may be
{ Double Acrostic voveen i oLln . “\ae " 3{ necessary to raise money to pay the minister his stipend, and to defray other
~<,‘-.f . expenses in connection with a church, but we fail to see why this could not
Y8 CELLANEOUS, Pl o T :
Tit-Bits U - 4| be done were the plan of free sittings adupted.  The selling and letting of
News of tho Week.ooovven ciennn . cee 1 | seats in the house of God is as unscriptural as it is unchri~tian, and should
RoIIONS cevrertnerrtnnientis teitiiiiien siiietaaaees wasaines seessssensees 01 be condemned by both pastur and people.
An Ol Vadenting ..U I I L U TR R G et y I peol
Commerclal. . covviveii teriiiriiniisitains racenenn P | . - .. . .
Market Quotations.. «....ov. ..., crrreiecann . 0 A bill to extend the Franchise in Parliamentary clections to women has
. %t'{ Blesesssans seceeremiatsinnnniannie detn senn e e s 10,11 | been introduced into the Legislature of Ontario At the late municipal
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EDRDITORIAL NOTES.

———

The crown jewels of France are to be sold, and the proceeds used as a
nd to assist aged laborers. Their value is said to be §40,000,000. Rubies,
orearls and dismonds,are not counted as legitimate State assels under a
epublican form of Government.

>

_.§ Uncle Sam pays out §5,500,000 annually to clothe and feed Ins Indian
~#®ards. Some years ago he paid a larger sum to shool them down. The
ead Indian may be the only good Indian. but the peace policy pays in the

-4 What would the United States be o day, were it not for 1ts railway
veystem?  Without railways, the immense western praines would sull be the
“pme of the Indian and the buffalo. A country that adds 3.112 miles of
‘;;gil to its system in 1883, and has an aggregate mileage of 128,500, 1s keep-

';; g well abreast of the times.

Civilizatin advances but slowly in the sunny isles of Oceania. The
ziedilection of their inhabitants for roast misstonary i1s well known, but
t the time when we were led to believe that canmbahsm had been
famped out, there comes to us a report from Borneo, that at a great native
tivlal mu&zkcys were served up whole.  Such aping cannibals should not
tolerated.

‘The illiterate voting population of the United States has assumed such
shormous proportions since thi: adoption of manhood suffrage, that politi-
>$dans are trying to devise special measuies to reduce theamount of illiteracy
S8 the country. There are 1,56 lhterate vot the States, of whom
HE t »869,2.45 ihierate voters in the States,
‘o 2 million are colored. In some parts of Bruain, too, the amount of
teracy among the voling population 1s alarming.  In Donega', Ireland,
=2 the late clections, five-sixth of the voters could not read the batlots, and
*ﬁcrp at the mercy of the returning officers.  Yet the streamlet of their
#plitical influence trickles into the legislation of Brtan, and mav have s
=pare in deciding the destinies of the greatest nation on carth !

o

In this age, speculators are allowed to ride rough-shod over the peoph-.
»a¢ ready command of large capital being not unfrequently used ‘o increase
ihe cost of the necessanies of hfe. The capitansts of New York and
ghicago have combined for the purpose of purchasing all the wheat now
5 be obtained in the West. This they will hold unul the price has
vanced sufficiently to recoup them handsomely for therr outlay  Fortu-
zptely for the bread-caters of the United States, the supply of wheat from
anada, India, and Australia, 1s steadily wcreaswg, and 1t 1s probable that
¢ days of corners in wheat are numbered. The aggregate wealth of the
s£0ple is never increased by the speculative enterpnises of individuals.

elections in that Province, a large number of wom:n voted, without, as far
as can be ascertained, entailing any of the domestic and sociaf evils at one
time believed to be inseparable from the excreise of the Franchise by
womwen  True, party feeling is not zo strung in municipai as i parhamentary
contests, and to the latter the objections comimunly urged mamiy apply. 1In
some parts of the world, at least, time will decide.

St. Valentine’s Day, with all its sentimental and romantic associations,
is agan approaching. It is said the observance of this day 15 due to the
fact, that on or about the 14th day of February, the birds in scuthern climes
choose their mates for the envuing year  The custom of exchanging ifts
at this scason has degenerated of late years, and tre privileges of St.
Valentine’s now only serve to hicense tll-bred people o annoy and wound
the feelings of their neighbers ‘e medern picturial valenunes, such as
displayed in many shop-windows, are a disgrace to our civilization, and s
reproach to our christianity.

The author of “ Underground Russia,” and ¢ Russia under the Czars,”
has been interviewed at his residence, i.. London, by an entupnsing
representative of a2 New York Journal  * The Russtan people,” said Mr.
Stepnink, © are bourd hand and foot The better lasses desire to secure
responsible government  ‘lhe outgrowth of this desire 1s Nilnhsm, and
Nihilism will, sooner or later, make itself felt.  Every lover of liberty must
sympathise with the efferts uaw being made t0 relive the Russian people
from therr triple yoke of bondage.”

Halifaxians displayed no enthusiasm over the proposed winter carnival ;
but among the moie enterprising citizens, there is a strong conviction that if
the prapasition had been cordially received and caniied oat wih vim, Hah-
fax might have been filled with visit as dunng @ season of the year when the
city 18 more than usuallv dult .\ sunmer carnivalis now proposed, but as
this 15 everyhady's business. noubody will be found willing 0 devote suffi-
teent time and trouble to 1nsure it attamment.  Sume of these fine days
Halifax will wake up, and then St. John will close her shutters.

It is said by those unfavoral’’e to the further extension of the franchise,
that 1f manhood were taken as a ba is for suffrage, the poliucal destiny of
the country would be nrder the control of parsons having no stake i the
weltare of *he Domimon.  If the ownershup of land cnutled 2 man to
cizenship, we co'1d understand the objecuion ; but when a two.dollar
onthly rental places the privileg:s of the franchise within the reach of
room tepants we cannot sce how its extensi- n would be injurious to the
country.

The eyes of the civilized world are now fived upon Japan. During the
past decade most im; ctant governmental reforms have been carned out
without disturbances  The Ixecutive Council, whieh now includes the
Prnme Mimister and the Ministers of the Right ard Lett, will, in Apni next,
be superseded by a Cabinet respunsible to the peoplc’s represematives, 1
which there are to be nire Departmental Minisicrs  In the more cvihized
West such a radreal constitat.onal reform could unly have been accomplished
aiter years of agitation, perhaps civil war,

ine of the most important quostic ns before Congiess this session 1s the
Blair Bill, which prop iges to give §77 00,000 of the national funds to be used
0 dhminishing the evil of illiteracy  This <um, in cash, 1s w be dinided on the
basis of illiteracy, giving “to cach State 1 Tentory i that proportion which
the whole number of persons in cach, who, beiug of the age of ten years or
over, cannot write,” bears to the whole popnlatisn. The objection raised
15 that the Dill is ullra rircs, on the ground that wuth cach statc rests the
duty of providing for the education of 1ts own perple, and that, therefore,
the Federal Government cannot assume this burden or wvote any of the
general funds towards it,




