THE CR1TI1C.

——

A TIMELY SUGGESTION.

The Herald in a timely editorial calls attention to a letter written by
Mr. David Armstrong, of Ouawa, to the Toronto Empire, over his own
sighature, urging that the Nominion Government should grant a bonus upon
every ton of Njva Scotia Coal which may be sold in that province. The
remaval of the duty on antbracite coal, instead of lowering the price of
that article in Ontario, has been taken advantage of by the Pennsylvania
coal ring, and that item now goes to swell their profits. - Ontario imported
during the year 1887 five and a-half million dollars worth of coal from the
United States, and, as recent developments have shown, the Ontario con-
sumers paid a bonus ranging irom fify cents to one dollar per ton to the
Pennsylvania coal ring for the privilege of purchasing United States coal.
The ring discriminates in prices ngainst Ontarin, yet as there 1s no way of
escope, Ontario continues to purchase iheir coal. **The question arises,”
says Mr. Armstrong, * would 1t not be better to pay a volumary bonus to
ouréelves on Nova Scotia coal than to continue to pay a forced bonue to a
foreign ring.” The legislation of the Canadian Parliament is sufficient to
restrict domestic coal combines; but he pe? s out that the Ontario people
are utterly powerless to emancipate themseives from the wholesale inflictions
of the Pennsylvenia ring, “unless parliament can see its way to give a
mileage bonus on Nova Scotia coal to distances west of a fixed point in
Ontario.” In support of this contention Mr. Armstrong urges that “the
gain 10 the country will be at least 500 per cent. above the bonus rcquircd
to supply the Ontario home market from sources within the Dominion.
The transfer of from a millivn to a milhon and a-half tons of cual from the
Maritime Provinces to Ontario will become a powerful artery f inter-pro-
vincial trade, carrying out the true principal of confederation, giving
employment to thousands of men in the mines, on the ratiways and vessels,
and keeping our wealth within our vwn country. In concluding his sugges-
tive lotter, Mr. Armstrong, in referring to the spint which actuates the
Ontario people, says :  Residing in central Ontario, the writer has discussed
this guesuon with people of all shades of political opinion, and has not yet
found one voice dissenting from the means proposed.”

We give the Herald's presentation of Mr. Armstrong's case, which isa
very strong one, and should reccive the unqualified support of every man,
woman and child in Nova Scutia. Mr. Lungley and other wniters on the
coal question have frequently called attention to the injustice done Ontario
by the imposition of a duty on coal. The people in Ontario were themsel:
ves strongly opposed to 1, but exporience, the best of all teachers, has
proved to them that they were wrong, and now one of their own number
comes out in a vigorous appeal for such a bonus on Nova Scotia coal as
will make its introduction into Western Ontario a certainty. Not only this,
but be most conclusively points ou. that “the gain to the country will be at
least 500 per cent. above the bonus requited.” After this strong showing,
‘we cannot follow the Herald it its suggestions of “a more excelient way.”
Its proposed scheme of agitating for the deepening of the canals of the
St. Lawrence, brings in a side 1ssue that may take years to accomplish.
Mr. Armstrong’s scheme, if urged upon paihament aund carried, would go
into operaticn at ¢nce, and its beneficial effccts would be immediate.  We
should be the last people in the world to raise objections, as the movement
is of vital importance to us. In a case like this, polnical issues sink into
insignificance, and we should unite as one man to forward Mr. Armstrong's
contention of the necessity of a bonus on our cozl.

ART MAGIC.

_ This was the term applied of old to things men could not understand,
which as they understood notning, amounted Lrevty nearly to everything.
. Roger Bacon's science-——wonderful for his time—procured him ten years
lmprisonment 10 his cell, and Joan of Arc's victones procured her the privi-
lege of being burnt for a sorceress.

The inspiration, or at all events what she firmly beheved to be mspira-
tion, which prompted this heroic girl to a course of action which resulted in
freeing her country from a very cruel invasion, was very closely akin to the
kind of inspiration sought, and sometimes affirmed to be found by the
modern spinitists.

Spiritism, or, as it is generally called Spiritualism, after having made
much more noisc aud gained a much more extensive influerce in the world
than people imagine who are not conversant with it, literature shrunk
quietly into the back ground for some ycars under the discredut brought
upon it by 8 long continued series of exposures of fraud on the one hand,
ard gullibility on the other, The disapprobation of sensational methods
felt by conscientious spiritualists contributed not a little 10 the rise of
Theosophy, the quietism of which scemed of a higher nature than the
commonplace cravings for materialisations, floatings through the air, and
spirit photographs. This ranscendental mysucism has, we beheve, outhved
its enthusiastic phase, and Spintuahism in some of the worst of 1ts old forms
seems to have cropped up anew. The exposure of one or two recent frauds
which have amounted to swindling, has set the press and the pulpit rampant
again, both the sensational journalist and the sensational parson being alike
on the qui vire for an exciting topic.

Both approach it with the sort of coavictional cant which the critical
car is Quick to catch in the discussion of any thests which 1t becumes (he
idle fashion of the moment to expauate upen. The press, it 1s true, treats
it in a dilettantc manrer, but the pulpn, esp.conily where 1ts occupant is
gifted with a flurid style and a copous flow of language, energetic and sen-
sational, if sha Jow, finds it irresisubly cungemal to a frothy uratory, and to
the display of what is authorily to a guod many very excellent people.

In the pursuit of this cheap reprobation long strigs of Biblical texts are

drawn out which have, in reality, but little connection with cach other, apg
in adducing which, it is forgotten that fromn scripture almost anything may
be proved within the limits of submission to Providence, and that mapy |
texts on this particular subject do not now convey the single and litey
meaning they did of old.

In scrmons, the well-meaning, if wenk and credulous, seckers for cop,
mune with the unseen, arc told that they are dealing with the ** Prince ¢
the Powers of the Air," and the sulphurous locality he is supposed to pre.
side over, with a solemmty which raises a smle; for those who have really
studied the subject know that there is more to question in it than the mer
scoffer thinks, while they also know that the generality of thase who e
themselves, or are called, spiritualists, arc a moral and conscientious folk,
sometimes betrayed by an excessive ycarning after the spiritual, to devo |
their time and energics to a pursuit very unpromising of saisfactory resylty,
The almost certainty that every one whose mind is nominally fairly balanced
will, in-the long run, find this out for him or her selt, gives a slight touch
of ludicrousness to the ponderous solemnity of warning and denunciation,

SAPPHO.

A fortnight ago we bricfly alluded to Mr. Nicholas Flood Davin's articie
in the Week on “Sappho.” The subject is a captivating one, and we make
no apology to our readers for going wnto 1t a hittle more i extenso, using
many places Mr. Davin's own words. ‘

Sappho was in the height of her fame about 610 B.C. During ber Iif
the wealth and gloty of . Tyre inspired the denunciations of the Prophets;
Jeremiah began to prophecy ; Daniel was carried to Babylon; Nebuchad B
nezzar took Jerusalem, Solun legislated at Athens, and Tarquinius Prisco; §
probably reigned over Rome—the fifth of her early kings. There 1s grouny
for the Delief that she belonged to the aristocratic and wealthy class. S
was a native of Lesbos, and lived at Mitylene, the chief city of the Islang,
“ Mitylene,” says Strabo, *1s well provided with everything He add |
that * it formerly produced celebrated men,” among them Pittacus, one of
the seven wise men of Greece, and Alcens the poet. Strabo lived from
about 54 B C to A. D 24. The Lesbian wine was the most celebrated
threughout Greece, ar.1 for a time the .Eolians, whose temperament wag |
passinate and intense, were in the forefront of Greek literature. The B
ZEolian women were highly educated, and their intellectual and social g
status was superior to that of the Ionian women. Their land, prolific of the
choicest luxuries of life, and of rare beauty and richness wa flowers and
fruit, olive gruves, statues and temples, combined with the purple glones
of the /Egean Sea to stimulate poetry, music and the love -of the beautify
in art and nature.  After a while, as was in the order of things, the “Eoluy
degenerated, but in Sappho's time they were in their prime, and there i
doubt she was peerless among them. .

The legend of her throwing herself from a rock into the sea for hopeless
love of Phaon is undoubtedly a fable, though, as Mr. Davin says, * taere
are worse steps than Leucate from which the heart may fall.” But sh
herself speaks in one place of being “somewhat old,” a fact whichi
itself militates against the legend.

It has been popularly supposed that Sappho's life was not marked by
what we should call morality and propriety, but, besidos the difference of
tone and sentiment of Greece, which looked up to Olympus, and of Christ-
endom, which looks up to Christ, she was commented upon to a great
extent by the licentious literati of Augustan Rome to whom purity and
love presented no affinities. .

Erinna of Telos, and Damophyla of Pamphylia, poetesses of celebrity
in their time, were among her pupils, and she speaks of and to her numerous
¢ girl friends,” in terms which have the purity and grace of the letiers ot
refined and warmbearted girls still 2t school. The Lesbians gloried in her,
her image was engraved on the comns of Mitylene, and Plato ranked her a
a tenth Muse.

So subtile and delicate were her offusions that so considerable a poet as
Catullus tried to translate her *“Ode to Anactoria,” and utterly failed.
Swinburne declares it beyor.«. him and beyond all men to translate herodes.

The poet Alceus, her coatemporary, addresses: her as ¢ Violet-weaving,
pure, soft-smiling Sappo,” aw.! Plutarch says “ when he read -her poems he
set aside for very shame the dricking-cup, such was their exalted iofluence
over um.” Speaking of herself she says, “1 am not one of a mahgnant
nature, but have a quiet temper.” Plato numbered her-with the * wise.”

Fame, no doubt, she longed for, but it cannot be-belied.that 2 woman
loved of maidens and honored as Sappo was among her countrymen, could
have been other than pure and good, especially when judged by the stan
dards of her country and-time. Ovid's * Sappho to Phaon” is valueless as
to her character, but 1t proves the celebrity of her teaching. A Roman of
the time of the Caesars would think of Ssppho as he would of the women
of that most licentious court, and the author of the “ Art of Love” was
little likely to understand a pure, earnest and passionate nature.

It is said that the Duke of Edinburgh is to succeed Admiral Sir Geo.
Willes as Commander-in-Chief. at Pottsmouth. If this be true, it 15 2
monstrous job. Of course the Duke was promoted to post i uk ab the
carliest possible peniod, both of age.and of service. Then he is made a
Rear-Admural over the heads of a number of seniur captains, the navy rule
being one of absolute seniority from that rank upwards, He is given the
command (a full Admiral’s) of the Mediterrancan when a Vice-Admiral,
with local rank as Admiral, He is now, it is true, 2 full Admiral, but if he
goes straight to Portsmouth from the Mediterranean, it wiu be an utterly
disgraceful exercise of court 1flucnce, and it will be surprising if it do not

clicit a very strong fecling among naval officers.




